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THE ROLE OF SCHOOL LITERATURE IN SHAPING
A UKRAINE-CENTERED IDENTITY OF YOUTH

YOOBHUYEHKO fapuca MukonaisHa. PO/Ib LWKIJIBHOIO KYPCY JIUTEPATYPHU ¥V
®OPMYBAHHI YKPATHOLEHTPUYHOT IAEHTUYHOCTI MOI0A4!

Y cmammi 06rpyHmosyemoeca 3Hadywicme hopmyeaHHA yKpaiHoyeHmpuyHoi ideHmu4Hocmi
ceped yuHiecbKoi Mos00i AK KMo4080i nepedymosu cmanozo po3sumeky depxcasu ma ii nodanswol
iHmezpayii do eaponeticekozo npocmopy. Memodonozia docnidxceHHA rPpyHMYEMbCA HA NOEGHAHHI
KOMIIEKCHO20 02n1A0y  Haykosoi aAimepamypu ma KpumuyHo20 aHanizy icmopuyHux,
thinocohcokux, nedazo2iuHux i MEMOAUYHUX NPaysb NPOBIOHUX BIMUYUIHAHUX | 3apyBIHHUX YYEeHUX.
30ilicHeHO y3@eanbHeHHs MeopemuvHUX [oA0MeHb | nApakmu4yHozo doceidy iHmezpayii
2POMAOAHCEKOI, KynemypHOi ma HayioHaneHoi ideHmu4Hocmi @ oceimHilii npoyec.

Knwouosi cnosa: 2pomadaHcbKa I0eHMUYHICMb, KyabMmypHO-HAYIOHAABHT i0eHmuYHicme,
esponelcoka iHmezpauis, memodosnozivHi nidxodu, yKkpaiHoueHmpu4Ha ideHmudYHicme.

UDOVYCHENKO Larisa Mykolayivna. THE ROLE OF SCHOOL LITERATURE IN SHAPING A
UKRAINE-CENTERED IDENTITY OF YOUTH

The primary goal of this article is to analyze and substantiate the significance of forming a
Ukraine-centric identity sphere among Ukrainian schoolchildren as an essential foundation for the
country’s continued European-oriented development, particularly relevant under current socio-
political challenges intensified by Russia’s invasion.

The methodology combines a comprehensive literature review and critical analysis of historical,
philosophical, pedagogical, and methodological works by prominent Ukrainian and international
scholars specializing in identity formation, educational philosophy, and literary teaching
methodologies. Key theoretical insights and practical experiences regarding civic, cultural, and
national identity integration into educational contexts are examined thoroughly. Results of the
analysis highlight the effectiveness of structured methodological approaches that employ Ukrainian
and world literature courses. Such methods significantly contribute to nurturing students’ critical
thinking skills, intercultural respect, and active civic participation.

The research identifies the need for an integrated pedagogical approach, which synergistically
aligns literary education with national values, thus promoting students’ self-awareness, civic
maturity, and social responsibility. Additionally, the study underscores the essential role educators
play in fostering respectful, supportive, and empowering classroom environments, crucial for
meaningful identity development. Conclusions drawn indicate that forming a Ukraine-centered
identity is not only an educational imperative but a fundamental prerequisite for Ukraine’s
sustainable societal growth and effective integration into the broader European community. Future
research should focus on investigating deviations and challenges in identity formation processes
and designing targeted educational interventions to mitigate negative influences from unreliable
information and adverse social environments.

Keywords: civic competencies, cultural-national identity, European integration, identity
formation, literary education, methodological approaches, Ukraine-centered education.

Problem Statement and Justification of
its Relevance. The full-scale invasion of Ukraine
by Russian troops on February 24, 2022, was the
culmination of Russia’s long and exhausting
hybrid aggression against our country. This
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event, despite the many tragedies it caused, also
revealed a number of acute and often neglected
challenges to the content of education. Over-
coming these challenges is connected with the
urgent need to form competent citizens who will
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defend their right to live in a free state, have their
own values, develop national culture and keep
pace with the civilized world. Some of these
questions have already been answered with
dignity and conviction by educators, while many
others are still pending. Among them is the
question of forming a Ukraine-centered iden-
tification sphere of schoolchildren as a
fundamental component of building a European
Ukraine. Literary education should play a leading
role in the search for such an answer. After all, it
has a large arsenal of tools for shaping the
consciousness of young Ukrainians, which will
help them to be competent, nationally conscious
and active citizens of their country, who at the
same time show tolerance and respect for all
peoples and cultures.

