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Adnotacja. Artykuł przedstawia teoretyczne rozumienie podmiotów interakcji partnerskich we współczesnej edukacji 
wczesnoszkolnej. Analizuje naukowe podejścia do interpretacji pojęć „podmiot” i „podmiotowość” oraz uzasadnia ich 
znaczenie dla zrozumienia procesu edukacyjnego. Wyjaśnia istotę interakcji partnerskich jako szczególnego rodzaju 
relacji podmiotowo-podmiotowych opartych na równości, wspólnych celach i wzajemnej odpowiedzialności. Proponuje 
zróżnicowanie podmiotów interakcji partnerskich na bezpośrednie (uczeń, nauczyciel, rodzice) i pośrednie (administracja, 
instytucje społeczne) w zależności od stopnia ich włączenia w proces edukacyjny. Ujawnia funkcjonalne i rolowe cechy 
podmiotów w komunikacyjnych, interaktywnych i percepcyjnych aspektach interakcji. Udowodniono, że spójność ról i 
funkcji podmiotów zapewnia skuteczność procesu edukacyjnego w szkole podstawowej.

Słowa kluczowe: interakcja partnerska, podmiot, podmiotowość, edukacja wczesnoszkolna, uczestnicy procesu 
edukacyjnego, pedagogika partnerska, proces edukacyjny, funkcje podmiotów.
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Abstract. The article provides a theoretical analysis of the subjects of partnership interaction in the contemporary 
primary education. It examines scholarly approaches to the interpretation of the concepts of “subject” and “subjectivity” 
and substantiates their significance for understanding the educational process. The essence of partnership interaction 
is clarified as a specific type of subject–subject relationship based on parity, shared goals, and mutual responsibility. 
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A differentiation of the subjects of partnership interaction into direct (students, teachers, parents) and indirect (school 
administration, social institutions) participants is proposed according to the degree of their involvement in the educational 
process. The functional and role-based characteristics of these subjects are revealed within the communicative, interactive, 
and perceptual dimensions of interaction. It is demonstrated that the coordination of roles and functions of the subjects 
ensures the effectiveness of the educational process in primary school.

Key words: partnership interaction, subject; subjectivity, primary education, participants in the educational process, 
partnership pedagogy, educational process, subject functions.
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Анотація. У статті здійснено теоретичне осмислення суб’єктів партнерської взаємодії в сучасній початковій 
освіті. Проаналізовано наукові підходи до трактування понять «суб’єкт» і «суб’єктність» та обґрунтовано їх зна-
чення для розуміння освітнього процесу. Уточнено сутність партнерської взаємодії як особливого типу суб’єкт-
суб’єктних відносин, що ґрунтуються на паритетності, спільності цілей і взаємній відповідальності. Запропонова-
но диференціацію суб’єктів партнерської взаємодії на безпосередніх (учень, учитель, батьки) та опосередкованих 
(адміністрація, соціальні інституції) відповідно до ступеня їх включеності в освітній процес. Розкрито функці-
онально-рольову характеристику суб’єктів у межах комунікативного, інтерактивного та перцептивного аспек-
тів взаємодії. Доведено, що узгодженість ролей і функцій суб’єктів забезпечує ефективність освітнього процесу 
в початковій школі.

Ключові слова: партнерська взаємодія, суб’єкт, суб’єктність, початкова освіта, учасники освітнього процесу, 
педагогіка партнерства, освітній процес, функції суб’єктів.

Introduction. The up-to-date modernization of the national education system leads to a reconsideration 
of the roles of participants in the educational process and the nature of their interaction, which becomes particularly 
relevant at the level of primary education as a basic stage in the development of a child’s personality.

In the international educational discourse, the idea of partnership is considered as an important factor in ensur-
ing the quality of education. International experience demonstrates that effective educational practices are based 
on the interaction of teachers, students, parents, and the community, implemented through the concepts of col-
laborative learning, student-centered approach, as well as the school ‒ family ‒ community partnership model. In 
foreign scholarly literature, the problem of interaction among participants in the educational process is examined 
from various perspectives, in particular in the context of school–family cooperation, teacher-parent partnership, 
and the active involvement of students in the educational process. Foreign scholars emphasize that effective interac-
tion between school and family has a positive impact on students’ academic achievement, their social development, 
and the formation of learning motivation (Epstein et al., 2002).

