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ORGANIZATION OF COMMUNICATION IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE CLASSES
USING BREAKOUT ROOMS IN GOOGLE MEET

In the technology-driven world, where technology is becoming an integral part of the educational process, the use
of video conferencing tools is becoming increasingly important to improve the quality and efficiency of learning. This is
especially relevant for foreign language classes, where the development of communication skills is a key element of language
acquisition. In this context, the use of the Google Meet platform and its functionality, breakout rooms, is defined as a
potentially effective means of improving students’ communication skills while learning foreign languages. Google Meet and
its functionality, can be productive in language learning through a language environment that allows students to communicate
with each other in small groups, which creates a favorable atmosphere for real speaking practice. In such mini groups,
students can use the language in special situations and improve their pronunciation and communication skills. Interaction
and cooperation among students contribute to the development of communication skills by exchanging ideas, engaging in
debates, or collaboratively solving tasks, thus helping in enhancing understanding and proficiency in language usage. In
terms of options for teachers/lecturers, it allows teachers to create individual or group creative assignments that meet the
needs and interests of specific students or groups. This may include tasks aimed at improving pronunciation, comprehension
or use of language in specific situations. Engagement of small groups in work can help students better remember the material
and absorb it in a deep level of understanding. During the discussion, other students can help to uncover different aspects of
the material, which promotes deeper understanding and awareness for the whole group.

Regarding the general use of technology in education, Google Meet and breakout rooms are part of a broader up-to-
date trend of using video conferencing tools in educational institutions. These tools enable remote learning, providing
access to learning for students from different locations and different time zones. They also promote active interaction
and cooperation between students and teachers, who are in line with modern approaches to learning that emphasize the
importance of active participation and cooperation in the learning process.

The main part of the article is aimed at studying the possibilities of optimizing the learning process using subgroup
sessions in Google Meet on the example of foreign language classes, some examples of tasks with determining their
impact and effectiveness on the development of communicative competences of participants in the educational process.

In the practical part, the article researches the effectiveness of the use of the technical option, the subgroup session usage,
and presents the results of investigation, while learning a foreign language, because the main objective is the development
of foreign language communicative competence, which includes language, speech, socio-cultural, country studies and
linguistic studies competences and can be perfectly implemented thanks to technologies during distance learning learning.

Key words: Google Meet, breakout rooms, subgroup division, educational platform, interaction.

Hamania YAII/IIHCHKA,

orcid.org/0000-0001-6478-8560

BUKIA0AY Kaphedpu THOZeMHUX MO8 MA MeMOOUK IX HABYAHHS
Kuiscoroeo cmonuunoco ynisepcumemy imeni bopuca I pinuenka
(Kuis, Yxpaina) n.chaplinska@kubg.edu.ua

