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DEVELPOING READING SKILLS THROUGH JIGSAW TECHNIQUE:
A CASE STUDY OF 5STH GRADERS

The article is devoted to a case study of developing reading skills implementing jigsaw technique. Communicative lan-
guage teaching involves students into cooperative activities and they feel more confident working in pairs and groups with
their peers, practicing language skills and sharing ideas with other students. Reading is seen as an interactive process which
helps students to learn to work in teams and to overcome difficulties cooperating with each other. The teaching proposal is
based on the jigsaw technique, which presupposes developing students’ language skills as well communication and interac-
tion skills so that even students who are usually less active will be more productive in class, and in this way students’ motiva-
tion is increased and they gain more enjoyment from the learning process. The teaching proposal is offered for 5" graders,
it is based on the textbook Academic Stars and consists of several stages starting with the introduction to the topic offered
to read, giving instructions for further activities. The first stage of the proposal contains dividing the class into three groups
and working on the text and new vocabulary items. The next stage requires mixing teams, so that there is a representative
from each home team in a new group, then continuing doing tasks given by the teacher and the third deals with checking
reading understanding. Students can perform tasks only if they cooperate and support each other. At the fourth stage students
return to home teams and share information about jobs they learned from other teams. This stage includes speaking based
on the text studied in class. The fifth stage is self-assessment. For the last stage a questionnaire in Ukrainian is offered to
students and results are discussed in class. The results obtained demonstrate that the students positively evaluated the jigsaw
technique for the reading class, which was new for them. They were satisfied with the mode of work, underlined being more
active in class and highly assessed their academic achievements during the session.
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PO3BUTOK YMIHb YUTAHHS UEPE3 TEXHIKY «'PYIIOBUU ITA3JI»:
JOCBI HABYAHHSA IPATUKJIACHHUKIB

Cmamms npucesauena OOCHIONCEHHIO PO3GUMKY HABUHUOK YUMAHHA 3 GUKOPUCMAHHAM MEXHIKU «2PYNosUll Nasiy.
Komynikamusne nasuanns Mosu 3aiyuac yunie 00 CnibHOL QisUIbHOCMI, | 60HU NOYY8AIOMbCsL OLIbUL BNEBHEHO, NPAYIOIOYL
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6 napax i epynax 3i ceoimu OOHOMIMKAMU, NPAKMUKYIOUU MOBHI HAGUYKY Ma OLIAYUCH [0esMu 3 THuUMU YYHaAMU. Qumanns
PO32NAOAEMBCA K IHMEPAKMUBHULL NPOYeC, AKUL OONOMA2AE VUHAM HABUUMUCS NPAYIOS8AMU 8 KOMAHOAX I 001amu mpyOHOW,
cnisnpayrordy 00uH 3 00HUM. Memoouuna po3pobka 6a3yemvcs Ha MexHiyi «2pynosutl nasiny, AKa nepeddaiae po3eumox
MOBHUX HABUYOK VUHIB, 4 MAKONMC HABUYOK CRIIKYBAHHA MA 83A€MOOil, Wob HA8IMb VuHi, AKI 3a368UHAll MEHUl AKMUBHI,
Oynu OibUL NPOOYKMUGHUMU HA YPOYL, WO CAPUSE NIOBULYEHHIO MOMUBAYIS YUHIE | OMPUMAHHSL OLIbULO2O 3A0060LEHHS 610
npoyecy Hasyants. Memoouuna po3pobka npononyemucs 05t yuHi6 5 K1acy, 6oHa baszyemuvcs Ha niopyunuxy Academic
Stars i cknadaemuvcsi 3 KilbKoX emanis, NOYUHAIOWU 3i 6Cnyny 00 memu, Wo NPOROHYEMbCA Ol YUMAHHSA, Md BKA3I6KU
ona nodanvutoi disinbHocmi. Tlepuiuili eman po3poOKu 6KIHOYAE NOOLL KIACY HA MPuU ePynu ma pobomy HAO MeKCmoMm i
HOo8UM 8oKabyIsApom. Hacmynuuil eman sumazae 3miuly8anHs KOMAHO MAKUM YUHOM, W00 Yy HO8IlL 2pyni OY8 npedcmagHuK
8i0 KOXCHOI 0OMAWHBOI KOMAHOU, NOMIM VUHI NPOOOBHCYIOMb BUKOHAHHS 3A80AHb, 3ANPONOHOBAHUX yuumenem. Tpemii
eman cmocyemucs nepesgipKu po3yMIiHHA NPOUUMAHO20. YUHI MOXCYMb 8UKOHYSAMU 3A60AHHA TUULle 3d YMOBU CRIBNpayi
ma niompumKu 00uH 00Ho20. Ha uemsepmomy emani yuni nosepmaromscst 00 OOMAWHIX KOMAHO i OLIsImbCst iHghopmayiero,
5Ky 60HU ompumanu 6i0 iHwiux xomano. Lleii eman exnouac 2060pinHa Ha Oa3i eusuenoeo na ypoyi mexcy. I smuil
eman — camooyinka. Ha ocmannvomy emani cmyoenmam nponoHyeEmMvCs AHKema YKPAiHCbKOK MOB0K, d pe3yibmamu
0b2o6oproromucs 8 Kkaaci. Ompumani pesyibmamu c8ioyams npo me, Wo VuHi NOIUMUBHO OYIHUIU HO8Y OJid HUX MEXHIKY
«2pynosutl nazny Ha ypoyi YumanHa. Bonu 3anuuunuce 3a00801eHi maxum 8u0om pobomu, niOKpecaunu c80io akmueHicms

