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THE BRONZE STATUE OF ST. PETER ON THE TOP OF THE TRAJAN COLUMN

Rinaldi, Federica (Parco archeslogica del Colossea) - Pujia, Angelica {Parco archeologico del Colossea) - Rivarch,
The statue of St. Peter an the apex of Tm_gan': Column m Rnrr\-c._ |I::1':,l wes instaled in the 16th l:E"ﬂ.'urr' b-:,.' Pq:u: Sactus
V toreplace the statue of the Roman emperor Tragan, which had slready been bost several centures before. The statue
is a monurmental bronze, standing at 2 hesght of 40 metres above pround level and exposed to the elerments — and
therefore difficult, of not mpossible, to maintain. Thanks to & grant from the government of the country Romania,
starting n sumrmeer 2024 it will be possible toinstall 2 scaffold and proceed with the restorstion of the statue, curbing
the phenomena of degradation. The entire restoration intervention will be conducted with the best methoddagy
currently in use for the restoration of copper afioy (bronze) momuments exposed cutdoors, and will be docurmented
in afl its phases through photographic, graphac and textusl documentation. Searting with the vsusl analysis of the
monument, it & possible to proceed wath a restomtson program aimed at improving the general preservabion conditan
of all metal elements.

DOCUMENTATION AND ANALYSES OF 11TH-12TH CENTURY BRONZE AND BRASS DOORS
Modlinger, Marianne (Universitat Salrburg, Sastria) - Utz, Judith (Universitat Salzburg, Austria) - Martin, Fera
(Meovetus, Austria) - Ghaara, Giorgia (Politecrico Tarina, laly)

Around 30 copper aloy doors from the Tith and 12th centunes have surwved to the prasent day, formang the onby
preserved assemblape of large medseval bronzes. Most of the doars are located in |ksty. The doors were made either
entirely of metal ar with single metal plates attached to 8 wooden base. Some of these metal plates have mbays con-
taimng vanous matenals, often depicting religsous iconography (e.g. sants, Biblical events). Previous research on the
art amd cultural history of doors has not thoroughly investigated the production process and the interaction between
the material and the iconography.

Thiz presentaton will discuss the frse results of the three-yesr FWF-funded research project st IMAREAL [Lina-
versity of Salzburgl. The doors have been fully documented with hagh resolution images and 30 scanning. They have
zka undergone non-destructive analysis [XRF) that determined their chemacel composition, waoad type, and time
penod of the suppart matenals used on selected doars. This data reveals the materah and techniques used, as well 2s
informaticon about the craftsmen, artsts, and patrons swehed in the manufactunng process, Comprehense matenal
amb:nmndm:tcdanaﬂufﬂ'm doors an site has answered numerous. qursl:i:n:.. for the Arst e, sbout histonic doar
production and matenal selectson.
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HISTORICAL ARCHAEDLOGY IN COLLECTIONS: NAVIGATING CHALLENGES AND EMBRACING
OPPORTUNITIES

Cannor, Kimberley (Stanford University)

Legacy collections from modern sites, particularly those from the maneteenth and twentieth centures, present unique
challenges in the midst of the ‘curstion crisss’. This paper discusses insights gleaned from two case studies: the Hyde
Park Barracks o Sydney, Australa, and the Market Street Chinatown Archaeologcal Project collection from San
Jose, USA It fecuses on food and denang at the two sites usng plass containers and tablewares from the Market
Street Chinatown (1856-1887) and maltbi-miskenad nnai,rm from the Female |rn11-'|igral:m D:P-u‘t at H',ll:hr Park Bar-
racks (1848-1887} incheding glass, ceramics, metal, botanical, and faunal remains primanty recovered from enderfloar
ocoupation deposits.
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Both collections pose sprifcant challenges due to thesr sheer scale, origens in salvage excavations, and choices made
in curation since the 19E0s. Despite these challenges, both collections serse 25 invalusbie resources for archasalog:-
cal research, They prowsde nch datasets for addressang fundamental s well as emerging research questions, while ako
Facilitating mesningful engsgement with sctwe descendant communises. bn an era of uncertainty surrounding hene-
age institutzons and academnic archeeclogy, this paper explares the opportunities that emerge from re-assessing his-
torical collections. By harnesuing the potential of coflections from the recent past, researchers can not only advance
:L"-Dl:lrhr undr:ﬂtnndinﬁ, bt d.-:‘.r|:|n|:| nmovative tl:.:l:hlrg I'I'\IEL'i'iCldE. mnvd Foster |:|u|:||'l: ungag:rr\-an These EI-!HTIFII:‘i
underscare the value of re-evaluating hetoncal legacy collections for understanding the past and communicating the

importance of archsealogy in the present.