In the context of educational reform in Ukraine, the idea of partnership has acquired a systemic character and is 
defined as one of the key principles of the modern educational process. The conceptual framework of the New 
Ukrainian School (Концепція, 2016) emphasizes the implementation of partnership pedagogy, which involves 
building interaction between teachers, students, and parents on the basis of trust, mutual respect, cooperation, 
and shared responsibility for learning outcomes.

At the same time, the analysis of scholarly sources indicates that the issue of identifying the subjects of partner-
ship interaction and characterizing their functions within the system of modern primary education requires further 
theoretical elaboration, which determines the relevance of this study.

Main Part. The aim of the study is to identify the subjects of partnership interaction in modern primary educa-
tion and to characterize their role in the organization of the educational process.
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According to the stated aim, the following research objectives have been defined:
1. To analyze scholarly approaches to understanding partnership interaction in the educational process.
2. To identify the main subjects of partnership interaction in modern primary education.
3. To characterize the roles and functions of the subjects of partnership interaction in the educational process 

of primary school.
Materials and Methods. To achieve the stated aim, a set of theoretical research methods was employed. In par-

ticular, the study applied analysis and synthesis of scholarly literature on the problem of partnership interaction in 
education, a comparative analysis of scientific approaches to defining the subjects of the educational process, as well 
as the systematization and generalization of research findings in order to identify the main subjects of partnership 
interaction in modern primary education.

The application of these methods made it possible to analyze scholarly approaches to understanding partnership 
interaction in the educational process, to identify the main subjects of partnership interaction in modern primary 
education, as well as to characterize their roles and functions in the organization of the primary school educational 
process.

Results and Discussion. The theoretical understanding of the subjects of partnership interaction in modern pri-
mary education requires clarification of the content of the concepts of «subject» and «subjectivity», which determine 
the nature of interaction among participants in the educational process. The analysis of psychological and pedagog-
ical literature provides grounds to assert that the concept of the «subject» is key to understanding the educational 
process, as it reflects the active role of the individual in activity and cognition. Its use is associated with the estab-
lishment of partnership interaction in the primary school educational process, implemented through subject-subject 
relations based on dialogue and mutual responsibility. In this context, it is important to clarify the essential charac-
teristics of the subject and to distinguish between the concepts of «subject» and «subjectivity» in order to explain 
the mechanisms of implementing partnership interaction in primary school.

The analysis of the presented definitions of the concept of «subject» indicates the presence of a common method-
ological foundation, according to which the subject is understood as an active, conscious individual capable of pur-
poseful activity, interaction, and self-development. In the definition proposed by O. Linnik, emphasis is placed on 
activity, integrity, and the individual’s ability to act as an initiator and organizer of activity and interaction (Ліннік, 
2016: 49). V. Andrushchenko considers the subject within the educational process as an agent of activity, empha-
sizing their role in pedagogical interaction and responsibility for its outcomes (Андрущенко, Линовицька, 2014: 
128). L. Skorych presents the subject in the context of interpersonal interaction, focusing on its formation and real-
ization within the system of relationships and communication (Скорич, 2019: 836).

As we can see, the differences between the approaches are primarily related to a shift in research emphasis: 
from personality characteristics to the educational context and the interactional, communicative dimension, while 
the common feature remains the understanding of the subject as an active agent of activity and consciousness. In 
our view, the most comprehensive understanding of the subject is as a bearer of activity, consciousness, and agency, 
capable of self-regulation, self-development, and self-realization, which ensures the effective performance of activ-
ities and the integration of personal resources for solving professional and life tasks (Желанова, 2020: 100).

At the same time, defining the essence of the subject requires clarification through the concept of «subjectivity», 
which characterizes the level and mode of manifestation of their activity, autonomy, and capacity for self-regulation 
in activity and interaction. It is precisely the analysis of subjectivity that makes it possible to specify the internal 
mechanisms for implementing partnership interaction in the primary school educational process.

The generalization of the presented approaches to defining the concept of «subjectivity» allows it to be consid-
ered as a multidimensional characteristic of the individual, manifested in the ability for conscious activity, self-reg-
ulation, and self-development in activity and interaction. In scholarly interpretations, various semantic emphases in 
understanding this phenomenon can be observed.

