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HEALTH being defined as ‘the condition of being sound in body, mind, or spirit’ goes far beyond the field of biology and
it is the subject of numerous multidisciplinary studies. HEALTH is also related to social medical care and during the world
spread pandemic HEALTH has acquired specific significance as a great number of people faced some health problems
because of Covid. The article is devoted to the study of HEALTH presentation in the media, in The Guardian articles in
particular. The first stage of the research concentrated on the associative experiment with the stimulus word HEALTH.
Students of different majors (medicine, technology and linguistics) were asked to share their associations with HEALTH.
The most frequent associations constituted the basics for the second stage of the research which is based on the corpus
analysis in order to unveil what associative words with HEALTH are presented in media texts. Sketch Engine has been
used to process the corpus of The Guardian articles. Associative words with HEALTH have different frequency presenta-
tion in the associative experiment and in the media texts. Thus, the word vaccination has the leading position in the asso-
ciative experiment with the stimulus word HEALTH, whereas according to corpus analysis of The Guardian articles, the
most frequently used word is Covid. The words that are commonly frequent in the media discourse are pandemic, hospital,
patient, virus, though these words are not at the top of the HEALTH association word list, and on the contrary, mask, doctor
and Covid test which are favoured by students are less frequently used in the media texts. Due to different frequency we
concentrated on the more detailed analysis of three lemmas — DOCTOR, PANDEMIC and QUARANTINE — in the media
texts and considered their semantic prosody in the media context which demonstrated clearly positive presentation of the
first lemma and negative of the two latter. As we investigated presentation of HEALTH in the broadsheet The Guardian,
the further perspective is a study of the same associative words with HEALTH in tabloids which will include comparative
analysis of the results gained in two studies.
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3rigHo cnoBHMKOBOTO BMU3HaYeHHsi, HEALTH — ue «cTaH 300poBoro Tina, po3ymy Uu Oyxy», L0 BUXOOWUTb Aaneko 3a
Mexi 6i0noriYHOro 3Ha4YeHHs i Le € NPeaMeToM YMCIIEHHMX MixxaucumniiHapHux gocnigxeHs. HEALTH Takox nos’sisaHo
3 CUCTEMOK OXOPOHU 340POB’A | TOMY, Mig Yac ceiToBoi naHgemii HEALTH Habyno ocobnmBoro 3HaveHHs, OCKinbKy Benunka
KinbKiCTb NtoAen 3iTKHynacb 3 NeBHUMK npobnemamu 3i 30opoB’ssM B pe3ynbTati nosisu koeigy. CTaTTio NpUCBAYEHO aHa-
nisy npesenTtauii HEALTH y megiiHnx TekcTax, 3okpema y ctattsax The Guardian. Ha nepwomy eTani gocnimkeHHs 6yno
NpoBeOEHO acoLiaTUBHUIN ekcnepuMeHT 3i cnoBom-cTumynom HEALTH. CTygeHTw pisHmx cheuianbHocTen (MegunyHoi,
TEXHOMOrYHOI Ta NIHrBICTUYHOI) Bynn onNMTaHi CTOCOBHO iXHix acouiauin 3 HEALTH. HaivacToTHiwwi acouiauii cTanu ocHo-
BOIO ANs NPOBEAEHHS APYroro eTany AOCHiMKEHHs, sike 6adyBanocs Ha KopnyCHOMY aHanisi acouiatueHux cnis 3 HEALTH
y Megia TekcTax. [na obpobku oTpMmaHmx gaHux no kopnycy cratei The Guardian 6yno BukopuctaHo nporpamy Sketch
Engine. Cnosa-acouiauii 3 HEALTH matoTb pi3Hy 4aCTOTHICTb NpeACTaBnNeHHs B acoLiaTUBHOMY eKCNEPUMEHTI Ta B Megin-
HMX TekcTax. Tak, 3a pesynbratamy acoLuiaTUBHOIO ekcrnepuMeHTy 3i cnosom-cTumynom HEALTH nigupyrody nosuuito
3aiimMae crnoBo vaccination, Togi sik 3rigHO KopnycHoro aHanisy cratert The Guardian HanbinbLw BxvBaHUM crnoBoM € Covid.
CnoBa, ski 4acTo 3ycTpivaloTbecs B Mefia auckypci: pandemic, hospital, patient, virus, xo4a Lj cnoBa He 3aiMaloTb BULL
CXOAMHKM cepefq cniB-acouiauin 3 HEALTH, i HaBnaku Taki cnoea sik mask, doctor and Covid test, skum HagatoTb nepesary
CTYAEHTU, pifLLe BXMBAIOTLCA ¥ Mefia TekcTax. Yepes pisHy YacTOTHICTb BXUBaHHS cnis-acouiauii 3 HEALTH mu 3oce-
peaunuce Ha Binblu AeTanbHOMY aHanisi Tpbox nem, a came: DOCTOR, PANDEMIC i QUARANTINE y megia Tekctax Ta
Jocnignnm ix cemaHTUYHY NPOCOZit0 Y Mefia KOHTEKCTI, L0 NPOAEMOHCTPYBAro YiTke NO3NTUBHE 3HAYEHHS NEpPLLOi NeMM
Ta HeraTMBHe ABOX OCTaHHix. Ockinbku Mu gocnigxysanu npeacrtasneHHss HEALTH y raseti The Guardian, noganbLuoto
NepcnekTUBOI € BUBYEHHS Ta aHani3 TMx camux cnie-acoujiauii 3 HEALTH B Tabnoigax, Lo BKtoYaTMMe NOPIBHSANbHWUIA
aHania pesynbraTtiB 060x JOCNiIAXEHb.