THE HISTORY OF THE CITY OF TREPOL, FOUND IN MUSEUM BOXES

Videika, Mariia [Kyiv Borys Grinchenko University)

The ancient city of Treped, Ukraine, is first mentioned in chronicles from the Tth century AD. In 2088, | began wark an
a progect to pet & complete pecture of its medieval history within & few years. However, first the {:DI:I.:"lﬂ-l'J: pandemic: AT
in 2020, and then in 2022 the ongoing Fusman invasion of Ukrane, stopped the archeeclogical mﬂumﬂ:ﬂ.ﬂi.—l, A v M'II I
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nitety. Thes led to the wea of studyang the collections of the regional museum. Werking with mventory books, and then
the terms mentioned in them from the terntory of the oty, gave ;mteresting results: about & thowsand obpects with
& connecticn to modern streets and extates were decovered. These mclude bulding materialz, ceramics, and metal
obyects, which caver the penod from the 1lth to the 17th century AD incheive. bt was possible ta map the distribution
of these fnds scress the territory of the ancient city st different time penods.

Brick finds belonged to a church and a caste bult in the 16th century, the exstance of which was previoushy known
oty From decuments. Ceramic vessels testthed to the contiruous exmstence of the city — |nckbd5r|g hnds from the
14th century, which were sbsent from the documentary record. Finds of numerous kiln tile frapments from the T7th
century showed the wealth of the inhabitants of the fortified part of the =T which acncm:fn'g to documents num-
bered up to a hundred houses. Findings of jewedry and ecclesastical items showed that the townspeople were slready
wealthy in the Nth and 12th centures. Bronze artifacts indicate the kkely presence of people from Scandinevia in the
oty and ks surrounding region in the Tlth century. The study of museum collectons has not only revesled separate
pages from the hlstnr\l-,l nFTmFuL!:M: aluo indscated Fu:seHe directions. for Future M\chudng«:d ewcavations.

THE 99%: THE AMERICAS COLLECTION AT THE BRITISH MUSEUM

Zborover, Danny {British Museum)

Amassed ower three centunes, the Amences collection at the Brish Musewm compnses about 100,000 cbects
Like with many such large maseums srcund the world, less than 1% has ever been on deplay. While objects for exhibi-
tiorz and |loans are routmely drawn from the vanous storage faclties, mare recently these transformed into dyramic
lozi where community members, curators, scholars, artists, students, and the public at large can directhy enpage with
the collecon. The cpportunity to clesely observe, menually handle, messure, photograph, and share uncbstructed
space with preselected objects makes each encounter meaninghd, ranging from the analybical to the reflexve to the
emative, oftentimes within the same wsit. In tandem, digital platforms are being developed to enhance the wisbilicy
and acceswbdity to the collection, maost crucially simed at under -represented proups such a: Indipenous peoples and
cormmuanises of ongn. Alang with a growsng emphesiz on provenance studies and collection histonies, these in-person
and virtual engagements with culural belonpings are critical for exposing past injustices and offer an alternatee mose -
ological discourse to repatriation, where this still remains an wrasble option, The resuiting multivacality feeds directly
into rmore nuanced docurmentation, exhibascns, and scquisttions, and charts new ways in whach cultursl heritage can
be actrvated and made wseful bo drverse sudiences.

STAYING WITH THE OBJECTS. UNEARTHING THE POTENTIAL OF MUSEUMS’ COLLECTIONS
Casic, Natalija (Shared Conservation Department, MuHO)

Since the turn of the century, an increasng theme in hentage studies has been the future of hentage and the reval -
uation of assumptiuns ahout its Frzunutinn for Fl:|r|:|'||:|:|rnu}ngI penerabons. Dlzspntu the critical smpartance of these
debates, numercus challenpes for the hertage in museurns ewst and persist in the present. Dreweng upon Donna Har-
uwa:,-‘s :nnl:cptu:l framewark of "Sta}rin.g with Trouble” and Lﬁcin-maﬁng", in this paper | advocate for inl‘.erdiu:ip“nur:,-
colleboration in managing collectons.

Dhycusmons revohing srcund the curator criis have haghlighted the imperative for responsible archaeclogical research
and the efhiceent management of the extenzve fndings in post-excavation phases. The results from prar studies |
conducted on archaealogical hertage in Serban museurns have unweiled a fundamental challenge stemmang from
the assurmztion that all disciplines invalved m chject procesuing share an identical entological understandng of the
physical remasns from the past Combined with an uncritcal approach to collecting and acqusitions, the practce
has led to cvercrowded storage facilties and a lack of collaction overview. Thiz, i return, prevents the core idea of
research, preservation, and meaninghul usage. | have seen smilsr difficultses since relocating to Westland in Morway,
even thaugh the msue = management in musewms with vanious collections and levels of compleotes (e.p. cultural
history tems or contemparary art objects]. This s not a unique predicament, as both UNESCD and ICCROM have
presscamly shentied (2011} the global iswwe of madequate collection sceessibility and packed depots,

| ntend to present a decision- making model m development that explores innovative solubions for dealing with over-
mde’d stnrﬂgﬂ ansas ﬂ:ﬂd mein.g Cﬂllﬂcm il'l ITILSEUTTYS 'ﬁ’"llll r.n:l-l'Hil:'l.'nl'l.E thﬂﬂ' mnmﬂl l'gni&ﬂn:f. Tl'lE
madel lies at the mtersection of conservation, hentage, and musewn studies, and it is grounded in intersctwe leaming
and scenana- based approaches. Rather than handing definitwe answers, it empowers stakeholders and all participants
to arrive at decmions collaboratreely.