Many fields of science today are actively
studying various components of the national-
centered identification sphere of the individual.
Among these components, the most important
are cultural, national, and civic. The level of their
formation in modern Ukrainians is eloquently
evidenced by monitoring data [9; 13; 15; 16; 20].
According to their results, a significant part of
Ukrainian citizens, including young people, are
superficially aware of the meaning, depth and
existential significance of the above concepts.
Therefore, there is an urgent need to develop
ways to implement a methodological system for
the formation of cultural, national and civic
identities as components of the Ukraine-centered
identification sphere of young Ukrainians —
future members of a united Europe. To achieve
this goal, it is necessary to develop modern
scientific and methodological support for the
educational process in general secondary educa-
tion institutions based on the competency-based
approach that is the basis of the New Ukrainian
School.

The first steps towards the formation of a
Ukrainian-centered identification sphere of
students-readers were taken in 1991 after
Ukraine declared independence. Simultaneously,
the study of foreign literature began in Ukrainian
schools. Combination of a national emphasis
with a deeper penetration into world literature
made it possible to

o present world literature as a set of natio-
nal literatures;

o study each national literature in the global
context;

o build the study of works of Ukrainian and
foreign literature on a comparative basis;

o to reveal common and different views of
the world and human in different national cultu-
res;

¢ identify national and universal values
based on works of art;
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¢ interpret the national-centered meaning of
works of classical word art;

e compare the wvalue systems of
contemporary Ukrainian and foreign literature,
which i1s very important for human life in the
modern multicultural world.

These innovations encourage students to
meaningful self-identification and the deve-
lopment of civic, cultural and national key
competencies as markers of their Ukraine-
centered identification.

Analysis of Recent Research and
Publications. The problem we are discussing has
deep roots. Philosophical reflections on the
essence of the nation-centered identification
sphere of the individual can be found in the
concepts of Amitai Etzioni, Yurhen Gabermas,
Ernest Gellner, Kurt Hubner, Samuel Hunting-
ton, Anthony Smith and others. Scientists agree
that the problem of nation-centered identification
is a problem of self-awareness, identification
with a particular nation and state, and thus the
choice of a course of action in various spheres of
public life and the maintenance of civic, cultural
and national feelings. The sphere of socio-
cultural identities is the most important for a
person in the diverse field of identification, as it
organically combines both the inclusion of an
individual in social structures with the
corresponding system of relations and his or her
identification with a certain system of general
cultural, national and civic values.

The essence of civic identity as an important
component of nation-centered self-identification
has been actively studied by scholars Dominic
Abrams, Peter Alter, Vira Arbenina, Tetiana
Bevz,  Myroslav ~ Boryshevskyi,  Vadym
Vasiutynskyi, Montserrat Gibernau, Petro
Hnatenko, William James, Andrii Kolodii, Yurii
Rymarenko, Nataliia Saveliuk, Roman Synel-
nykov, Liudmyla Snihur, Viktor Stepanenko,
Mykhailo  Stepyko, John Turner, Nihora
Khazratova, Liudmyla  Shymchenko, Lee
Shulman and others [2; 3; 15; 21]. Scientists are
unanimous in defining the following main
markers of civic identity: a person’s awareness of
himself or herself as a citizen of a particular
state, involvement in economic, political, cultural
and national ties with fellow citizens, sharing
common civic values and respect for state
symbols, significant historical dates and
prominent personalities. Scientists Peter Alter,
Rogers Brubaker, Samuel Huntington, Anthony
Smith [24] and others argue that globalization
processes not only do not deny the formation of
national identity, but in many ways intensify it.
Most of today’s Ukrainian youth is a vivid
confirmation of this fact: along with a broad
interest in the life of the world in all its
dimensions, they are significantly deepening
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their interest in their own history and culture,
raising self-respect to a new height.

Researchers Benedict Anderson, Viktoriia
Buyashenko, Tetiana Voropai, Ernest Gellner,
Vira Horlova, Montserrat Gibernau, Valentyna
Darenska, Erik Erickson, Valerii Zlyvkov,
Mykola Kozlovets, Oksen Lisovyi, Lyudmyla
Mazur, Larysa Nagorna, Olena Popova, Anthony
Smith, Mykhailo Stepyko, Nataliia Yatsuk and
others assume that a nation’s distinctive culture
distinguishes it from other nations and serves as
its presentation card in the international
community [1; 2; 3; 5; 24]. This allows us to
define the following markers of cultural and
national identity: an individual’s awareness of
being a carrier of the culture of a particular
nation, perception and practice of traditions and
customs of the carriers of this culture (both in
their own country and abroad), and respect for
national symbols and prominent figures of
national history and culture.