OPTAHIZAIIA CIIIIKYBAHHS HA 3AHATTAX 3 IHO3EMHUMHOI MOBH
I3 BUKOPUCTAHHSAM CEAHCIB IIIAT'PYII B GOOGLE MEET

YV ceimi, de mexnonozii idicpaioms 3nauny ponv, i cmawms Hegid EMHOIO CKIAO0B0I0 OCEIMHbO2O NPOYECY, GUKO-
pucmants 3acobig 8i0eoKoHpepenyitl cmae 8ce 8aANCIUBIUUM O NIOBUUEHHS AKOCMI Ma eQeKmuU8HOCHi HA8UAHHSL.
Lle ocobnuso akmyanbho 015 3aHAMb 3 IHO3EMHUX MO8, 0€ PO3GUIMOK KOMYHIKAMUBHUX HABUUOK € KIIOUOBUM €/leMEHIMOM
3aceoenHa mosu. Y yvomy xowmexcmi sukopucmanns niamgopmu Google Meet ma it ¢pynxyionany, ceancy nioepyn,
BUBHAYACMBCA AK NOMEHYIUHO eheKmusHUll 3acio NOKpawyenHs KOMyHIKAMUSHUX HA8UHOK CHIYOeHmis nio yac eusyens
inozemnux mos. Google Meet ma tioco @ynkyionan moxcyms Oymu npoOyKmusHUMU 8 Npoyeci USHEeHHs MO8 3A8051-
KU MOBHOMY Cepedosuwyy, sike 00380IAE CIMYOEHMamM CRIIKY8AMUCS 0OUH 3 OOHUM Y HEBEeIUYKUX 2pYNax, Cmeoploioyu
CRpUAMAUGY ammocgepy Oas NPAKMUKU MOBIEHHS 8 PealbHUX YMOGAX. Y makux Maiux epynax cmyOeHmu ModiCyms
BUKOPUCTNOBYBAMU MOBY 8 0COONUBUX CUMYAYISAX Md NOKPAWYEAMU CE0I0 BUMOBY Md KOMYHIKAMUGHI Haguyku. Bzacmo-
0isl ma cnienpays Migic cmyoeHmam. CRpUsioms pO3GUMKY KOMYHIKAMUGHUX HAGUYOK 3d PAXYHOK OOMIHY ioeamu, ydac-
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mi @ oebamax abo CRiNbHO2O PO368 A3AHHA 3A60AHb, WO OONOMA2AE NONINUEHHIO POZYMIHHA MA MAUCMEPHOCMI GUKO-
pucmanns mosu. [LJodo modcaueocmeri 0 uumenis/1eKmopis, ye 0038014€ CMEOPIOSAMU IHOUGIOYAIbHI abo 2pynoei
meopui 3a60aHHs, AKi 8I0N08I0aAOMb Nompedam ma iHmepecam KOHKpemuux cmyoeumia abo epyn. Lle modice sxnouamu
3A680aHHS, CNPAMOBAHT HA NOKPAUEHHS BUMOBU, POZYMIHHA aDO0 BUKOPUCIAHHI MOBU 8 KOHKPEeMHUX CUMYayiax. 3aiyyeH-
HsL Manux epyn 00 pobomu Modice 00ROMOSMU CIyOeHmam Kpawe 3anam smosgyeamu mamepiail ma posymimu tlo2o Ha
enuboxomy pieni. I1i0 uac 062080peHHs IHULL CHYOCHMU MOXNCYMb OONOMO2IMU PO3KPUMU PI3HI ACNeKmu Mamepiany, wo
CHpUSLE 2MUOUOMY PO3YMIHHIO Ma CBIOOMOCMI 015 8CI€l 2pynu.

LJooo 3azanvroco euxopucmanms mexronoziu y oceimi, Google Meet ma ceancu nioepyn € uacmuHow Oinbul WUpo-
Koi' meHOeHyii UKOPUCTNAHHA BI0eOKOHMepeHYIIHUX 3aco0i8 Y Ha8YANbHUX 3aKkaadax. Lli incmpymenmu 00360/110Mmb
oucmanyitine HABYAHHA, 3a0e3neyyrouu 00CMyn 00 HABUAHHA OISl CIYOeHMI8 3 PISHUX MiCyb Ma PI3HUX YACOBUX NOACIS.
Bonu maxkooic cnpusitoms axmueHiil 63aeMo0ii ma cnienpayi Mise cmyoenmamu ma GUuUmensimu, wo 8i0nogioac cy4acHum
nioxo0am 00 HABYUAHHSL, SIKI AKYEHMYIOMb 3HAYEHHs AKMUGHOT yuacmi ma Cnienpayi y HaguaibHOMY HPOYeCi.

OcHnosna uacmuna cmammi CAPAMOBAHA HA GUEHUEHHS MOJCIUBOCMEN ONMUMI3AYTl HABYAILHO20 Npoyecy 3a 0ONo-
Moeoio cecitl 6 nioepynax ¢ Google Meet na npuxnadi 3aHams 3 iHO3EMHUX MOG, 0€ PO32TAOAIOMbCS NPUKIAOU 3A60AHb M
BUBHAYAEMBCA IX 8NIUE MA e(PeKMUBHICTNb HA PO3BUMOK KOMYHIKAMUBHUX KOMNEeMeHYIll YUACHUKI8 0CBIMHbO20 Npoyecy.

YV npaxmuuniti yacmuni cmammi 00CHioHCyEmMvbcs egheKmusHiCms SUKOPUCMANHHS MEXHIYHOT onyii, UKOPUCAHHS
cecitl @ nioepynax, i npedcmasialomovcs pe3yavmamiu 00CIIONCeHHs, Ni0 YAC HABUAHHS THO3EMHOI MOBU, OCKIIbKU 201106
HOI0 MEMOoI0 € PO36UMOK KOMYHIKAMUBHOI KOMNEMEHMHOCMI Y HA8UATbHOMY NPOYeECI, AKA GKII0YAE MOGHY, MOBLEHHERY,
COYIOKYIbIMYPHY, KPAIHO3HABYY MA JIHe60KPAI3HABWY KoMnemeHyii i Modice Oymu uy0060 peanizo8ana 3a605Ku MexHoN0-

2iAM nid 4ac OUCMAaHYIHO20 HABUAHHSL.