In particular, S. Maksymenko emphasizes the activity-goal aspect of subjectivity, interpreting it as the individu-
al’s ability to consciously determine the goals of their activity and responsibly implement them, transforming both 
themselves and the world (Максименко, 2017). In T. Hurlieva’s approach, subjectivity is primarily associated with 
the process of interaction, acquiring meaning through dialogue and mutual exchange, which ensures the personal 
development of its participants (Гурлєва, 2020: 43). M. Skrypnyk interprets subjectivity in the context of social 
action, emphasizing its connection with self-regulation, goal-setting, and personal authorship in one’s own activity 
(Скрипник, 2017: 14). At the same time, O. Halian proposes an integrative vision of subjectivity as a holistic char-
acteristic of the individual, combining awareness, autonomy, responsibility, reflection, the capacity for self-devel-
opment, and creative interaction (Галян, 2017: 65). Thus, the differences in approaches are determined by different 
theoretical perspectives on understanding subjectivity ‒ activity-based, interactional, social, and integrative ‒ while 
they are united by the understanding of subjectivity as the individual’s ability to be an active and conscious creator 
of their own activity and development. As can be seen, the generalization of various scholarly approaches provides 
grounds for considering the individual as a subject of activity and social relations with a formed system of internal 
values. In this context, subjectivity appears as an inherent, self-caused activity embedded in the child’s «self», 
which ensures the connection between the personal «self» and the surrounding world and serves as the substantive 
basis for the formation and development of a creative personality. As a subject-based system, a creative personality 
functions in a dual manner, simultaneously acting as both the condition and the goal of its own self-development 
(Желанова, 2016: 72).
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It should be noted that the subjectivity of the individual manifests not in isolation, but in the process of interac-
tion with other participants in the educational process. It is precisely the nature of this interaction that determines 
the possibilities for realizing the subject position of each participant. In modern primary education, such interaction 
acquires the features of partnership, which necessitates clarifying the content of the concept of «partnership inter-
action». We understand partnership interaction between subjects of the educational process as a new type of inter-
action based on parity and characterized by shared goals, mutual responsibility of the parties for the outcomes 
of cooperation, as well as the personal progress of each participant in the process of joint activity. In this context, 
partners are considered as subjects of the educational process capable of dialogue, group interaction, teamwork, 
and the joint organization of the educational process in order to achieve a defined goal (Єпіхіна, 2022: 37-38). 
Within this approach, there is a need to identify the range of subjects of partnership interaction in modern primary 
education and to clarify their role in the organization of the educational process.

The Law of Ukraine On Education (Section VI, Article 52) defines the participants of the educational pro-
cess, which include learners, teaching staff, academic and research staff, parents of learners, individuals engaged 
in educational activities, as well as other persons involved in its implementation in accordance with legislation 
(Закон України «Про освіту», 2017). However, in our view, this definition is of a generalized nature and does not 
provide for differentiation of participants in the educational process according to the nature of their participation 
in partnership interaction. At the same time, it should be noted that the contemporary development of education 
necessitates a scholarly understanding of the subjects of partnership interaction, taking into account the degree 
of their involvement in the educational process. In this regard, we consider it appropriate to distinguish the subjects 
of partnership interaction among the participants in the educational process and to classify them according to their 
role in the implementation of educational activities.

The criterion for such differentiation, in our view, is the degree of direct involvement of subjects in the process 
of partnership interaction. This approach allows for a more accurate reflection of the nature of subjects’ participa-
tion in partnership interaction compared to the traditional list of participants in the educational process, as it takes 
into account not only their formal affiliation but also the level of their active engagement in joint activity. In this 
context, it is appropriate to distinguish between direct and indirect subjects of partnership interaction. We believe 
that the direct subjects include the learner, the teacher, and the parents, who are directly involved in the educational 
process, interact with each other on the basis of partnership, and jointly influence the outcomes of the educational 
process. Indirect subjects include other participants in the educational process, in particular the administration 
of the educational institution and social institutions, which do not engage in direct interaction within learning activ-
ities but provide organizational, managerial, and environmental conditions for its implementation.

The differentiation of the subjects of partnership interaction carried out within the study provides a basis for 
further analysis of their roles and functions in the primary school educational process.

Previous studies have substantiated that partnership interaction among the subjects of the educational process 
should be considered through the prism of three interrelated aspects: communicative (exchange of information), 
interactive (interaction, exchange of knowledge, ideas, and actions), and perceptive (partners’ perception and under-
standing of each other, establishment of mutual understanding) (Єпіхіна, 2023: 25). In view of this, the characteri-
zation of the subjects of partnership interaction is carried out with due regard to these aspects, which ensures a com-
prehensive disclosure of their roles, functions, and features of interaction in the primary school educational process.