The educational discourse highlights various
problems of forming a Ukraine-centered iden-
tification sphere of the individual: national-
patriotic education, personal and cultural-
national identification (Ivan Bekh, Kostiantyn.
Zhurba), national identity (Myroslav Bory-
shevskyi, Zhanna Svirska), ethno-social repre-
sentations (Olha Vasylchenko), ethnic self-
consciousness  (Dmytro  Sladkyi), identity
construction by means of reflection (Nataliia
Vysotska), ideas of cultural and humanistic
psychology (Oleksandr. Rosynskyi, Volodymyr
Romenets).

Thus, all the studies show that civic and
cultural and national identities are basic for the
formation of the Ukrainian-centered identi-
fication sphere in general.

Discussion of the Problem and Proposals.
The formation of a Ukraine-centric identity
among students is not a novel endeavor but is
deeply embedded in the educational practices of
teaching Ukrainian and foreign literature. This
initiative stems from a long history of attempting
to instill civic and cultural-national wvalues
through literary works. Renowned educators and
scholars, including Oleksandra Bandura, Tetyana

Buhaiko, Fedor Buhaiko, Volodymyr Hla-
dyshchev, Nataliva Hohol, Oleksandr Doro-
shkevych, Zhanna Klymenko, Volodymyr

Nedilko, Liudmyla Nezhyva, Halyna Ostrovska,
Yevhen Pasiichnyk, Anatolii Sitchenko, Hanna
Tokman, Vasyl Shuliar. However, the modern
theory and practice of forming the Ukrainian-
centered identification sphere of students are
characterized by certain contradictions between:
e The objective need of today’s Ukrainian
society for citizens with a pronounced Ukraine-
centered identification and the insufficient
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development of the problem of its formation in
the methodology of teaching literature;

o The high educational potential of fiction
and only its occasional use in solving this
problem.

The Aim of the Article. Thus, we come to
the need to intensify and optimize the ways of
forming the Ukrainian-centered identification
sphere of students by means of Ukrainian and
foreign literature in general secondary education
institutions. In order to achieve this goal, it is
necessary to analyze the principles of forming
the Ukrainian-centered identification sphere of
students, to study in detail the existing
approaches to the development of the iden-
tification sphere during the study of literature
courses, and to propose new approaches along
with modification of the existing ones that would
give the desired intensification and optimization.
In this process, close cooperation of individual
scholars, scientific and pedagogical institutions
with active and interested practicing teachers and
student groups will be indispensable.

To accomplish the task, it is advisable to use
both  theoretical methods  (analysis  of
philosophical, psychological, pedagogical and
methodological research, programs, textbooks
and manuals on Ukrainian and foreign literature
for schools; systematization and generalization of
theoretical material; study of experience on the
research problem; clarification of basic concepts
on the problem under study) and empirical
methods (pedagogical observation, interviews
with teachers and students).

Presentation of the Main Research
Material. This activity will not be developed
from scratch. The problem of forming a
Ukrainian-centered identification sphere of
students has deep roots in the methodology of
teaching Ukrainian and foreign literature and
grows out of previous attempts to form civic and
cultural and national wvalues through fiction.
Various aspects of this problem have been
developed by Oleksandra Bandura, Tetiana
Buhayko, Fedir Buhayko, Volodymyr Hla-
dyshev, Natalia Gogol, Oleksandr Doro-
shkevych, Zhanna Klymenko, Volodymyr
Nedilko, Liudmyla Nezhyva, Halyna. Ostrovska,
Yevhen Pasichnyk, Anatolii Sitchenko, Hanna
Tokman, Vasyl Shulyar, Tamila Yatsenko and
others. For example, Oleksandr Doroshkevych
developed a teaching methodology that brought
to the fore the national and civic value of the
work and revealed «the ideals of the national
intelligentsia, with its impulses and sufferings, its
history» [6, p. 63]. The author expected that this
approach would ensure the formation of a deeply
national civic position of young people. Ivan
Ogienko emphasized the ideals rooted in the
national art of the word and stressed the
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importance of forming in students both national
culture and civic position based on universal
values [11].

Ivan Franko made an important contribution
to the discourse. With all the power of his
intellect and voice, he called for the realization of
the importance of the national component of
native literature in the education and formation
of a national picture of the world in the minds of
Ukrainians.

His call was heard and picked up like a
baton by Ukrainian school leaders in subsequent
generations.

