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Summary. This article is a part of a series of articles devoted
to the problems of the content of the concept of «language»
evolution in the historical aspect (from antiquity to modernity).

The scientific heritage of Michael Alexander Kirkwood
Halliday, one of the prominent representatives of The
London School of Linguistics (School of Conceptualism),
the founder of systemic-functional linguistics and systemic-
functional grammar, is of interest for continuing the research
of the mentioned problem.

M.A K. Halliday paid great attention to the consideration
of the concept of «language» from different points of view
and positions. His theory and descriptions are widely accepted
in linguistics.

For our research of the problems of linguistic terminology,
namely the understanding of the content of the concept
of «language» in a historical aspect, his conception of grammar,
lexicogrammar (the term he invented) which is based on a more
general theory of language; his examination of the concept
of «language» from a social point of view to define a social
semiotic resource, which he defined as meaning potential; his
vision of the deep connection between «language» and social
structure are of our interest.

ThearticlepresentsresearchandanalysisofM.A.K.Halliday's
scientific heritage to identify and systematize his personal point
of view and his understanding of the content of the concept.
The definition of the concept of «language» based on
the identified essential and «principal» meanings (essential
groups) of the content of the concept was synthesized.

The informational analysis of the content of the concept
«language» was carried out on the basis of the creation
of the explanatory formula of concept content and elements
of the characteristic structure.

This analysis makes it possible to identify and determine
in systematized and generalized interpretations of the concept
of «language» the «principal» meanings of the content
of the analyzed concept.

According to the received results of the analysis
of M.A.K. Halliday's scientific heritage, generalized
definitions (interpretations) of the concept of «language» were
identified and highlighted, demarcated and systematized,
and 7 «principal» meanings that reflected the essence of this
concept were revealed.

As a result of the conducted research, in compliance
with the scientific requirement of full and monosemantic
definitions for the definition of scientific terms and concepts,
the generalized definition of the concept of «language» in
M.A K. Halliday's personal understanding was synthesized.

Key words: language, explanatory formula of concept
content, elements of the characteristic structure, concept.

The statement of the problem. This research is a component
in the knowledge of the laws and regularities of the evolution

of the concept of «language» content in the life activity
of a person and a society in the historical aspect from antiquity
to modernity.

The research is motivated and determined by the desire to
research and reproduce the concept of «language» in the system
of scientific knowledge as fully as possible.

The desire of a person and a society to study regularities,
development, and synthesis of a complete and unambiguous
definition of the content of the concept of «language» for further
use in the system of scientific knowledge is relevant.

The need for this study is motivated and determined by the desire
of people to synthesize complete and unambiguous definitions for
scientific and dialectical categories, concepts, and terms at various
stages of their development.

MAK. Halliday's personal interpretation could be used to
predict optimal ways of development of this concept over time
and trends for the future, which is relevant for the development
of not only linguistics but also other sciences.

Analysis of the latest researches. Michael Alexander
Kirkwood Halliday (1925-2018), a representative of the London
School of Linguistics (School of Conceptualism), relied on
the national traditions of British linguistics, studied language in
a synchronous plan (synchrony), distinguishing the concepts
of structure (syntagmatics) and system (paradigmatics), as well as
social aspects of language, was the founder of system-functional
linguistics and system-functional grammar.

The study of various aspects of M.A K. Halliday's work aroused
the interest of scientists, but the study of the content of the concept
of «language» with the aim of synthesizing a generalized definition
of the concept of «language» in M.A.K. Halliday's personal
understanding was not done.

The purpose of the research is to analyze the personal
understanding of the content of the concept of «language» in
M.AK. Halliday's research and generalize the main aspects
according to essential, specific features; this allows us to determine
the main elements of the characteristic structure.

The research was conducted according to the explanatory
formula of concept content (EFCC) [1, c. 32-40].

The main tasks of this research:

— carrying out an informational analysis of the
essence of the concept of «language» in the work of M.4.K. Hal-
liday,

—identification of the elements of the characteristic structure
and their systematization according to the structure of the explan-
atory formula of concept content (EFCC) for the study of content
and structure-forming elements of the concept of «language»
from the point of view of the essence and features;
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— synthesis of the complete and unambiguous definition
of the concept of «language» in the personal understanding
of M.A.K. Halliday based on the results of his research.