KniouoBi cnoBa: HEALTH, acouiauis, kopnycHui aHanis, 3MI, The Guardian.

Introduction. All modern concepts of HEALTH  to health advocate that we should not only observe
recognize it as more than the absence of disease, the health of individuals, but also the health of groups
implying a maximum capacity of the individual for = and communities, as a result of the interaction of
self-realization and self-fulfillment. This should bal-  individuals with the social environment. So, the aim
ance the human’s inner forces and possibilities with ~ of the article is to unveil how HEALTH is seen by
the feeling of pleasure or dissatisfaction the human  young students and which of their associations about
being can get, their interaction with the world around ~ HEALTH are reflected in the media texts.
them, adjusting to living and / or working condi- Literature overview. The World Health
tions [1]. Social medicine and public health approach ~ Organisation’s (WHO) definition of Aealth does not
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fit the current societal viewpoints anymore [2]. The
WHO’s definition of health is formulated as a state of
complete physical, mental and social wellbeing and
not merely the absence of disease or infirmity [3].
Due to the word ‘complete’ in this definition, many
people would not be considered healthy, because
of their chronic illnesses or disabilities [2, 3]. For
them, complete wellbeing would be utopian and
unfeasible [4]. This is no longer uniformly accepted.
Perspectives on people with physical disabilities are
changing; they are no longer seen as ‘unhealthy’. On
the other hand, the focus has shifted to the fact that
people, when they get a chronic illness or disability,
do need to adapt to their new situation; being able to
do this is part of the recently developed paradigm of
‘positive health’ [5].

HEALTH is defined as the general condition of
your body [6], and may be regarded as totally biolog-
ical notion with the opposition HEALTH-DESEASE,
in other words POSITIVE-NEGATIVE, but actually
HEALTH goes far beyond the field of biology and
it is the subject of a great number of studies and the
subject of linguistic research in particular. During
the pandemic period HEALTH has become of special
interest for almost everybody.