A significant contribution to the deve-
lopment of the problem was made by the
educator Yevhen Pasichnyk in the late twentieth
century [12]. He laid the foundations for the
formation of the Ukrainian-centered identi-
fication sphere of students in the modern sense,
developing the ideas of the Ukrainian
methodologist of the sixties Kostiantyn Storchak,
who was one of the first in our literature
methodology to study the manifestations of
national and international in works of art and to
develop the main directions of the educational
process in this area [17]. Thus, in the
methodology of teaching literature came to
understand identity as a dynamic property that
grows out of comparing oneself and one’s values
with others and developing rules for the
coexistence of world societies and cultures.

Recently, certain aspects of the above
problems have been studied by Natalia Hrytsak,
Olena Isaieva, Zhanna Klymenko, Liudmyla
Nezhyva, Halyna Ostrovska, Anatolii Sitchenko,
Olesia Slyzhuk, Larysa Udovychenko, Vasyl
Shulyar, and others. They outlined two main
areas of work. The first is related to the education
of Ukrainian-centered self-identification through
the mediation of Ukrainian and foreign literature.
The second, broader one, is to develop a
methodology for developing a Ukraine-centered
identification sphere as a prerequisite for civic
and cultural competence in general, according to
the requirements of the New Ukrainian School.
Their activities are designed to revive and
develop the national self-identification of
Ukrainian youth to affirm the fundamental values
that were lost due to the complex political
vicissitudes of our distant and recent past. The
researchers’ work is based on a number of
legislative and regulatory documents that began
to appear after the Revolution of Dignity.

The regulatory documents of the New
Ukrainian School, the Law of Ukraine «On the
Basic Principles of State Policy in the Field of
Strengthening Ukrainian National and Civil
Identity» and the Strategy for Strengthening
Ukrainian National and Civil Identity until 2030
refer to citizens’ awareness of their national and
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civil identity as a key condition for Ukraine's
existence and prosperity [4; 5; 7; 8; 10; 14; 18].
The main markers of the Ukrainian-centered
identification sphere of a person are:

* An active civic position based on
respect for human rights, spiritual values of the
Ukrainian people and national identity;

e Developed defensive consciousness and
civic resilience;

e Patriotism;

e Respect for state symbols, the state
language, social and state (national) values of
Ukraine and understanding of their importance
for the formation of the state;

¢ Readiness to fulfill the constitutional
duty to protect the independence and territorial
integrity of Ukraine.

Thus, at the state level, it is asserted that
Ukraine-centered identity forms the foundation
of civic, cultural and national competence. Given
this basis, the school reform should use all
available means to achieve the goal set by the
state and the conscious part of the citizenship. To
successfully accomplish this task, it is necessary
to study the positive experience already gained in
Ukrainian schools and to deeply comprehend the
scientific theories and practical recommendations
of scholars involved in this field.

Today, no one doubts that Ukrainian and
foreign literature as school subjects are
multifunctional and integral in their purpose.
Both courses of literature shape a person’s
worldview and lay the foundations for his or her
productive life in a multicultural world.
Comprehending works of art allows students to
emotionally experience various situations, to
understand more deeply the multifaceted world,
the meaning of human existence and its
foundations such as human conscience, duty,
heroism, honor and active life position. The
teacher’s task is to turn literature lessons into a
school of development, awareness, and self-
identification.

Methodological principles developed on the
basis of the works of Ukrainian philosophers and
educators Hryhorii Skovoroda, Ivan Franko,
Khrystyna Alchevska, Hryhorii Vashchenko, Jan
Amos Comenius, Ivan Ohienko, Vasyl
Sukhomlynskyi, Kostiantyn Ushynskyi, and
contemporary scholars Ivan Bekh, Ivan Ziaziun,
and Mykhailo Stelmakhovych will help him do
this. The scholars considered the problem of
forming values and patriotic feelings among
young people in close connection with national
moral and ethical education and the expansion of
Ukrainian-language information and cultural
content. According to Adolf Disterveg, it is of
great importance that such work should be free
and organic, correspond to the natural abilities of
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students and rely on the national spirit, while not
losing sight of universal values [26].

The formation of cultural and national
values in the younger generation through national
literature is a process of fostering such ideals, a
type of personality that constantly feels part of
the nation, manifests its involvement in its
history, traditions, culture, and spiritual life in the
broadest sense.

The main values of Ukrainian society,
shared by the vast majority of its citizens and
organically combined with universal values, are:

Sobornist (Integrity) — the indivisibility of
the entire territory of Ukraine, the spiritual unity
of Ukrainian citizens regardless of nationality
and religion, aimed at asserting sovereignty,
independence and building a European Ukraine;

Originality — cultural and national identity,
which is manifested in a mentally conditioned
worldview, ways of communication, activity, and
behavior developed over the centuries;

Will — the desire for freedom, which is
manifested in the centuries-long history of the
Ukrainian people’s struggle for their existence
and independent state and the constant search for
ways to achieve this goal;

Dignity — defending one’s spiritual, moral
and statehood positions, one’s own honor and
awareness of civic duty towards one’s own state
and the entire international community.