The role of the learner in the system of partnership interaction lies in the realization of an active subject position, 
manifested in joint activity, interaction with other participants in the educational process, and influence on its orga-
nization. In the communicative aspect, the learner participates in pedagogical dialogue, engages in the exchange 
of information, and expresses and substantiates their own position. In the interactive aspect, they are involved in 
joint activity, cooperate with the teacher and parents, and take part in decision-making regarding the organization 
of the educational process. In the perceptive aspect, the learner comes to know other participants in the interaction, 
develops mutual understanding, and fosters empathy as well as the ability to adequately perceive a partner. Such 
an approach makes it possible to consider the learner as an active subject of partnership interaction, capable of con-
structive participation in the educational process.

Alongside this, the teacher performs a system-forming role in partnership interaction, ensuring the organization 
and coordination of the joint activity of its participants. In the communicative aspect, their activity is aimed at imple-
menting pedagogical dialogue, ensuring openness of communication, and creating conditions for the free expression 
of thoughts and positions of learners and parents. In the interactive aspect, the teacher organizes and facilitates 
interaction, coordinates joint activity, involves participants in the educational process in decision-making, and con-
tributes to the formation of a partnership community. In the perceptive aspect, the teacher develops a pedagogi-
cal understanding of the child’s personality, takes into account their individual characteristics, provides support 
and feedback, and fosters an atmosphere of trust and mutual respect. The implementation of the perceptive aspect 
is carried out through pedagogical support, reflection, the provision of feedback, and consideration of learners’ 
individual experience, which ensures deeper mutual understanding among participants in the educational process. 
In this context, the teacher appears not as a dominant subject, but as a coordinator and co-participant in interaction.

An important subject of partnership interaction is the parents, whose participation is associated with ensur-
ing the child’s educational activity and personal development. In the communicative aspect, they interact with 
the teacher and the child on the basis of open dialogue, engaging in the exchange of information regarding educa-
tional needs and learning outcomes. In the interactive aspect, parents are involved in joint activity, cooperate with 
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the educational institution in addressing educational and upbringing tasks, participate in shaping the educational 
environment, and support the child’s learning motivation. In the perceptive aspect, they provide emotional sup-
port, contribute to the formation of the child’s positive self-esteem, and foster the development of their confidence 
and readiness for interaction. This makes it possible to consider parents as equal partners in achieving shared edu-
cational outcomes.

Indirect subjects of partnership interaction perform a supportive role by creating the organizational, managerial, 
and social conditions for its implementation. In the communicative aspect, their activity is associated with creating 
an informational space for interaction, coordinating communications, and ensuring the openness and accessibility 
of information. In the interactive aspect, they organize and regulate the educational process, providing the norma-
tive, organizational, and resource basis for effective cooperation. In the perceptive aspect, indirect subjects contrib-
ute to the formation of a favorable socio-psychological climate, supporting trust and mutual understanding among 
participants in the educational process. In this context, they ensure the integrity and stability of the functioning 
of the partnership interaction system.

Thus, the functional and role-based characterization of the subjects of partnership interaction has a complemen-
tary nature: the learner realizes an active subject position, the teacher ensures the organization and coordination 
of interaction, parents act as co-participants in the educational process, and indirect subjects create the conditions 
for its implementation. The coherence of their functions across the communicative, interactive, and perceptive 
aspects determines the effectiveness of partnership interaction in primary school. The proposed functional and role-
based characterization of the subjects within the communicative, interactive, and perceptive aspects makes it pos-
sible to comprehensively present the structure of partnership interaction and to clarify its content in the context 
of modern primary education.

Conclusions. Thus, the subjects of partnership interaction in modern primary education should be considered 
in a differentiated manner ‒ as direct and indirect participants in the educational process. Partnership interaction 
appears as a multidimensional system implemented in the unity of communicative, interactive, and perceptive 
aspects, ensuring the integrity of interaction among its subjects. The coherence of the roles and functions of the sub-
jects of partnership interaction determines the effectiveness of the educational process, shaping its organization, 
content, and outcomes in primary school. Further research is required to substantiate the pedagogical conditions 
for the effective implementation of partnership interaction in the primary school educational process, taking into 
account contemporary educational transformations.
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