The object of the research is the development of the interpre-
tation of the concept of «language» in communicative relations in
society during 5 periods of linguistics (from antiquity to modernity).

The subject of the research is the analysis of the scientific
research of M.AK. Halliday, a well-known representative
of the London Linguistic School, whose activity took place in the 5th
period, the last period of linguistics (the 30s of the 20th century
to our time) and identification of his understanding the essence
of the concept of «language».

The scientific novelty of the research consists in the analysis
of the scientific works of M.A.K. Halliday, one of the leading
European functionalists of the 20th century of the London Linguistic
School, with the aim of determining the content of the concept
of «language». According to the EFCC a description of the concept
of «language» was carried out to reveal the existence of the concept,
the phenomenon of its content, the structure with its elements,
connections, and relations, presented in a generalized form with
a common element inside.

Analysis of the latest researches. The London School of Lin-
guistics (School of Conceptualism) studied «languagey in a syn-
chronous plan, distinguishing the concepts of structure and system,
as well as social aspects of «languagey. From the middle of the 19th
century, representatives of the school relied on the national tra-
ditions of British linguistics, which paid attention to intensive
research of «livingy languages (especially so-called «primitivey or
«exoticy languages of Africa, Asia, and Oceania).

Within the framework of this school, the activities of Michael
Alexander Kirkwood Halliday (1925-2018) began, one of the lead-
ing European functionalists of the 20th century, the founder of sys-
temic-functional linguistics and systemic-functional grammar.

M.A.K. Halliday, a representative of the London School of Lin-
guistics (School of Conceptualism), relied on the national traditions
of British linguistics, studied language in a synchronous plan (syn-
chrony), distinguishing the concepts of structure (syntagmatics)
and system (paradigmatics), as well as social aspects of language,
was the founder of system-functional linguistics and system-func-
tional grammar.

The linguist founded a scientific direction called Systemic Lin-
guistics and developed a well-known Systemic functional linguis-
tics (SFL) model of language.

Systemic functional linguistics (SFL) considers language as
a social semiotic system.

The presentation of the main material. For M.A K. Halli-
day «The concept of «a language» is too important to be taken for
granted ... we have to be careful to specify the nature of this cate-
gory when we use it.” [2, p. 6].

He considered the concept of «language» from different points
of view and showed the complexity, diversity, and ambiguity of this
scientific concept, but he did not synthesize his unambiguous gen-
eralized definition.

MAK. Halliday tried «...to look at language from every
possible vantage point» [3, p. 7] and described his work as «...
wander([ing] the highways and byways of language» [3, p. 14].

He quoted J. R. Firth’s point of view: «As my teacher, J. R. Firth,
used to say, if you are a linguist, then language is what you say it
is; you are not called upon to define it in simple terms — indeed

it is far too complex a phenomenon to be defined at all; and you
are certainly not bound by any commonsense notions of what lan-
guage is (still less by moralistic conceptions of what it ought to
bel)» [4,p.7].

At this stage of the research, we are interested in connections
and relationships within the concept as a system and the structure
of the phenomenon of the content of the concept of «language» with
its elements. The connections of these elements in the structure
and their relationship can be presented in a generalized form with
a common element inside.

To do this, we will create an explanatory formula for the content
of the concept of «languagey. The description of the concept,
category according to essential, specific features will allow
determining the main elements of the characteristic structure (the
basic characteristic structure of the definitions of information in
essence) to determine the Essence of the universal area of being,
a part and/or unit of which is the researched concept of «languagey
according to the scientific works of M.A.K. Halliday.

Explanatory formula of concept content «language.

L. Elements of the characteristic structure.

1. Description of the concept.

1.1. Description of the concept, category according to
the results of the analysis of previous knowledge that related to
this concept.

In our previous articles, we analyzed the understanding
and development of the concept of «language» at the previous peri-
ods of linguistics:

1st period — V-1V centuries B.C. - 16th century;

2nd period — XVII-XVIII centuries;

3rd period — the end of the 18th — the first half of the 19th
century,

4th period - the end of the XIX — the first third of the XX century.

Research results are presented in 9 articles.

1.2. Detection of the existence of the concept, the phenomenon
of its essence.

1.2.1. A social phenomenon.

Our life is very much dependent on language. M.A.K. Halliday
proved deep connections between a language and a social structure,
the ability to communicate and social life. Social retains priority in
this role.