Ha Ypoyi ma UCOKO OYIHUIU CB0I HABUAIbHI OOCACHEH S NI0 Yac 3aHAMMAL.
Knrouoei cnoea: yminusa yumanms, mexuika «2pynosuii nasny, KOMyHikamueHe HagyanHs, CnilbHe HA8UaAHHS

Introduction. The Jigsaw technique can diversify
monotonous classroom activities pushing students
to cooperate, drawing them in what is going in the
classroom, it can also motivate them to develop the
necessary skills for both team work and individual
performance. The paper is devoted to a case study of
teaching reading to the 5th graders through Jigsaw
technique. As this technique was used with these
students for the first time, the hypothesis is that the
students might like cooperative learning, they will get
engaged in the reading process deeper and evaluate
themselves highly. The questionnaire is used to check
the expected results.

Theory review. Methods, techniques and
approaches to teaching foreign languages are under
constant change. Educators look for most appropriate
ways to lead their students to success. Communicative
Language Teaching (CLT) seems to be one of the
most popular and efficient approach used in schools.

The background of CLT dated from the late 1960s
(Richards and Rodgers, 2001). CLT engages learners
in really meaningful communication (Galloway,
1993). Communicative competence is seen as
important as linguistic competence. The core idea is
that the approach enables students to use their acquired
skills in a meaningful way. As stated by Thornbury
(2006: 36-37), «the communicative approach is an
umbrella term used to describe a major shift in emphasis
in language teaching that occurred in Europe in the
1970s. Essentially, the shift was away from teaching
language systems (such as vocabulary and grammar)
in isolation to teaching people how these systems are
used in real communication». In order to implement
communicative strategies in the classroom, teachers
must consider which communicative activities are
appropriate for their learners.

CLT presupposes students’ cooperation in the
classroom. Cooperative learning is a strategy of a

ISSN 2308-4855 (Print), ISSN 2308-4863 (Online)

small group of students working together to achieve
academic purposes by students’ collaborative efforts.
The activities can range from simple to difficult and
more complicated, solving problems together. In
other words, cooperative learning means working
together to achieve a final outcome.

There are five elements that make cooperative
learning more productive (Johnson and Johnson,
1999; Botha, 2021):

1. Positive independence. In a learning process,
before starting to work with the tasks, the teacher must
clearly explain the purpose and results that students
must achieve. They should work as a team. In other
words, if a single member of the team is defeat, the
whole group will fail. Positive independence creates
a sense of responsibility not for their own, but for
group efforts.

2. Interpersonal and small group skills. Work in a
group, in other words, teamwork.

3. Face-to-face cooperation. Each student shares
and respects each other opinion, support and help
each other efforts also, it is eye contact.

4. Individual and group accountability. Each
student is responsible for himself and the work what
he/she is doing. The main task of the group is to be
accountable for achieving goals.

5. Group processing. How well or how bad the
team is working. How good they achieve their main
goals. In other words, always improving the process
of learning.

Jigsaw technique. One of the varieties of the
cooperative learning structure is well known as
the Jigsaw technique. The general features of it are
considered to belong to cooperative learning, which
involves and motivates the study of foreign languages.
By providing learners with interesting materials, the
variety of the tasks makes the difficult process of
acquiring a foreign language less difficult for students.
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Practice as a standard procedure of involving some
groups of students and teaching each other indicates
that they are involved in cooperation. In cooperative
learning the teacher’s and students’ roles may
change. For example, while working in groups some
students are appointed to be coordinators in this way
performing the teacher’s role. By participating in pair
or small group discussion learners listen to each other
and share their ideas and points of view, and in this
way, they learn how to cooperate within the group as
well as improving their communication skills.