The Associative experiment allows to reveal stu-
dents’ perception of HEALTH during the pandemic
times. The method of associative experiment was
first used by Francis Galton [7, pp. 149—162] in 1879
in order to research the «association of ideas» in his
experiments. The German physiologist and philoso-
pher W. Wundt [8, p. 23] used associative experi-
ment method to define the verbal association speed
in 1892. Recent studies which are based on free asso-
ciative experiments are rather productive in many
interdisciplinary fields. For an experiment only one-
word stimulus is usually chosen and in order to get
free word associations respondents are supposed to
give answers with first words that appear in the minds
[9, p. 21]. The type of word which is used as a stimu-
lus word can be a noun, verb, adjective, or numeral.
In this regard, M. Bahar and M. Hansell [10, p. 349]
explain that in a free word association experiment,
the most important thing is the right explanations of
response words to each stimulus word. An associa-
tive experiment is one of the methods which make
it possible to study linguistic thought activity being
behind linguistic units, to look at formation of real-
ity image in it, the view of world picture in human
linguistic memory and thinking activity mechanism
through practical experiments.

While the methodology of the experiment has
been well established, the data processing remains a
disputable issue. The debatable question concerns the
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principles of data processing. As far back as Aristotle’s
classification, associations were grouped according
to similarity, contrast or sequence. Traditionally the
relations are subdivided into associations of contigu-
ity in space and time, thematic attribution, similar-
ity or contrast. Nowadays, linear typology has been
recognized insufficient: it should include functional
characteristics as well. Following the concept of
semantic fields worked out by Trier and Porzig [11],
it is assumed that the associative field comprises
paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations of response.
The effective approach to data processing combines
different ways to produce the most appropriate tool
for the research. A successfully working typology
of results takes into consideration the relations set
between the word-stimulus and response, as well as
the relations between the elements in the semantic
field, created by the whole set of response. Organized
around the word-stimulus, the elements of the field
belong to particular themes. Paradigmatic and syn-
tagmatic relations in the field are determined by cul-
tural and language competence of respondents [12].
Cultural peculiarities about HEALTH may be
learned by respondents from the media as the mass
media discourse is one of main information sources
for human beings as it reflects events taking place at
a certain period of time and it outlines main topics
which can be of particular interest to society [13].
Media texts in its turn can be studied with the
help of corpus analysis. Corpus is a ‘body’ of lan-
guage, or more precisely, a very large collection of
naturally occurring language, stored as computer
files. T. McEnery and A. Hardie in 2011 in their work
“Corpus Linguistics: Method, Theory and Practice”
allege that corpus linguistics study language carry-
ing explanation or description, also underlying that
Corpus Linguistics is a quantitative methodology,
which means that corpus linguistics mostly deals
with numbers reflecting frequencies of words and
phrases in corpora [14]. However, nowadays Corpus
Linguistics is seen not only as a methodology but as
a theory of language as well, and very often it com-
bines both. According to T. McEnery and A. Wilson
[15, p. 1] it was conceived as nothing but a meth-
odology, created from a set of theoretical principles
about language, although it could be argued that
more recently it has been used to advance theories
about language use [16]. W. Teubert [17, p. 4] states
that Corpus Linguistics is not a method but an insis-
tence on working only with real language data taken
from the discourse in a principled way and compiled
into a corpus, and E. Tognini-Bonelli [18, p. 1], sup-
porting the mentioned above idea, argues that Corpus
Linguistics has gone well beyond [its] methodologi-
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cal role and has become an independent field of
linguistics.

Media and HEALTH. The research consists of
two stages: the first includes the Associative experi-
ment with the stimulus word HEALTH held among
355 students, which revealed their associations con-
nected with health and enabled to outline the seman-
tic field of HEALTH, while the second stage presup-
poses a corpus analysis of media texts concentrating
on the text presentations of the lexemes we got dur-
ing the associative experiment.

The corpus was created with the help of Sketch
Engine program. The corpus presents the data
received from the newspaper texts taken from the
broadsheet The Guardian. The focus of attention is
the collocations with the lexemes from the associa-
tive experiment.

We conducted a free associative experiment
using the method of individual questioning of
355 testees aged from 16 to 22 years. They were
not limited in time or number of answers. As a
result of their responses, we received reactions
that comprise the associative fields of the stimulus
word HEALTH.