1.2.1.1. The condition of a person's existence in interaction
with other people.

According to M.A.K. Halliday, «language» is «...not some-
thing separate from humanity, but an essential part of the condition
of being humany [5, p. 117-118].

1.2.1.2. Creator and creature of human society in inter-
action.

M.A K. Halliday preferred the social point of view and believed
that society, language, and personality created an inseparable
complex: «... language as the creature and creator of human
society» [3, p. 6-7], «...language creates society» as the product
of the activity of all society as a whole [3, p. 5].

1.2.1.3. Participant in the social process.

M.AK. Halliday admitted that the process of socialization
of an individual takes place in society: «...in its global evolution it
cannot be other than a participant in the social process». [4, p. 22],
indicated the presence of social processes that occur among speakers
of different social classes:

1) socialization of the individual;

157



ISSN 2409-1154 HaykoBui BicHUK MixxHapoaHOro rymaHitapHoro yHiBepcutety. Cep.: dinonorisi. 2022 Ne 58

2) resocialization of the individual.

The purpose of these processes M.A.K. Halliday considered
necessity «...to make special kinds of demand on lan-
guagesy [0, p. 575] «...to create and maintain a social hierarchy
with a tendency to associate certain modes of meaning with certain
social contexts» [6, p. 575].

1.2.1.4. Outward expression of social actions.

In the process of communication, language acts to meet
the needs of man and society:

1) a form of action. In the process of communication language
acts “...as a form of action, as the enactment of social relationships
and social processes” (Emphasis in the original) [7, p. 273];

2) a form of reflection. Social processes “...stress the culture as
the context for language as system; and they see language as a form
of reflection, as the construal of experience into a theory or model
of reality”. (Emphasis in the original) [7, p. 273].

1.2.2. Resource to create and exchange meanings.

Language in the system-functional perspective is seen as
a social semiotic resource, means interacting with the eco-so-
cial environment to create and exchange meanings and it is
important to «...to interpret language not as a set of rules but as
aresource...» [2, p. 262].

1.2.2.1. Meaning-forming resource.

M.A K. Halliday considered that to learn a language is to learn
to understand it: «language» is a «meaning-forming resource» [8].

1.2.2.2. Social semiotic resource.

Language in the system-functional perspective is seen as
a semiotic tool/resource interacting with the eco-social environment
to create and exchange meanings.

M.A K. Halliday founded the term «Lexicogrammar to confirm
that vocabulary and grammar are parts of the same phenomenon. It
is based on a more general theory of language as a social semiotic
resource, or «potential for meaningy [9].

1.2.2.3. Resource for enquiring and thinking.

M.A K. Halliday considered «Philosophical Language as

1) «...a resource for research and reflection» [4, p. 204];

2) «... a means of arriving at new knowledge, a resource for
enquiring and for thinking with» [4, p. 204].

1.2.3. Means/tool/ instrument of encoding/decoding
and transmitting information.

Language is not only a means of communication but also
of knowledge.

123.1.  Means/ tool of thinking and reflection
of psychophysiological processes that occur in the mind
of the speakers.

Language allows us to talk about the outside world, and to
inform people about things and events that they ignore or want to
know.

1) «Philosophical Language» is «... a means of arriving at new
knowledge» [4, p. 204];

2) «Language of science» is «... a tool, an instrument for
expressing our ideas about the nature of physical and biological
processes» [4, p. 202].

He understood various forms of discourse under the language
of science, but considered them as «... a system resource for
meaning-making, not as a collection of instances of text» [4, p. 49].

«Language of science» has become increasingly «anti-demo-
cratic» and «... sets apart those who understand it and shields them
from those who do not» [4, p. 225].

1.2.3.2. A means and a tool for limiting scientific and social
communication, communication between societies.

M.A K. Halliday studied language in terms of social orienta-
tion and social hierarchy. It implies the foregrounding of the social
structure and social hierarchy to wit the «sociolinguistic coding ori-
entationy.

The main feature of language is that «... speakers in different
task-roles, use different dialects or registers» [2, p. 256].