The Jigsaw technique was invented by the
psychologist Elliot Aronson in 1971 in Texas. This
task focused on communication and on relation
between groups of students.

Tamah, (2007) mentioned that the Jigsaw
technique displays some benefits for learners. Firstly,
because it allows learners to increase their active
participation in the course, to take part in group
learning, instead of working alone. The method
allows to create a positive atmosphere where students
are more motivated to be involved in the learning
process. Students also become more interactive
with each other as compared to traditional methods
of instruction. Another great aspect of the Jigsaw
technique is that it also allows learners to learn
from each other, get some experience and even learn
from other students’ mistakes analyzing the material
studied and correcting one another, which can help
them to learn the material more productively. It
also creates an opportunity for learners to practice
their skills, in this case, communicative skills.
In addition, there are numerous guides of how to
organize the productive activity in class. This factor
makes preparation for teaching easier and less time
consuming. To work more effectively, dominant
students and slow students may be joined in one team.
In this case, learners understand the responsibility of
each other and they start to work more effectively.
Thus, their ability to be dominant may lessen while
working in the team and, as a result, there is more
productive work of the whole team. The teacher acts
as a facilitator rather than a lecturer or deliverer
of knowledge while students are «in their turny»
knowledge gatherers and synthesizers.

According to Mengduo and Xiaoling (2001), one
of the benefits of the Jigsaw technique is students’
increased attention and awareness. Students are
responsible for one specific chunk of information and
they learn the topic at hand. Learners are more likely
to be more effectively engaged in classroom activities
and be more aware of their own participation. It is
easier for learners to communicate ideas as they are
more confident working with peers. Students listen
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attentively and respond to the ideas of their peers and
friends more immediately.

However, we think, the teacher may face some
drawbacks while using the Jigsaw technique in his/
her class:

— not equal participation of all students in
classroom activities;

— the possibility of transmitting
information;

— dislike of students of each other;

— shyness of students to communicate with other
students;

— not being familiar with such activities;

— not possessing enough features of autonomous
learners;

— inheritance of others’ mistakes;

— the material being difficult to process;

— uneven number of students or not enough
students for the prepared material.

To sum up, the Jigsaw technique has more
advantages than disadvantages as any disadvantage
may be solved by teachers’ reflection on their students’
needs, by anticipating possible difficulties, and by
thorough preparation for teaching. It is considered
that the Jigsaw method can be a huge success in
organizing not only classroom activities but also
in uniting students with each other and building
competitive spirit as well as improving leadership
skills. However, this task is not the only classroom
activity that may be effectively used in the classroom
for developing communicative skills. The Jigsaw may
be easily combined with other teaching techniques to
make the process of learning efficient.

Teaching proposal. Reading skills are of great
importance for learners. It is a well-known notion that
reading is a receptive skill. However, the fact that «it
is receptive does not mean that it is passive: reading
is an active, even interactive process» (Thornbury
2006: 190). In classrooms texts are used with slightly
different purposes from the ones that they were originally
created for. They are rather used for developing some
particular skills than to get pleasure or information
from reading even though sometimes all these goals
may be successfully combined. As we have mentioned
above, the Jigsaw technique does not only improve
communicative skills. It is a method for grouping,
creating a friendly atmosphere and it even may serve as
conflict resolution among students in the class. During
the sessions of our unit, secondary education students
are expected to cooperate through new learning contact
and to be encouraged to develop communication skills.

The session is designed for two classes of
12 students in each. The level of English is A2.
The main problem in both classes is that there are

inaccurate
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some active and some passive students. Hence, our
objective in the class is to motivate the whole class to
be active and take part in all activities. The purpose
during sessions is to improve learners’ abilities to
work together as well as reading skills, so that they
collaborate together working on the activities and to
promote communicative skills. Due to cooperative
learning, their abilities will increase. The other aim
is to help students with difficulties to work in groups
and to be more active in class. The Jigsaw activities
will decrease teacher speaking time, as it gives the
opportunity to concentrate on student-centered
teaching. It will increase students’ self-confidence as
well as their cooperative skill, develop better team
spirit, and build positive rapport in the class.

Cool jobs‘

onallenging _ clever energeie™
gurdener  interestedin i
fowording  safe  universiy

Lesson 1 Reading

) 117 @ Look at the photos and discuss.
ideas.

the questions. Then read the article quickly and check Your

1 What ore their jobs?

2 Do you think they like their job? Why? / Why not?

»

Look at the vocabulary panel above. Find the words in the text.
Use the context to work out what they mean.