Knrouoei cnosa: Google Meet, cearcu nioepyn, nooin Ha nioepynu, oceimusa niameopma, 83a€mo0is.

Defining the problem and argumentation of the
topicality of its consideration. The great wave of
digitalization of the educational process began with
the outbreak of the pandemic in 2020 and has been
further enhanced by the full-scale Russian invasion of
Ukraine(a lot of educational institutions have returned
to full-time face-to-face studying, but a large number
of reoccupied educational institutions continue to
function in a distance learning format). Due to the global
challenges and threats, the Ukrainian education system
has undergone a significant digital transformation across
all levels, incorporating both distance and blended
learning. These events have disturbed all traditional
forms of teaching, including language teaching. The
communication problem at online English lessons
arises from the limited ability of students to interact
and collaborate effectively with the teacher and
groupmates through remote technologies, which may
impact the quality of language skills acquisition and
the development of speaking proficiency.

As a result, without typical contact between the
teacher and the students, and between the students
themselves, many of them become discouraged and
even dissatisfied. The absence of socialization has
an impact on students’ socio-emotional balance,
particularly in students with current issues of this type
(Mirzoyeva, 2022: 95).

The main objective — is to explore and advocate
for the efficient organization of communication in
foreign language classes through the implementation
of breakout rooms in Google Meet. The focus is on
outlining the strategies and benefits of employing this
approach to enhance the overall learning experience
and language proficiency of students in a virtual
learning environment.
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English as a foreign language is quite difficult to learn
and master, especially in distance learning format, as it
requires constant practice and seriousness in learning.
Therefore, it is necessary to develop different media,
techniques, methods and strategies so that the process
of learning English become more effective. Effective
communication relies on speaking skills, which
empower individuals to convey messages with passion,
thoughtfulness, and persuasiveness. The mastery of
these skills ensures clarity and minimizes the risk of
being misunderstood by the audience. Proficiency
in English-speaking skills not only supports various
language-related activities but also plays a crucial role
in mastering and applying the subject matter presented
by the teacher, whether through direct interactions or
virtual media (Boklan, Pozniak, 2023: 8).

Research analysis. Among the programs that
ensure the synchronous work of teachers and students
in Ukraine in foreign language classes, Zoom and
Google Meet can be identified as the most popular
(Owayid, Uden, 2014). Some scientists were engaged
in the study of the Google Meet platform for effective
work in foreign language classes: Zadorozna T.
investigated the possibilities and prospects of using
Google (Zadorozna, 2023), Boklan M., Pozniak A.,
Vynar O., Markova S. were interested in organization
itself (Boklan, Pozniak, Vynar, Markova, 2023),
Kosharna N., Petryk, L., Hapon, L. researched the
use of Google services specifying in primary school
(Kosharna, Petryk, Hapon, 2022), Mirzoyeva, L.
highlighted advantages and disadvantages (Mirzoyeva,
2022), Helmi M. (Helmi, 2020), Chandler K. (Chandler,
2016), Owayid A. and Uden, L. (Owayid, Uden, 2014)
put emphasis on Google Meet as a media tool for
improving language.
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Presenting main material. Google Meet
platform has a large number of advantages and in
the future can completely replace most services for
video communication and conducting online classes
(Helmi, 2020). The main advantages of using the
Google Meet service are, firstly, the possibility of
continuous communication for 300 minutes, compared
to Zoom, where there is a limit to the conference — up
to 40 minutes. Also, on other platforms, there are often
restrictions on the maximum number of connected
people — 100. Google Meet, in turn, allows you to
connect 150 people at the same time. This is both an
opportunity to hold lectures on courses with more
than 100 students, as well as conducting additional
conferences, interuniversity and even international
meetings. Another problem of many other platforms
used in online education is the necessity to download
a special application on any device for establishing a
connection. This service allows communicate without
special applications, simply through any browser under
your account. This relieves both teachers and students
from downloading and installing additional applications
on smartphones, laptops or PCs (Zadorozna, 2023: 352).
Meeting recording is very useful function. You can
record meetings and even create text versions of them.

Google Meet has all the common features:
showing the device screen as a separate, specific tab,
as well as the entire device and all actions performed
on the device, creating separate rooms with groups
of students for more organized or individual classes.
The latter is very important precisely in the context
of teaching a foreign language that does not require
large classrooms in classes, and vice versa — creates
the need to reduce the group of performers of a
certain task or work on a certain project. In such
groups, students interact more, actively using the
acquired knowledge in practice and enriching their
vocabulary. The second aspect that creates efficiency
in this approach is the possibility of individual
adaptation of the material and tasks for each group.
Different groups can work on tasks that match their
skill level and needs, allowing for better discovery
and consolidation of the knowledge gained. Third, the
creation of separate groups promotes the development
of communication skills. In small groups, students
need to actively communicate and discuss certain
topics, which contributes to the development of the
ability to express their thoughts and listen to others.