He established a deep connection between language and social
structure; language is not only a part of the social process, but also
sociolinguistic coding;

1) «An anti-language» is «...the vehicle of such resocializa-
tion» [2, p. 575]. M.AK. Halliday coined the term «anti-language»
as «the means of realization of a subjective reality: not merely
expressing it, but actively creating and maintaining it» [6, p. 576].
«An antilanguage may be «high» as well as «low» on the diglossic
spectrumy [6, p. 583].

The process of the simultaneous existence in a society of two
languages or two different forms of the same language, used in
different functional spheres, involves bringing social structures
and social hierarchies to the fore.

This involves a preoccupation with the functional relationship
between language and social structure and a preoccupation with
defining particular understandings of information and knowledge
through the ritual functioning of social hierarchy and «...presented
at the start brings into sharp relief the role of language as a realiza-
tion of the power structure of society» [2, p. 285].

2) The language of science «...has become increasingly anti-
democratic: its arcane grammatical metaphor sets apart those who
understand it and shields them from those who do not» [4, p. 225].

1.2.3.3. Animperfect means ofencoding/decoding and information
transmission that needs description and normalization.

He believed that the lexical-grammatical system of language
is inherently probabilistic, there are often two or more possible
interpretations for the same element, and requires description
and normalization to ensure authenticity: «At such times there arise
proposals for improving language, making it a more effective tool
for recording and extending our knowledge» [4, p. 119].

1.2.34. A means of learning, access to consciousness
and communication of a person in society.

M.AK. Halliday assigned an important role to teaching
and learning languages, knowledge of a subject is encoded and trans-
mitted through language, «learning how to mean» [10, p. 28].

«The study of language — of language in general, and of the par-
ticular languages that are valued in the context of our culture — has
a central place in the institutional framing of knowledge» [4, p. 23].

1.2.3.5. A means and tool for ensuring authentic recipe,
storage, and transmission of information regardless of time
and space.

M.A K. Halliday paid special attention to «a philosophical lan-
guagey, which in his opinion was «not simply a means of writing
down, and hence transmitting, knowledge that had already been
gained» [4, p.199].

1.2.3.6. A means of learning and preserving cultural and his-
torical experience:

1) «Social semioticy. M.A.K. Halliday was convinced that
«languagey is «both a part of human history and a realization of it,
the means whereby the historical process is construed. This is what
we mean by language as «social semiotic» [4, p. 221];
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2) Cultural and historical experience. M.A.K. Halliday sup-
ported the generally accepted view that the cultural-historical expe-
rience of society is part of human history: «In our opinion the his-
tory of language is not separate from the rest of human history;
on the contrary, it is an essential aspect of it. Human history is as
much a history of semiotic activity as it is of socio-economic activ-
ity» [4, p. 210].

1.2.3.7. A means of forming intercultural contexts.

M.AK. Halliday, while analyzing the scientific issues
of language and learning, considered language from a cultural point
of view (the «national language») through the relationship and dif-
ferences between the languages «English and Chinesey. Since «lan-
guage» now meant «languagesy, the perception of this role differed
somewhat from one country to another [4].

M.A K. Halliday argued that new cultural contexts in a partic-
ular language tend to change the semantic styles of new speakers
of that language: «A particular language co-evolves with a particu-
lar culture... And whenever we use our language, all aspects of our
culture are invoked» [11, p. 5].

1.2.4. Creation and product of nature:

1.2.4.1. A natural reflection of psychophysiological processes
that occur in the mind of speakers so «the label ‘natural’ language
is entirely apt» [5, p. 117].

1.2.4.2. A product of natural gradual adaptation (evolution).

Language has played and continues to play a key formative role
in the evolution of human consciousness and society.

Language has evolved over time, along with the evolution
of the human species, to cope with new conditions of existence
and needs: «Language is as much a product of evolution as we are
ourselves; we did not manufacture it» 5, p. 117-118].

1.2.5. Language as a system.

M.A K. Halliday himself noted that from the very beginning
of his research activity, the concept of «system» was part of his
theory of «language», and the explanation of linguistic phenomena
should be sought in the relationships between systems, not between
structures [12].

1.2.5.1. An evolved system.

The emergence of «language» according to the historical
principle is explained by the needs of the a person’s consciousness,
so «languagey is evolving during the time, along with the evolution
of the human species, to cope with its needs. In his opinion, «a
language is an evolved system [4, p. 224], language is an evolved
system: «This system, language, has evolved — along with the human
species: it's the sapiens in homo sapiens» [4, p. 10].