©

Read again and match.
1 The vet

2 The pilot

3 The police officer

a looks after plants.
b works with wild animals,
© rescues people.

4 The gardener d works with a horse,

Unusual
jobs

-
Thesearchand escuepilt. / !

Adela Campo is a search and rescue pilot. She flies

a helicopter 1o look for and save people in difficulr. P/
situations. How long has she done this job? | learng

v
to fly at university and |'ve been a pilot for 12

g/

wkmﬂmmﬂﬂ-umuhﬂ

years," says Adela. 'l chose this job because | love
flying. It's also very rewarding - it feels good o

help people and keep then safe; What does she
’ enjoy most about her job? 'l love working as part

of a team. We all work really well together.”

Pic. 1. The text for reading

Tyler Hadden has been a police officer for eight years.
But he doesn't drive a police car - he rides a horse! Bess,
his horse, is very clever and friendly. Why did he choose
this job? 'l love horses and every day is different;’ says
Tyler. ‘One day we're at a parade, the next we're at a
football match. When there are lots of people at an event,
there can be problems, so we need to make sure nothing [
goes wrong. | enjoy meeting new people most. Pecple
like police horses so they talk to me and Bess a lot

In general, the sessions will be given as following:
firstly, the teacher introduces the topic of the new
module «Cool jobs» and encourages students to share
what kind of jobs they consider exciting. Secondly,
the teacher introduces vocabulary units dealing with
jobs and the whole class starts reading the first part of
the text (see pic. 1).

After the introduction activities, the Jigsaw
technique starts:

1. The first step, the students will be divided into
3 groups and will begin to work separately with the
text for about 5-10 minutes paying attention to the
lexemes in bold. They are provided with their parts of
the text (see pic. 2).

2. At the next stage students are mixed so that there
is a representative from each home team in the new
mixed team and they work on vocabulary exercises
offered by the teacher: matching the words with their
definitions (see pic. 3).

The teacher circulates and checks every student,
whether the groups can cope with task correctly. In
addition, a very important goal is to test pronunciation
of every student so that other students understand what
they hear from their mates. The students continue
working with the essential vocabulary of Unit 4 doing
exercises in the Workbook (see pic. 4).

3. Then follows the stage of checking reading
understanding. The teacher offers the card for marking
statements as TRUE or FALSE (see pic. 5).

The students can do it only exchanging the
information taken from their part of the reading task. The
important thing here is to correct the wrong statements.
The teacher continues monitoring the process.

Card 2

_

Jill Johnson is a vet. She has worked with wild
animals in South Africa since she left university.

She looks after the animals to make sure they're
healthy. ‘I chose this job because it's exciting —
there's always something new and challenging
Last week, we travelled for three hours to rescue a
baby elephant that was stuck in the mud.’ And what
does she like most about her job? "Working with
wildlife is very special. Every animal teaches

us something different.’

Card 3

Derek Chatham is a gardener at an
adventure safari park in Britain. He's
worked here since 2001. He looks after
plants which are more than two metres
tall. ‘The job used to take a long time,
but now we have stilts so it's much
faster and more fun,’ says Derek. ‘I
love working as a gardener, I'm in the
fresh air all day. | need to move around
" alot, which is good because I'm very
~ energetic — it keeps me healthy.” Why
* did he choose this job? I've always
been interested in plants and I've
' never wanted to work in an office.’

Pic. 2. Cards for groups
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SAFE ENERGETIC This means you're out of danger.
GARDENER UNIVERSITY Someone who makes sick animals better as a job.
CHALLENGING |CLEVER A place where some people study after they

finish school.

PILOT INTERESTED IN This describes something that makes you feel
VET REWARDING important and enjoyable.

Someone who flies a plane as a job.

Intelligent and good at learning things.

Someone who looks after a garden as a job.

This describes someone who is active and full of
energy.

Liking something and wanting to learn more about
it.

Pic. 3. Cards for matching words and definitions

Lesson 1" vo 4. The last phase presupposes working in home

1 9 Luok onarecct Chomme e semet e TR ... teams telling the team members about any job that is
Th!;rEis one example. not mentioned in their part Of I‘eading.
gardener pilot vet university interested in : .
hollenoing . .~ anorgalic.c & s o i R E 5. The evaluation is based on self-assessment.
1 This means you're out of afe 1 1 1 1
B o s s S U onl SRR e The students are offered a questionnaire consisting of

RS 1 e pecle i ke g iR R 6 statements: 1) I liked today’s session; 2) [ worked
is describes something that makes you feel important or useful. =

5 This describes an activity which is difficult, but interesting and enjoyable. ) better today than uSual; 3) I worked on ... % of my

6 Someone who flies o plane as a job.
7 Intelligent and good at learning things.

i potential; 4) I liked to be responsible; 5) I felt more
8 Someone who looks aftes rden as a job. :
B s e - confident when I worked in teams of peers; 6) I would
10 Liking something and wanting to leamn more about it. giVe myself grades
2 Complete the text with the words from Activity 1. ) . ’ . .
The questionnaire results are discussed in class.