The main psychological and pedagogical
condition that contributes to the optimal
reception of civic, cultural and national values by
students is the establishment of constant spiritual
contact between the teacher and students, the
creation of an atmosphere of frankness, goodwill,
and mutual respect, when the subjects of
cooperation act as equal partners and freely
express their own views and initiative in acts of
interaction [22; 23; 25]. Such communication is
undoubtedly based on cultural competence as the
key competence, the development of which is
facilitated by the same literary education.

Two main paths can be identified for
forming a Ukrainian-centered identification
sphere of students. The first is through wvalues
based on knowledge of traditions, customs, and
social relations with their basic moral norms. The
transmission of this knowledge should be
mandatory for every teacher of every subject.
The second is instilling high ideals and feelings
through the study of works of literature in school.

Here we observe a manifestation of
synergism, when the nonlinear (deep and
multifactorial) interaction of subsystems leads to
the emergence of a new quality, in our case, the
Ukrainian-centered identification sphere of
students. Synergetic studies complex systems in
the process of interaction and transformation,
with an emphasis on the properties of the total
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system that cannot be predicted only on the basis
of the properties of each of its isolated
components. In the context of our work, the total
system is a citizen with a formed Ukrainian-
centered identification sphere, and the main
subsystems are a student-reader and works of art.
The process of interaction between a student and
a work of art should be described within the
concepts of personality and image-character [19].

The methodological [19] system built in
provides for the active use of cultural, socio-
historical, philosophical information that will
make it possible to clarify the understanding of
the concepts of man in the historical and cultural
process in its contradictory integrity with
different principles of understanding the
foundations of one’s own being, which directly
affect the artistic concept of personality in works
of art of the word. It is advisable to widely
implement the above system for studying
literature at school, since, in our opinion, it paves
the shortest way to our goal: the formation of a
Ukrainian-centered identification sphere of
schoolchildren through fiction.

In conclusion, the process of forming a
Ukraine-centric identity sphere among students
through Ukrainian and foreign literature within
the framework of the New Ukrainian School will
achieve its goals only if the following inherent
components of identity are given the utmost
attention throughout the educational process:

s Respect for human rights and freedoms
(for example, students analyze cases of intolerant
attitudes towards other people described in works
of literature, make suggestions for preventing
such situations in real life)

e Recognition of equal rights and
obligations of all citizens of the state from
different cultures (for example, students analyze
cases of discrimination of characters on national
grounds and give a negative assessment of such
facts);

s Respect for the opinions, beliefs, views
and values of people of other cultures (for
example, students  consider  thoughtless
condemnation of the traditions of other peoples
incorrect, respect the rules of behavior of
representatives of other cultures, etc;)

s Responsibility for their own cultural and
national position (for example, students give a
reasoned assessment of the character’s behavior,
take responsibility for the decision made, explain
the significance of their own choice);

o Confidence in self-abilities and self-
reliance (for example, students express deeply
personal assessments and judgments about works
of art and their characters, about the role of
literature in the education and preservation of
cultural and national identity).
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Conclusions and Prospects for Further
Research in This Area. The future of the
Ukrainian state largely depends on the formed
Ukraine-centered identification sphere of stu-
dents. The loss of identity by a person creates
serious problems related to deep alienation in
society, a sense of disintegration, instability of
human existence, and even threatens the national
security of the country. Today, a Ukraine-
centered identity is undoubtedly a prerequisite
for building a European Ukraine.

The formation of a Ukraine-centric identity
is an ongoing project. Our goal is to complete it
and permanently eliminate the danger of the
reactivation of Russian socio-cultural identity.
Well-structured courses in Ukrainian and foreign
literature in schools will aid in this endeavor.

Prospects for further research lie in studying
various deviations in Ukraine-centric identity,
their causes, and ways to overcome them. This
will help specify directions for teachers’ work
and flexibly adapt the selection of materials and
teaching methods to neutralize the negative
influences of certain environments and
questionable information sources.

It is crucial to choose a range of literary
works that most vividly illustrate high cultural-
national values. Equally important is relying on
effective teaching methodologies to train
students to think critically, formulate well-
reasoned opinions about events and characters
depicted in the works, and extrapolate literary
knowledge and skills to real-life situations.
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