1.2.5.2. A coding system on three levels.

Formally, «language» is a system for encoding information.
«Most coding systems are on two levels: a content and an expres-
sion... But language has evolved a third, abstract level of form inter-
mediate between the two; it consists of content, form and expression,
or, in linguistic terms, of semantics, lexicogrammar and phonology»
(Emphasis in the original) [2, p. 256].

1.2.5.3. A semiotic system.

M.A K. Halliday's approach to language as a semiotic system
«not in the sense of a system of signs, but a systemic resource for
meaningy [2, p. 260-261] became innovative.

1.2.5.4. A phonetic system.

«...language as a physical system (i.e. system-&-process), tak-
ing account of the physical properties of the sound wavey [3, p. 6].

1.2.6. A social semiotic.

According to M.A K. Halliday, above and beyond «language as sys-
temy» and «language as institution» lies the more general, unifying con-
cept that he has labeled «language as social semiotic» [13, p. 659-661].

M.AK. Halliday considered «language as social semioticsy,
that is, as a system of socially motivated established signs (mean-
ings) that are used to express people's needs of communication,
beliefs, and cultures: «Language is, as we have tried to suggest, both
a part of human history and a realization of it, the means whereby
the historical process is construed. This is what we mean by lan-
guage as «social semioticy [4, p. 221].

1.2.7. Language as form.

M.A K. Halliday proposed to consider language as «a form
of action, as the enactment of social relationships and social
processes» [7, p. 273].

Conclusion. According to the results of the research,
the connections and relations within the concept in a generalized
form with the main elements of the characteristic structure inside
were presented and the essence of the concept of «language» in
M.A K. Halliday's scientific views was synthesized.

M.AK. Halliday understood the Essence of the universal
area of being, a part and/or unit of which the researched concept
of «language» as a social phenomenon and a condition of human
existence in interaction with other people; a complex developed
information coding system; a meaning-making and social
semiotic resource for the creation and exchange of meanings;
a creation and product of nature that is in the process of evolution,
a natural reflection of psychophysiological processes that occur in
the speaker's mind; means of access to consciousness for learning,
education, and communication in society; keeping of cultural
and historical experience and formation of intercultural contexts;
an imperfect means/tool that requires normalization to ensure
authentic acquisition, keeping, encoding/decoding and limitation
of information transmission in the process of scientific and social
communication.

Prospects for further research. The continuation of the analysis
and systematization of the content of the concept of «language» on
the basis of the creation of the explanatory formula of concept in
the Sth period of linguistics (the 30s of the 20th century to our time)
is the prospect for our further research.

This will give us the opportunity to trace the process
of the further evolution of the concept of «language» in the life
activities of people and societies, taking into account historicism.

Based on the results of such research, it will be possible to
synthesize a full and monosemantic definition of the concept
of «languagey, which will not conflict with generally accepted ones
and become more correct and sufficient at the analyzed stage.
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CoaparoBa JI. II. CyTHicTb NOHATTA «MOBa» Yy
nocaimkenusax Maiikiaa Ogaexcanapa Kipksyna Xannaines

Anortanisi. L{g cTarTs € CKIaZOBOI0 YaCTHHOIO LHKITY
cTaredd, NPUCBAYCHHX MOpPOOJIEeMaM EBOJIIOLIl  CYTHOCTI
MOHSTTS «MOBa» B ICTOPHYHOMY acmekTi (BiJ| TaBHUHH [0
CY4YacHOCTI).

HaykoBa cnaammnaa Maiikna Onekcanapa Kipksyna
Xamizes. OJHOTO 3 BHIATHHUX NpenCcTaBHHUKIB JIOHIOHCHKOT
JIHTBICTHYHOI IIKOJHM (IIIKOJIA KOHIICTITYalli3My), 3aCHOBHHKA
CHUCTEMHO-(QYHKIIIOHAJILHOT ~ JIIHTBICTUKH Ta  CHCTEMHO-
(yHKIIIOHANBHOT ~IpaMaTHKW, CTAaHOBUTH IHTEpeC  JUis
TIPOJIOBKEHHS TOCIIKEHHS 3a3HaYCHOT MPOoOIeMHu.