My name is Sara Barton and | work a‘tlthe some adventure safari park
as Derek Chathom. He's the * _gardener__ hera and cuts the fol The students are allowed to use their native language.

plants. 'ma 2 and | work with the onimals. Before |

e T et S R e The results demonstrate that 74% of the students liked

Iooing ot o s S AR S MR U the reading lesson, stating that 72% of them worked
B o ok amtvate TGRSR e harder than usual. 84 % of the students worked hard
By e s at the lesson pointing out that worked from 75 till

100% of their potential (see pic. 6), that proves a high
Pic. 4. Exercises from Workbook for mixed groups level of engagement into activities offered in class.

Read the statements and decide if they are TRUE or FALSE
Ne STATEMENTS T/F
Jill is a pilot and Derek is a gardener.
Jill has worked with wild animals since she left university and Tyler has been a police officer for 18 years.
Tyler has got a horse, Bess, and Jill has got a baby elephant.
Derek chose the job because he has always been interested in plants and Jill chose the job because it’s
exciting.
Tyler chose the job because he loves horses and Jill chose the job because there’s always something new and
challenging.
Tyler chose the job because every day is different and Derek chose the job because he wanted to work in the office.
Derek is healthy because he moves around a lot and Tyler talks to a lot of people because they like his horse.
Derek works as a gardener in South Africa and Jill works as a vet at a safari park.
Tyler makes sure nothing goes wrong at an event and Jill makes sure animals are healthy.
Tyler works at parades and football matches and Derek works in the fresh air.
Jill likes her job most because working with wildlife is very special and Tyler likes his job most because he
often meets new people.
Derek thinks that working with stilts is not fun and Jill thinks that only some animals can teach us something
different.

Pic. 5. T/F statements for mixed groups
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19 signosigen

A npawoeae/Npaysoeana Ha ... BincoTkie Big ceOro NoTexWiany

@ 25%
@ 50%
@ 75%
@ 5%
& 100%

Pic. 6. Answers to Question 3

53% of the students liked to be responsible for
performing tasks and in this way being responsible
for the whole team. Their answers clearly show that
working with peers gave them more confidence
(see pic 7), 79% of the students specified it in their
answers.

Self-assessment shows (see pic. 8) that all the
students thought that they deserve high grades despite

the fact that one student admitted not working to their
full potential.

In general, the students demonstrated favourable
attitude to the new for them teaching technique and
shared positive emotions from working in teams.

Conclusions. Accordingto CLT theaimoflearning
a foreign language is to be able to communicate in
the target language. CLT presupposes a teacher to be

Knacom

19 signosinea

10,0

75

5,0

25

A nouyeaBca/NoUyBanacA BNesHilLe, KONy NpaueasNpaloBana B KoMaH0ax, Hix 3 ycim

9 (47.4%)

6 (31,6%)

3 (15,8%)

3 4 5

Pic. 7. Answers to Question 5

19 signosigen

4 61 nocTaeme/nocTaeMna cobi ouiHky 3a poboTy Ha ypou

@ :z300EBIMEHD
@ nodpe
O sioMiHED

Pic. 8. Self-Assessment
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a facilitator, who helps his/her students to achieve
some particular results acquiring different language
skills, and not an instructor who gives some passive
guidance without forming necessary communicative
skills. The aim of sessions is to create a truly
positive atmosphere giving students the opportunity
to exchange their personal experiences. Students are
motivated to concentrate on their personal learning
success.

Jigsaw technique can be one of the most
motivating language learning techniques, where
students themselves play an important role in their

[Teparorika
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own learning process. Interactive tasks encourage
students to collaborate in a group; allows students to
be independent, to become autonomous learners and
make decisions without the help of the teacher.
Eventually, we have presented a plan of a reading
session for 5™ graders using Jigsaw techniques. We
have offered an evaluation technique in the form of a
questionnaire. The results obtained demonstrate after
an intensive lesson of practicing reading skills using
Jigsaw techniques, students highly evaluated their
achievements giving positive feedback to the offered
methodological procedure at the session.
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