According to the experimental data obtained, the
associative field of the word HEALTH is presented as
following (see Diagram 1):

All these verbal manifestations underwent
classification according to their semantic and
functional meaning, relations of similarity and
contiguity set up with the stimulus. Thus, we
distinguish three thematic classes, which are
determined by visual (Health-care), implicational
(Illness), and functional (Activity) characteristics
of the word under study. All the associations are
represented by lexical units. Quantitatively, the
groups are represented by 42 % of ILLNESS, 33 %
of HEALTH-CARE, and 25 % of ACTIVITY (see
Figure 1).

The class HEALTH-CARE is constituted by 4 lex-
ical units. The visual class comprises the names of
representatives and the attributes of the health care
facilities (doctor, patient, hospital, mask), which are
in partitive relations with the word-stimulus.

The word DOCTOR, for example, in general has a
positive implication, as it is defined in the dictionary
as a physician; a member of the medical profession;
one who is trained and licensed to heal the sick [19].

Associations with HEALTH

M Covid-Test

M Vaccination
Mask

H Doctor

H Covid-19
Hospital

B Pandemic

| Virus

M Patient

M Delta

B Omicron

M Quarantine

Diagram 1. Association with HEALTH

Health-care Activity

e Covid-19 e Hospital e Covid-Test
e Pandemic e Mask e Vaccination
e Virus e Doctor e Quarantine
e Delta e Patient

e Omicron

Fig. 1. Thematic classes of associations with HEALTH
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However, collocations with the lemma DOCTOR can
have negative, positive and neutral semantic prosody
depending on the contextual meaning of the whole
passage. The criterion to define the studied colloca-
tions with DOCTOR as positive, negative or neutral
is totally based on the positiveness / negativeness of
the idea presented in the passage taking into consid-
eration the verbs that describe actions either con-
nected or triggering other positive or negative con-
sequences or results as well as other phrases in the
passage that can be identified as positive or negative.
Thus, for example, in the given passage The UK will
pay an economic price for failing to consider long
Covid when lifting restrictions and making recom-
mendations on vaccinations for children, a doctor
has warned (The Guardian), the verb warn together
with the phrase “making recommendations” a viable
solution create a positive picture of a doctor as a spe-
cialist, expert, so the given collocation is marked as
a positive one.

The data given by the Sketch Engine present vari-
ous information, showing similarities and differences
between certain collocations found in the media dis-
course (see Figure 2).

The discourse collocations analysis of DOCTOR
proves that this collocation has positive coloring in
the articles.

The implicative class ILLNESS is constituted by
5 lexical units. Health is associated with its direct
opposites, such as: Covid-19, pandemic, virus, Delta
and Omicron. Thus, the categorial group is based on
formal dissimilarity with the stimulus. The specifying
group includes proper names, which allude to typical
illnesses and conditions of the modern humanity.

PANDEMIC as an epidemic that is geographically
widespread occurring throughout a region or even
throughout the world has a strong negative connota-
tion. Negative pictures in the passages where through
verbs or phrases unfavourable situations are shaped
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Fig. 2. The n-gram of collocations with DOCTOR
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collocations ‘PANDEMIC + noun’ are considered
to have a negative mode, e.g., Almost 15,000 ghost
flights left the UK between the start of the Covid-19
pandemic in March 2020 and September 2021, the
Guardian revealed in February (The Guardian). The
analysis of the given passage enables to state the col-
location “the Covid-19 pandemic” as the one with
negative semantic prosody being reinforced with the
noun ghost also having negative semantic prosody,
and all together depicting the consequences of the
epidemic (see Figure 3).

The functional class Activity is composed by
3 nouns that are in synonymic (vaccination) and
antonymic relations (Covid-Test, Quarantine) with
the word-stimulus.

QUARANTINE is defined as:

— a sanitary measure to prevent the spread of a
contagious plague by isolating those believed to be
infected;

— a certain place for isolating persons suspected
of suffering from a contagious disease;
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Fig. 3. The n-gram of collocations with PANDEMIC
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20 10
Covid Test 4 -
Covid 170 1
6 1
40 6
24 14
35 1
98 13
132

22 1

39 121
32 119
6 3
0 2
18 118
17 123

Fig. 5. The most frequently used words with HEALTH in The Guardian and in the experiment

— a certain period of time during which a person
is isolated to determine whether they've been infected
with a contagious disease [20].