160

M. Xamnige# npuaiue 0arato yBaru po3riisay MOHSATTS
«MOBay 3 PI3HUX TOYOK 30y Ta MO3HIIIH. Horo TEOopisi Ta ONKMCH
OTPUMAJIH IIUPOKE BU3HAHHS B MOBO3HABCTBI.

Jis  Hamoro JOCHIJDKEHHS MpoOieM  JIIHTBiCTHYHOL
TEpMIiHOJIOTII, a caMe PO3YMiHHS CYyTHOCTi HOHSTTS «MOBa»
B ICTOPHYHOMY aCIEKTi, CTAHOBJIAThH IHTEPEC HOTO KOHIICTIIs
rpaMaTuKy, JEKCHKOrpaMaThuka, TepMiH, KU BiH BUHAWIIOB
i skuil Ga3yeTbcs Ha OUNBII 3arajibHiil Teopil MOBH; HOro
PO3INIAA MOHATTS «MOBH» 3 COLIANBHOI TOYKH 30pYy AJLI
BU3HAYCHHS COLIAIbHOTO CEMIOTHYHOTO DPEeCypCy, SKUi BiH
BHM3HAYAB K «ITOTEHIlIaJI 3HAUYEHHs»; HOro OaueHHs ITTHOOKOTO
3B'SI3Ky M)XK «MOBOIO» Ta COLIIAJIbHOIO CTPYKTYPOIO.

VY crarti mpencrapieHi JOCTI/DKEHHS Ta aHajli3 HayKOBOL
caammHd M. Xammines st igeHTudikanii Ta cucteMmaruzaii
WOro 0coOMCTOT TOYKH 30py Ta PO3YMIHHS CYTHOCTI MOHSITTS
«MOB2» 32 CYTTEBUMH, CIELI(HIYHUMYU O3HAKAMH, SIKi JO3BOJIIOTH
BH3HAYUTH OCHOBHI €JIEMEHTH XapaKTEePHCTHYHOI CTPYKTYpH. 3a
BUSIBIICHUMH CYTTEBUMH Ta «CTPHKHEBHMID) 3HAYCHHAMH 3MICTY
HOHATTA OyJla CHHTE30BaHa Je(DiHILIiA IOHATTS «MOBAY.

IndopmariiiHuit  aHami3 CYTHOCTI TOHSATTS ~ «MOBa»
Oy mpoBeneHU Ha 0a3i CTBOpPeHHA TIyMadHoi (opmyau
3MICTY MOHATTS 3a CYTTEBHUMH, CHEUUGBIYHUMH O3HAKAMH
Ta i1eHTHdiKalii eeMEeHTIB XapaKTePUCTUYHOI CTPYKTYpH.

leit anasti3 1a€ MOXKIIMBICTh 1IeHTH(IKYBATH Ta BU3HAYUTH
Y CHCTEMAaTH30BaHUX Ta y3araJbHEHUX TPAKTYBAHHIX HOHSITTS
«MOBa» «CTPHIKHEBI» 3HAUCHHS CYTHOCTI aHaJli30BaHOTO
TIOHSTTSL.

BigmoBifHO [0 OTPUMAHHUX PE3YIbTAaTiB IPOBEICHOIO
aHamizy HaykoBoi cmammmuu M. Xammiges Oynu BHSBIICHI
Ta BUAITEHI, PO3MEXOBaHI Ta CUCTEMAaTH30BaHi y3arajlbHEHi
nedinimii (TpakTyBaHHS) TOHSATTS «MOBa» Ta BHSBJICHO
7 CTpPWKHEBHUX 3Ha4€Hb, SKi BimOOpa)kal CYTHICTh LBOTO
TOHSITTSL.

V pesynbrati mpoBeNeHOro AOCHIHKEHHS 3 TOTPUMAaHHIM
HAayKOBOI BUMOTH OJHO3HAYHOCTI JO BH3HAYCHHS HAayKOBHX
TEpPMIiHIB Ta TOHATH Oylla CHHTE30BaHa Yy3araJbHEHA
JediHilis CyTHOCTI HOHATTS «MOBa» B 0COOMCTOMY PO3YMiHHI
M. Xammiges.

KawuoBi cioBa: MoBa, TiaymauHa ¢opMmyna 3MICTy
MOHSTTS, SIEMEHTH XapaKTePUCTHIHOT CTPYKTYPH, OHSTTSL.




