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Великобританії. У 1970 р. до влади прийшов султан Кабус ібн Са'ід (1970-2020) і 
оголосив про створення єдиного султанату Оман у складі султанату Маскат та імамату 

Оман. 

На момент появи держави «саудітів» баланс сил між кочовими та напівкочовими 

правителями Центральної Аравії, багато з яких формально були під суверенітетом 

Оттоманської імперії, складався приблизно однаково. Проте, виникнення на початку 

XVIII ст. у Центральній Аравії ваггабізму справило колосальний вплив на політичну 
обстановку у регіоні. Мухаммад ібн Абд аль-Ваггаб, закликав повернутися до 

початкових основ ісламського віровчення, яким воно було за часів пророка 

Мухаммада. З часом він об’єднав свої зусилля «з військовою силою дома ас-Саудів, 

дав потужний імпульс руху за консолідацію саудівського суспільства» [1, с. 53]. Після 

закінчення Першої світової війни Велика Британія підтримала Абд аль-Азіз ібн Сауда 

в його боротьбі проти  шаріфа (правителя) Хіджаза, хранителя святих місць ісламу 
Мекки та Медини Хусайна ібн Алі. В результаті Абд аль-Азіз встановив контроль над 

майже всією територією теперішнього королівства і в січні 1926 р. був проголошений 

королем «Хіджаза, Неджда та приєднаних областей» і офіційно прийняв титул 

охоронця святинь ісламу. У 1932 р., країна змінила назву на «Королівство Саудівська 

Аравія».  

У 1970 - 80-х рр. завдяки вдалому проведенню адміністративно-державних 
реформ і наявності величезних запасів вуглеводної сировини  Аравійські монархії 

продемонстрували приклад успішної модернізації соціально-економічної і політичної 

структури традиційного суспільства.  
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GEO-SECURITY DIMENSIONS OF THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR 

 

Russian war against Ukraine is a complex challenge for global geo-security. On the 

surface, we see issues of armed conflict, war crimes, occupied territories, destruction, mass 

mining of territories, and so on. But at the same moment, we have to talk about more diverse 

challenges such as food security, violations of human rights, non-proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, security in all its dimensions, rule of international law, ecology, disinformation, 

etc. which have a global, not even regional impact for the current developments and for the 

future. 

Food security issue 
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Ukraine is among the top 10 producers and exporters of oil and oilseeds, grains and 
meal, along with livestock products on the agricultural market [5, p.4]. Ukrainian agricultural 

products are very important because around 400 mln people (excluding the population of 

Ukraine) may be supplied with Ukrainian food products. Many countries are largely 

dependent on Ukrainian food imports, so Ukraine is a strategic supplier for them. Among 

them: Egypt, Indonesia, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Thailand, Yemen, Oman, Tunisia, Israel, 

and Libya. Some of these countries are low-income and food-deficit countries as well as the 
least developed ones. According to the UN, more than 65% of exported wheat goes to 

developing countries [9]. Before the war, Ukraine covered about 50% of the world's 

sunflower oil production and 13% of grain exports [5, p.4]. When russian full-scale invasion 

resulted in the occupation of around 20% of Ukrainian territory it led to huge problems with 

the logistics channels of supply and as a result – a risk of famine in countries dependent on 

agricultural products. As a result of the russian blockade on Ukrainian grain exports, mining 
of the fields, occupation of agricultural fields, and the theft of agricultural machinery, the 

global availability of grain has decreased, and prices have increased. The world was close to 

the destruction of the world's food system. Blocking Ukrainian ports and stopping food 

exports from Ukraine became one of the key global challenges in the context of russian 

aggression against Ukraine. 

On July 22, 2022, an agreement “Initiative for safe transportation of grain and food 
products from Ukrainian ports” was signed in Istanbul to unblock Ukrainian ports for the 

export of grain, known as the “Grain Corridor”. In November 2022, this agreement was 

extended for another 120 days [1]. 

Violation of human rights and rule of international law 

Russian aggression against Ukraine, which started in 2014 and continued as massive 

invasion in 2022 led to the massive violations of the human rights. Basic human rights 
include the right to life and liberty, freedom from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and 

expression, the right to work and education, and many more [3]. The basic right – right to 

live – is violated by Russian terrorists: from 24 February 2022 to 18 June 2023, OHCHR 

recorded 24,862 civilian casualties in Ukraine: 9,083 killed and 15,779 injured [8], but actual 

numbers are considerably higher and it will be unknown up to the end of the war. In the 

overview of human rights violations committed by the russian federation in the occupied 
territories of Ukraine made by non-governmental organization Vostok-SOS we can find the 

generalization of the main violations of the human rights: already mentioned right to life, 
 
the 

property right, the right to liberty and security of person, prohibition of torture, freedom of 

thought, conscience, and religion [4].
 
