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A Secjopedaqogicros sie pokmiczne
fedabon rakoms: Agate Szemeska-Fraciontcr, Toresa Wik

Professional ethics of the modern teacher:
realities and transformations

Etyka zawodowa wspétczesnego nauczydela:
realia i transformagje

Abstract

As a result of globailzation, paradigmatic changes in the contemporary image of the warld
have been 1aken 1nto acconnt, which without exception affect all spheres of reality, inclad-
Ing the sphere of education. Not only social conditions have changed, but also basle subjects

- participants of the aducstiona) process students and teachers. In modern reality, teacher’s
professional activity requires overcoming varkss contradictions. It just opened ap 10 new,
changes taking place [n soclety, and in education, the necessary functions for esercises to use
the function of calculating values, revising ethical norms are needed.

Keywords: teaches. teacher’s professional ethics, education

Streszozenie

W wyniku globalizacit nastypily paradygmatyszae zmeny we wipblczesaym abrazic swista,
ktdre bez wyigtku dotknely wazystkich sfer ceeczywistodci spobecanej, w sym sfery edukacl
Zmianie ulegly nie tylko warunkl spoleczne, ale takze podstawowe podmm - viczestaicy
procest edukacyjnego: studenci | naucryciele. We wspdlcresne] reecxywistodcl altywnodé
rawodowa nauczyclels wymaga preawycigzenia régnych spezecznoéel. To wlhadnie otwartoid
na nowe. éwisdomasd rmian 2achodzgcych zasbwno w spoleczenstwie, jak i w edukacii stano-
weig niszbed g podstawe dia naucrytiell do dokonania pewnych pereksztalteed wartosel, rewi-
2 norm etycznych.

Stows kluczowe: oaucryciel, etyka zawodows nauczycicla, edukacia
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fessional role, the ethical norms of the teaching profession. Added to this is
the reorientation of pedagogy from normative-functional to humanistic and
personality-oriented, where the teacher s more active in the role of consultany,
facilitator,

So, thete are a lot of new tasks for a high school teacher. This includes updat-

ing not only the content, forms and methods of educational activity, busalso the
reorientation of the teacher’s consciousness to new values in education, ethical
norms, the adoption of the idea of self-development and lifelong learning as
a system-forming for professional self-determination, finding ways of relieving
the tension between relativism and spirituality of the world, new behaviours
in dealing with the younger generation, While playing a significant role in the
formation of a new information society, the teacher should be an example 1o
students in updating knowledge, mastering new rechnologies, creative think-
ing, tolerant behaviour, preserving cultural moral and cultural values, and etc,

These requirements for a high school teacher do nat quite correlate with
those réalities that occur in Ukrainian society. The permanent socio-economic
crisis of the last three decades has critically affected the quality of the tesch-

‘ing staff of Ukrainian universities. Even 10-20 years ago, the position-of i«
versity lecturer was quite prestigious; it guaranteed a rélatively high financial
reward, With the beginning of the new millénnium, a continuous process of
degradation of the teaching staff of Ukrainian higher education institations
begins. Emigration, finding a job abroad, transitioning into business or poli-
tics of a large part of the higher education faculty have all significantly affected
the quality of the 1eaching staff. Often, those who did not find a place in other
fields of activity werit to the departments, sometimes just waiting for better
times, Of course, people who did not think outside of the scientific-pedagogi-
cal activity also came 1o the departments, but the first ones began to dominate
in Ukrainian higher school, Today, we have a steady tendency for the teach-
ing staff ta age, a weak influx of young people 1o work at the University, and
a somewhat amarphous attitude towards fulfifling professional tasks.