The creation of breakout rooms in Google Meet is
random, the computer automatically divides students.
But, the owner of the meeting has the opportunity to
rearrange the participants, if you did it in a different way
(e.g. wheel of fortune). The ideal division is stronger
students with weaker ones. The main thing is to discuss
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with your students the optimal time for completing the
task. A tutor has the ability to establish as many breakout
rooms as necessary. Within each designated breakout
room, only the participants in that room have access
to the discussion and can view text chat messages.
This provides a more private environment for students
to engage in conversation and fosters independent
work. Students can feel at ease, knowing that their
contributions to the discussion are confined to the small
group of peers present in the room, and the conversation
remains confidential without the option for recording.
The tutor has the capability to send messages into the
room, oversee the whiteboard remotely, and retrieve
any completed whiteboards for further discussion in the
main room. Additionally, the tutor can enter the breakout
room if students require assistance or clarification on a
task (Chandler, 2016: 16).

Opening breakout rooms in a foreign language can
be effective at different parts of the lesson, depending on
the goals and objectives you are trying to achieve. If you
wish at the beginning of the lesson (warming-up activity),
you may activate the previous knowledge of the students
or discuss the previous material. If you want to practice
acquired skills, divide the students into subgroups for
practicing tasks or exercises aimed at developing spe-
cific language skills, such as learning new vocabulary or
improving grammar skills. If you have a group project or
assignment, start it in subgroups where students can work
together and share ideas. And of course, use subgroups for
more in-depth discussion of a specific topic or aspect of
language learning. Each subgroup can explore the issues
and offer their own perspectives. This gives everyone the
opportunity to participate with tasks that require collective
work in small groups to solve problems or overcome chal-
lenges given by a teacher.

Let’s give specific examples for working in breakout
rooms at English classes. For example, you can divide
the students into two subgroups and ask them to discuss
pros and cons of life in the city and in the countryside,
using active vocabulary to support their opinions. If we
are working with the role-playing game «In a restauranty,
students may work in subgroups, each of which plays
the role of either a waiter or a customer. They must take
orders, communicate about menu items, and resolve any
potential misunderstandings or problems. If we want to
work with dialogues or trilogies, we can give each pair a
set of situations, for example, «At the currency exchange
officen, «Talk about shopping», «At the airporty».
Students must work together to create dialogues for
these situations using language constructions they have
already learned. A good idea is an interview with the
latest news,because everyone has access to news in their
Telegram channels (Brovko, 2022) after which goes
group discussions in mini chats. A teacher can prepare a
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list of news topics and each group should choose a topic
and prepare an interview. As journalists and experts,
students must use language to discuss current events.
These assignments stimulate active participation and
use of language in various situations, contributing to the
development of communication skills.

Google Meet integrates with other Google
Workspace services: you can collaborate directly with
Google Word Documents, Excel and Presentations.
Google Jamboard is an effective integration to
Google Meet. Google Jamboard allows several users
to work together on the same board at the same time,
which facilitates collective work and the exchange
of ideas. Adding various objects, such as images,
texts, stickers, allows you to create interactive and
interesting materials for learning and collaboration.
Information is stored in the cloud, making access to
materials possible from any device with an Internet
connection. Google Jamboard tools can be used for
post-collaboration in breakout sessions, allowing
teachers and students to work together even if they
are in different locations (Holovatenko, 2022: 20).

In order to conduct a successful, engaging, and
effective English language lesson, the teacher needs
to establish specific pedagogical scenarios. The
prospective teacher must be prepared to address
various pedagogical challenges and select the suitable
Google service to enhance the effectiveness of the
learning process (Kosharna, Petryk, Hapon, 2022: 63).

Research. In this study, let’s investigate the
effectiveness of learning English in breakout rooms.
For this purpose, we will divide the students of the
Faculty of Pedagogical Education, majoring in
Primary Education into 2 groups — experimental
(9 students) and control (9 students).

During the class on the subject “Practical English
of Oral and Written Speech,” students were divided
into two groups — one utilized breakout rooms for
collaborative work, while the other remained in the
general session. After the class, students were given
Google Forms survey(an example with questions is
below). First, the experimental group was interviewed.