 

Under the circumstances of the armed conflict, the legal regime of international 

humanitarian law supposed to be applied. This type of international law includes the rules of 
war and the rules of treatment of protected categories of persons, including the civilian 

population of the occupied territories. Russia is responsible for human rights violations by its 

representatives in the occupied territories of Ukraine, because it is defined by the principle of 

extraterritorial jurisdiction (the case when controlled by russia territory is outside 

internationally recognized national borders). According to the UN official position, 

international human rights law lays down the obligations of Governments to act in certain 
ways or to refrain from certain acts, in order to promote and protect human rights and 

fundamental freedoms of individuals or groups [3]. Since 2014 and since February 2022, the 

number of human rights violations in the occupied territories is not decreasing. All the 
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responsibility for human rights violations lies not only on russia as a state, but on the 
personnel of the Russian Armed Forces, representatives of the FSB, local occupation 

administrations, and various paramilitary groups supported and encouraged by Russia [4].
 
 

Such neglect of international law and actual impunity of Russia at this stage creates a 

potential danger of neglect of international law by other states and further weakening of the 

influence and effectiveness of international organizations. 

Non-proliferation of nuclear weapons 
Another example of russia’s violation of the international law and provocative step 

was putin’s statement about the deployment of russian tactical nuclear weapons on the 

territory of Belarus which he made in March 2023. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 

underlined that this statement undermines basic principles of the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the architecture of nuclear disarmament and the 

international security system as a whole [7]. In May 2023 representatives of russia and 
Belarus signed an agreement regulating the stationing of russian tactical nuclear weapons on 

the territory of Belarus. We can completely agree with position of Polish analytics Andrzej 

Wilk Piotr Żochowski who said that it is part of a psychological operation calculated to make 

the West yield to nuclear blackmail and reduce its support for Ukraine [10]. Weak reaction of 

NATO and the whole “collective” West stimulate russia to continue its aggressive actions 

against both Ukraine and the West. As it is noted in the Statement of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Ukraine once again russia confirms its chronic inability to be a responsible 

possessor of nuclear weapons as a means of deterrence and prevention of war [7].  

As it was interpreted at the beginning of the 1990s the examples of Belarus, 

Kazakhstan, and Ukraine, who had acceded to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty as non-

nuclear states, offered hope for a future in which nuclear danger is progressively reduced. 

But in 2023 situation with Belarus occurred to be the opposite.  
Belarus violated many international agreements not to deploy nuclear warheads on its 

territory. And now Minsk can be the aim of the more international sanctions. The stationing 

of tactical nuclear weapons in Belarus increases russia’s nuclear capability on  the European 

continent, and this is a factor of instability not only for Europe. Russia uses nuclear weapons 

as a tool of threats and intimidation and threatens the future of human civilization. One more 

dimension of that challenge for the whole world is the fact the situation can become 
uncontrolled by Russia, and the unruled circumstances can cause the next ecological 

catastrophe.  

Ecology as a geo-security challenge 

As a result of a russian terrorist attack on a Kakhovska hydroelectric power plant, the 

water level in the Kakhovka reservoir has fallen below the critical mark. Today, instead of 

the Kakhovka Sea, there is only a desert – sand and old barges. The reservoir created by the 
dam played a very important role for the region, Ukraine and Europe. Kakhovka 

subsequently supplied drinking water, water for reclamation of agricultural land, and even 

the water in the cooling ponds of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, which also came 

under russian occupation. When the russians blew up the dam it caused the flooding of one 

territory and the desertification of others. In general, it formed long-lasting effects on 

ecosystems, cities, and industries in the region, with terrible humanitarian, ecological, and 
economic consequences [6]. 

In the humanitarian dimension, we have to mention the necessity of urgent 

evacuations. People had to leave their homes, and on the both de-occupied and occupied 
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territories of Khersonska oblast Russian terrorists did not let people be rescued safely. The 
explosion on the dam which was caused by Russians has a great impact on drinking water 

scarcity, environmental damage, and impact on agriculture, industrial production, and the 

energy sector, logistics, housing and infrastructure. We also have to mention a huge wave of 

disinformation that was initiated by Russia and its doubts about the perpetrator of the 

explosion of the Dam. We also can name the main risks: freshwater contaminated with 

pesticides and other agrochemicals from the flooded areas may find its way into the Black 
Sea via the Dnipro River; negative consequences for fishing activities in the territorial waters 

of other countries within the Black Sea basin; hazardous substances from the affected 

industrial facilities infiltrating the water system; erosion and displacement minefields, posing 

a threat to the safety of agricultural activities in all downstream areas; increased danger from 

explosive objects due to the flooding [2]. So now all Black Sea basin countries are under the 

mentioned risks. 
Unfortunately, mentioned issues are not the whole list of current problems, which had 

risen during this aggressive war and were caused by russia. Geo-security dimensions of the 

russian-Ukrainian war are complex, interdependent, and influential for future developments 

not only in Ukraine but in Europe and the world as a whole. 
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