At the same time, in the documents regulating the development of the ed-
ucational sphere, for exampie, in the Law of Ukraine “On Higher Education”
there are many articles, which emphasize the fulfilment of certain obligations
by the tescher. However, this is not about providing real opportunities for their
realization, professional formation of a high school teacher in a competitive
academic space. For example, clause 3.3 of Article 58 of the Law of Ukraine
“On Higher Education” stipulates that it is the responsibility of scientific and
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pedagogical, scientlfic and pedagogical workers to observe the norms of peda-
gogical ethics, morals and respect for the dignity of persons studying in high-
er educational establishments. Such obligations appear as declarations, but
do not reflect in any way the conflicting processes of the academic space, the
changes that have taken place in it.

Analysing modern educational processes, scientists derermine the meth.
odological basis for their understanding, Among them, synergetic 1s of par-
ticulir importance as the concept of self-organization and the theory of “field
dynamics”™ by P. Sztompka, who believes that social changes take place at the
following elementary levels of the “socio-cultural field" 1) ideas (ideologies,
theories, efc.); 2) norms and vilues; 3) interactions and organizational relation-
ships, and finally 4) interests and statuses [Sztompka 1996, p, 416]. Therefore,
in the context of madern transformations in all spheres of life, the teacher as
a soclal being, individual and professional are subject to corresponding chang-
es at all levels mentioned above,

At the same time, norms and values play an important regulatory role in
bath society and education. The standards of professional conduct and activity
of the teacher are models, standards that have a specific historical character and
reflect the dynamics of social life and development of education. The tmpor-
tance of moral dimensions in the activity of the teacher is drawn 1o the atten-
tion of Polish scholars: | Szempruch, W. Cichon, M.M. Urlinska, Z. Kwiecinski,
k. Ogrodzka-Mazur. Considering the moral dimensions of the teachers activity,
J. Szempruch notes that values and norms are the basis of professional-peda-
gogical activity; they make the whole pracess of educstion (Szempruch 2013, P
383]. ‘The presence and formation of these values of the teacher determine the
fulfilment of his professional, spiritual potential These values include: a posi-
tive attitude to the chasen profession, the desire 10 do good deeds, respect for
the dignity of each participant in the educational process. understanding the
problem of professional and personal development of a person as a priority
pedagogical problem, honesty, fustice, responsibility. The more clearly invari-
ant value nucleus was identified by the well-known psychologist D.O, Leontiev,
These values are a kind of hierarchical steps in the professional and. personal
development of the teacher. Among them are the following: .

» immediate values of cthical ordér (honesty, kindness, counteraction

to immorality): X

« values of interpersonal communication (upbringing, cheerfulness, re-

sponsiveness);
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« values of professional self-realization (responsibility, efficicncy in cases,

firm will, diligence);

+ individualistic values {independence, responsibility, conformism)

and efc,

the hierarchy of vaiues of the personality of the teacher, the fa-
mous Polish scientist 1. Levovitskyi notes that the values that are inherent in
education as a whole: freedom, democracy, subjectivity, pluralism and toler-
ance, as well as classical values that are associated with good, truth and beauty
[Levovitskyi 2011, p. 119), Ukrainian researcher N. Huzii, notes that the axi-
ological basis of pedagogical work makes it possible for the teacher to under-
stand and perceive the meaning of pedsgogical values, determine the value
type of pedagogical professionalism, value attitude to his professional devel:
opment [Huzii 2013, p, 367),

There is 2 point of view according 1o which each value and value system,
and accordingly nortns, have two bases: on the one hand, the individual as
a social object, and on the other, society as a socio-cultural mu isin
this coordinate system thar the educator must develop, internaliif ‘
hending reality through inner needs and experiences. It is hese i
lead to the development of the subjectivity of the teacher, hisabi
4 harmonious educational environment, namely: 2

+ humanization and democratization of subject. :

tween all participants of the educational process; ax
+ change of the professional position of the teacher of the high scha i
facilitator, mentor. tutor, coach, adviser; ™~ F

» advantage of partnership in interaction;

« individualization in the professional development of the fisture specialist;

» ability to understand and determine their perception of the laws of

being. reality, prople through the lens of personal culture of feelings
and eémotions;

» determining the value bases in solving different pedagogical problems

and conflicts;

+ cultural enrichment of all participants of the educational process.