Analysis of the test on the Effectiveness of Using
Breakout Rooms in Google Meet.

1. How do you determine the effectiveness of using Breakout Rooms for learning new material?

9 slanoslaei

@ a) Based on the number of tasks
up

completion
@ ) Based cn the number of words
spoken by each participant
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The first chart presents the results of a survey on the
question of determining the effectiveness of using break-
out rooms for learning new material. Most respondents
believe that the quality of interaction and discussion
among participants is a key factor in determining effec-
tiveness. Some respondents believe that speed of tasks is
an important factor, but less important than the quality
of the interaction. Only a small part of the respondents
believe that the number of completed tasks is an effective
measure. This data helps to understand what factors are
considered important in determining the effectiveness of
using breakout rooms to learn new material. The answer
“by the number of words spoken by each participant”
was not chosen by any of the respondents.

2.How do you assess student cormmunication in Breakout Rooms?
9 magnoaigei

@ 2) Based on the number of messages
written

nment

entertai
@ d) Based on the duration of time spent in
Breakout Rooms

chart 2

The majority of respondents believe that the level
of understanding and interaction among participants
is a key factor for evaluation. A significant part of the
respondents evaluate communication based on the
number of laughs and fun. Some respondents believe that
the number of messages written is an important factor.
The same number of respondents rate communication
based on length of stay in breakout rooms.

3.If you could choose a format for foreign language classes, which one would you prefer?
9 planoaiged

@ &) General sessions without wsing

Breakout Rooms

@ b) Sessions using Breakout Rooms for

ats are equally valuable

chart 3

Classes with breakout rooms for group work
was preferable. But some participants think that
both formats are important. Only few respondents
remained undecided.

Therefore, it can be concluded that the quality of
interaction and understanding among the participants
demonstrate key aspects of the effectiveness of the use
of extended breakout rooms for learning new material,
and that many interviewers prefer group work.

Now let’s analyze the charts of the control group.
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chart 4

The largest number of respondents defines
efficiency based on the number of tasks completed
by the group. The second most popular criterion is
the quality of interaction and discussion between
participants. The speed of the tasks and the number of
words spoken by each participant received the same
number of votes.

2.How do you assess student communication in Breakout Rooms?
9 gagnoaifen

@ a) Based on the number of messages

chart 5

The amount of time of staying in breakout rooms
is the most common factor used by respondents to
measure student communication. Options «based on
the number of messages written» and «based on the
number of laughs and entertainment» gained equal
votes. The lowest number of participants evaluate
communication based on the level of understanding
and engagement between participants, which means
they have not practiced such work previously.

3.If you could choose a format for foreign language classes, which one would you prefer?

9 slgnoalgen

chart 6

® b) Sessions using Breakouwt Rooms for
aroup work

@ c) Both formats are g

@ d) Not sure

ually vakable

Due to chart 6, great part of students believes that
both types of lessons are equally useful for learning a
foreign language. This means they don’t often work
in breakout rooms, but most want to. A comparable

[Teaarorika

...............................................................................

percent of respondents is unsure if format is better or
prefer regular classes without breakout rooms (both
options received 22.2% of replies). Only a small
percentage (11.1%) support classes that use breakout
rooms for group projects, as they presented them in
front of the audience.

Having analyzed the research in the control
group, the following conclusions can be drawn. It
is necessary to develop tasks that will stimulate the
active participation of the group and contribute to its
successful implementation, ensuring high-quality
interaction by creating tasks that promote open
discussion and active cooperation. Taking into account
the fact that some students find both types of classes
useful, regular classes should be combined with work in
breakout rooms. Because time spent in breakout rooms
is important for measuring communication, ensure
sufficient time is allocated for students to effectively
discuss tasks and interact by creating tasks that allow
students to express their thoughts through written
messages as well as verbally. Given that most students
want to work in breakout rooms, consider integrating
this format into classes, but also consider the opinions
of those who are still hesitant or prefer regular classes.

Conclusions. The study’s findings indicate a
generally positive reception of the application of
breakout rooms, with students directing their attention
towards the opportunities for interaction within such
settings. From our perspective, employing options
like breakout sessions or rooms can assist language
educators in stimulating students’ interest. A diverse
range of exercises and various grouping methods
were implemented in breakout rooms, utilizing
these techniques to bridge the divide between online
and traditional classroom environments. Despite
the inability to replicate real communication and
interaction among students in the context of war, the
usage of breakout rooms emerges as a suitable tool to
inspire and engage students in a variety of activities
within a virtual environment.
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