The nouns requirement, facility express negative
prosody in the context. Such collocations create an
image of restrictions affecting people’s activities
and relationships. In addition, people do not want
to be forced to get isolated, or to wear masks urging
different political forces to maneuver between
two camps of quarantine supporters or opponents,
e.g. Health Minister, Yvette D'Ath, announced the
suspension, saying the mounting number of health
workers needing to quarantine or isolate was taking
its toll (The Guardian). Thus, collocations with
QUARANTINE possessing negative semantic
prosody cannot but create gloomy, unfavorable,
sometimes pessimistic depiction of what is happening
right now in the world, still presenting actions both
governments and people take in order to cope with the
situations, which the following n-gram exemplifies
(see Figure 4).

During the corpus analysis we have concentrated
mostly on three associative words received from the

associative experiment — DOCTOR, PANDEMIC
and QUARANTINE — as most representative in the
media texts (see Figure 5).

Conclusion. In the focus of the research there are
the lexemes pandemic, vaccination, doctor, Covid
test, mask, hospital, patient, virus elicited from a
free associative experiment with the stimulus word
HEALTH. The media attribute particular quali-
ties and functions to HEALTH, which they learned
about indirectly. According to corpus analysis of
The Guardian articles, the most frequently used
word is VACCINATION. The words that are com-
monly frequent in the media discourse are Covid-19,
pandemic, hospital, patient, virus. In conclusion, it
should be admitted that, the method of the associa-
tive experiment, rather rarely used nowadays, is an
efficient method to unveil latent information of cul-
tural and social phenomena, HEALTH in our case,
in combination with the corpus analysis. The further
perspectives of the research are corpus analysis of the
same lexemes presented in tabloids and comparative
analysis of the results obtained from the broadsheet
The Guardian.
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The article is devoted to the study of criteria for distinguishing aspectual classes of predicates in the modern English
language. In particular, the works of M. Moens, K. Smith, B. Comrie, D. Doughty, J. Doling, S. Rothstein were analyzed.
The concept of the aspectual category at the predicate level is highlighted and its lexical type is considered. The verbs of
the semelfactive and activity class are examined. The criteria for dividing semelfactive verbs and activities into separate
aspectual classes are presented on specific examples.

The lexical aspect of a verb is a part of the way in which that verb is structured in relation to time. Any event, state,
process, or action which a verb expresses-collectively, any eventuality-may also be said to have the same lexical aspect.

Activities do not have have a terminal point (a point before which the activity cannot be said to have taken place, and
after which the activity cannot continue). These verbs do not foreknow any limit in their progress. The activities can be
infinite in theory and the continuance of its realization cannot determine its discontinuance in any way.

The verbs we use to describe one-time actions can ultimately be described as semelfactives. These verbs express
actions that happen very quickly and without the result or out. They are able to express the value of multiplicity regardless
of the form in which they occur. They are characterized as dynamic, atelic and instantaneous. Since they are single-stage
events, semelfactives are intrinsically bounded.

During the work on the article, several methods of analysis were used, namely corpus-contextual, comparative and
descriptive.

The conclusion summarizes the main results of research, which, in turn, determine the relevance of further study of the
aspectual and structural features of verbs of the class of semelfactives and activities. Observations and conclusions made
in the course of the study are illustratd by examples from the British National Corpus (BNC).

Key words: aspectuality, telicity, semelfactives, activities, predicate.

CratTs NnpucBsiveHa OOCHIAKEHHIO KpUTEPITB NS BUOKPEMIIEHHSI acnekTyanbHMX KNaciB giecniB-npegukaris y cyyac-
Hivi aHrnicbkin moBi. 3okpeMa npoaxHanisosaHo npaui M. Moetca, K. Cwmit, b. Kompi, 4. OayTi, k. AboniHr, C. PoTcTamH.
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