This is due to the fact that the modern teacher operates in a developed in-
formation space, and the use of information technology hecomes an integral
part of histher activities, Virtual reality, the Internet and networking technol-
ogies are transforming Lhe worldview of the modera person, the person him/
/herself and the cultural field in general. Thus, the upenness of higher educa-
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tion in its essence defines new ethical requirements for the teacher in commu-
nication, selection of necessary content, technologies in the information space.
In this context, information technology isaffecting fundamental human rights
i terms of copyright protection, intellectual freedom, responsibility and se-
curity, Even the new science of information ethics is emerging that addresses
the issues of ownership, access, cost, security, and community information
fMoore (ed.) 2005, Ethical guidelimes for educators 1o work in the information
space are: privacy, credibility, systematic and accessibility,

Therefore, transformations thar affect all areas of the teacher's activity re-
quire corresponding changes, first and foremost, at the socio-personal level,
Therefore, it is urgent Lo develop the personal and soclal competences of teach-
ers. which are an integral part of their multifaceted pedagogical activity, nec-
essary in numerous situations of cultural and moral cholce, dialogue of cul-
tuges, evaluation, determination of a certain position, etc. Confirmation of the
Importance of the above is the results of & survey of teachers conducted in 208
tn the framework of the implementation of the project "Competencies of high
school teachers in the age of ¢hange™ M 21720008 with the assistance of the
International Vishegrad Fund and the Ministry of Foreign A flairs of the Neth-
erlands, Respondents were lecturers from Borys Grinchenko Kyiy Universi-
ty (Ukraine), Silesian University in Karowice {Potand), University of Ostrava
(Czech Repubiic), Matthew Bela University in Banska Bystrica (Slovakia),

The cumulative result regarding the attitude of high school teachers to
the importance of social and personal competences in professional activity is
shown in Fig, 1,

Arttirude of high sebool teachers to the Impertanco of
soclal 20d pevsomal competences in professiosal activity
6, 08,7

65
w0
l l I :
IM— 7

Paland Caech Repuhlic Sovskia

Fig. 1. Attitude of high school teachers ta the importance of socizl snd personal com-
petences in professional activity, .
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It should be noted that the most important socio-personal competences
were for teachers from Ukraine {66.4%); the lowest result was reported by col-
leagues from Slovakia (51.3%). But it should be noted that for teachérs from all
four countries the results exceed 50%, which confirms the ldea of the domi-
nance of these competencies i the activities of modern teachers.

In the structure of social and personal competences, special attention was
paid to the study of pedagogical culture and ethics. The correlation berween
teachers’ and students’ ratings of these characteristics has also been explored
in this study (Fig. 2). Both groups are convinced that academic staff should un-
derstand the social importance of pedagogical activity and their responsibility
for it. Both faculty and students are convinced that being open to communi-
cation and dealing with difficult situations is a very important competence for
academic staff. At the same time, students emphasize the need for a tolerant
attitude of the teachers during the educational process towards the students.
An urgent need for students is to find an understanding with the teachers, the
older generation, to accept and understund their values.

Padagogical culture and ethics: . -
& S ¥ .
e — s WA
W —grie—at)
on _—
s
208 N oS 2 |\
o BN | (s
D5 Y- KN
o .- B ] . .
(15 X 50 (= Ve tdhar 'S e Wore o e Mare o
Yo (&2 D Yes than vy thon
M e N “n
LLR Ry g T AN fatur A1 P g g 100 Westraninng e tat 125 CENComaging Wy
nrofrssansl pinky LONEIInO s Seiv rrmilinte
pein wioes
o Tetuis REudaiis

Fig. 2. Comparison of teachers” and studenty’ opinions en the importance of pedagog-
ical culture and ethics, '

