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THE IMPORTANCE OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY IN THE TRAINING OF STUDENTS OF THE
“MUSICAL ART” SPECIALTY
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One of enhancing the quality of higher education and boosting the competitiveness of future specialists
in "Musical Art" is the students' accountability for their educational outcomes. Within this framework,
academic integrity plays a vital role in developing the ethical traits of future professionals, including
responsibility, diligence, integrity, trustworthiness, fairness, and respect. It has been observed that a rise in
dishonest behavior among students and a lack of responsibility towards their educational achievements
negatively impact the quality of education and lead to the development of less competent specialists.

The initial provisions of the topic of the article are reflected in a number of laws of Ukraine, such as
"On Education" (1991), "On General Secondary Education” (1999), "On Higher Education™ (No. 1187-2 dated
01.07.2014), "On Copyright and Related Rights" (2015), as well as in strategic documents, such as the National
Doctrine of Education Development (2002) and the National Strategy for the Development of Education in
Ukraine for the Period up to 2021 (2013). The analysis of the problem of forming academic integrity of uni-
versity students is based on the scientific works of domestic and foreign researchers. The domestic block of
research includes the works of such scientists as N. Gapon, R. Belanova, M. Bakhtin, M. Grineva, D. Zagirn-
yak, L. Ryzhak, V. Romakin, O. Menshov, O. Traverse, O. Tsokur, A. M. Syngaivska, L. Pivneva, T. Yaro-
shenko, who at different times investigated the theoretical aspects of the formation of academic integrity in
European education. Various aspects of the problem, such as academic literacy, ethics, honesty and the fight
against plagiarism, are studied in the works of O. Guzhva, Yu. Kalynovsky, V. Banys, T. Finikov, T. Dobko,
V. Turchynovsky, B. Buyak, A. Melnychenko, O. Menshov, A. Artyukhov, I. Oleksiv, I. Degtyareva and many
others.

The problem of forming academic honesty in students was reflected in the works of such scholars from
abroad as T. Rousseau, D. McCabe, E. Gould, V. Pupovac, D. Fanelli, P. Oconte, R. M. Jones, D. Elazar, S.
Billet, R. Pator, M. Ray, S. Jaszczyk, D. Kent, R. May Jr., R. Knieper, S. Shivers-Berkeley, T. Terpstra, F.
Whelan, D. Rosenberg, J. Saddak, P. Scott, S. Huntington.

In our country, the public perception of academic integrity in the development of professional and ethi-
cal skills of future teachers is becoming a standard of the education system, consistent with the Code of Ethics
of a Scientist of Ukraine (2009) and the Law of Ukraine "On Scientific and Scientific-Technical Activities"
(2016). The problem of forming ethical competence of future teachers is given special attention in the draft
Law of Ukraine "On Education™ (2016), which takes into account the purpose of higher education and mod-
ernization processes. The main aspects of forming academic integrity of future specialists in the educational
space of Europe are noted in the Magna Carta of Universities (1988) and the Bucharest Declaration on the
Ethical VValues of Higher Education in the European Region (2004). Research into the issues of forming aca-
demic integrity was carried out within the framework of the formation of professional ethics of a teacher.
Academic integrity contributes to the quality of education, concentrating in itself various moral qualities that
determine the style of behavior of all participants in the educational process [1, c. 31].

The term "academic integrity" has a wide range of meanings, as it includes both the internal culture of
an individual and the overall academic culture of the university [2, c¢. 204]. It has a system-forming and pene-
trating nature, regarding the values, traditions, norms and rules of conducting scientific research.

Academic integrity is a complex concept that describes a special contract between all participants in the
academic community, such as teachers, students and the administration of the educational institution. The
ability to be responsible, honest, tolerant of other views, a critical thinker and adhere to ethical principles in
one's actions are elements that form the concept of academic integrity and are included in the characteristics
of a competent student and professional. [3, c. 68].

To effectively build academic integrity, it is necessary to apply innovative approaches to the educational
process. Creating situations that simulate real ethical challenges allows students to find the right solutions and
understand the consequences of their actions. Plagiarism checking systems, electronic libraries and other
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resources contribute to transparency and honesty in learning. Collaboration with teachers and industry
professionals helps students understand the ethical aspects of creative activity.

Academic integrity is defined as a set of rules of conduct in an academic environment, governed by both
moral and legal aspects when carrying out teaching and research tasks. Attempts to violate academic integrity
can include fraud, deception, plagiarism, falsification of scientific facts, manipulation of research results, and
reinterpretation of other people's ideas in one's own words [4, c. 500].

Academic integrity has two aspects: legal and moral and ethical. The legal aspect emphasizes that pla-
giarism is a violation of copyright and can lead to legal consequences. The moral and ethical component fo-
cuses on the condemnation of the shameful actions of an individual by the academic community. In the Euro-
pean Higher Education and Research Area, there is a complex concept of academic distinction. This concept
includes high-quality knowledge and skills, protection of the applicant and his achievements, recognition and
trust in the results of scientific research, as well as protection of intellectual property rights.

In European Union universities, academic integrity serves as the moral foundation upon which all par-
ticipants in the educational process rely [5, c. 30].

The use of dishonest practices by students in the field of education is a serious problem for the higher
education system both in the European Union and in Ukraine. Studies on dishonest behavior, which began in
the 1940s, indicate a significant prevalence of the practice of academic cheating among students: in foreign
universities, estimates of the prevalence of this phenomenon periodically reach from over 50% to 70% and
higher. Students who resort to cheating receive significantly better grades than they should, which distorts
healthy competition, reduces motivation to study and leads to inaccurate assessment of students' academic
achievements. In developed democratic countries, cheating is considered a socially unacceptable practice and
is considered fraud [6, c. 140].

The spread of academic cheating in the educational environment leads to the fact that students with a
high level of motivation can also engage in dishonest practices in their academic activities [7, ¢. 278].

At the current stage of education development, it becomes obvious that the quality of educational ser-
vices remains insufficiently effective due to the lack of competence among teachers to build their professional
activities, guided by the principles of academic integrity. According to the conducted scientific analysis, the
European experience of developing academic integrity in the formation of professional and ethical competence
of future musicians and music teachers has already been formed and can serve as an example for Ukraine in
solving problems of academic dishonesty, such as cheating, plagiarism, improper receipt of grades and others.
A teacher in a community is not only a specialist in his subject field, but also a person who adheres to
established moral principles and ethical norms. Recently, scientists, both domestic and foreign, have been
actively discussing the values that form the basis for a modern university and society as a whole. The fight
against plagiarism is a comprehensive measure aimed at overcoming the causes and consequences of this un-
acceptable phenomenon [8, c. 230].

After reviewing various sources, we concluded that academic integrity comprises a set of rules
established by legal and ethical principles that all participants in the educational process must adhere to.
Fostering an environment that promotes personal responsibility, self-awareness, and ethical conduct is
essential for developing highly qualified and honest specialists. Addressing this issue effectively will enhance
both the academic and professional growth of students, ensuring educational quality and elevating the
reputation of Ukrainian art education globally. It is crucial to recognize that academic integrity is a moral and
ethical framework grounded in established norms and behavioral standards for scholars, which safeguards
freedom in undertaking educational and research tasks. In light of the rising prevalence of dishonest behavior,
further research should focus on how honesty in the educational environment influences students' willingness
to adopt honest practices in their academic endeavors.
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