The investigations and conciusions actualize the development of profes-
sional ethics in the new system of values of coordinates. An effective method
in this regard is the teacher’s awareness of these norms through the prism of
student reasoning, Namely, the work of students of the second leve! of higher
education majoring in “Pedagogy of Higher Education” over the ethical code
of the teacher, Such work contributes to the ethical development of both teach-
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ers and students - a continuous process of personal and professional growth,
which involves raising the level of moral awareness, professional reflection and
the formation of an ethical system of attitudes towards all subjects of the edu-
cational process,

Understanding the ethical rules and rules, pedagogical taboos gives stu-
dents a certain signal, allows them to adjust their rules; identify new requests
and needs of young people, which testify to changes in their values and norms.
After all, the aspect of ethics in the field of modern skilled work of the teachet
can also not be interpreted as eternal and unchanging, since his spiritual pow-
er Is enriched in the life of every generation and exposed to society.

Interesting from the work experience is the author's development of this

.. /matesial regarding the definition of pedagogical taboos by the undergradu-
; E\mmﬂm the sphere of histher interaction in the system “sty-
ient-teacher”, The most important objcctions were the following. It s not al-
2 lowedte:

» distribute confidential information about the student;

+ passon the personality and humiliate the dignity of students;

» destroy the personal property of students;

« make observations about student appearance;

*» impose a student’s will;

+ create a sltuation of stress, tension, intimidation of students;

* engage in personal atfairs during clasg

«  discuss religious and political topics;

« double standards;

« emphasize their superiority towards students:

+  build materfal relationships with students;

* use non-professional vocabulary and etc.

An integral part of the teacher’s multifaceted activities is his/her scientific
work, whose ethical standards have also changed today, Teachers” scientific ac-
tivity is a special kind of activity aimed at acquiring and progressing knowledge,
exploring new facts and phenomena, self-improvement and self-realization,
However, it should be defined such virtue as academic honesty, the presence of
which determines the following rules of scientific activity of the teacher:

« desire for knowledge, cognitive activity;

« honesty; :

+ scientific conscience;

. Ob}GCD\'ity:
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+ freedom of creativity]

« "responsibility and efe,

The above ethical norms are of a general nature and regulate the different
sphferes of scientific activity of teachers: work in a scientific team; organiz-
ing and conducting experimental rescarch activities; publication activity and
participation in the review of scientific works; preparation of dissertation re-
searches, participation in scientific discussions; attitudes 1o the research of
other scientists, ete,

Summarizing the above, it should be concluded that in today’s realities,
the professional ethics of the teacher require change and development. It is
possible to understand the essence of this process only through the dialec-
tic of forms of its manifestation: static and dynamic. Static form character-
izes the level of formation of moral values and principles of personality and
reflects its existing ethical level. Dynamac form is the ability to respond 1o
changes and new challenges, to act in different psychological and pedagogical
situations, without violating the norms of pedagogical ethics. Thanks to the
dynamic form conditions are created for pedagogical reflection, self-improve-
ment, choice of optimal professional personal guidelines and ways of inter-
action with all participants of the educational process, The dialectice of the
development of the professional ethics of the teacher is the interaction of static
and dvnamic forms, which can occur in the process of professional activity
and improvement,

Therefore, the professional activity of the teacher requires overcoming var-
10us contradictions between such factors as the dynamics of professional tasks
and readiness for their realization; changing generations and ethical dimen-
sions of students and the desire of the teacher to change their approaches to
solving different pedagogical situations, while at the same time taking a clear,
consistent position, which demonstrates his/her values and ethics, ‘Therefore,
openness to the new, awareness of the changes taking place both in society and
in education serve as a necessary basis for teachers 1o carry out certain value
transformations. revision of ethical norms. It is obligatory component of the
activity of the high school teacher that makes it modern, creative, innovative,
interesting for students.
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