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it Ha cxomi Vkpaiuu.

Cncoxk BUKOPHCTAHUX A3Kepesi:
1. Atkinson R. Crusade: The Untold Story of the Persian Gulf” War.
Mariner Books; 58704th Edition. 1994. 608 p.

2. Clancy T., Horner Ch. Every Man a Tiger: The Gulf War Air
Campaign. Berkley, 2005. 672 p.

Sliepushova A. 1.,
Lecturer at the English Philology and Translation Department
Institute of Philology
Borys Grinchenko Kyiv University

SIBLINGHOOD: CONTRASTIVE ROLES IN FAMILY DISCOURSE

Family discourse is a model of basic interactions in society at large,
representing «communication strategies people use, the types of power
alignments and negotiations of roles people enact, and the issues and
problems that arise therein» |2, p. 1]. Daily family conversations concern
management of the household chores, intimate talks that maintain relations,
and family values [1, p. 3]. In terms of gender, age and different social roles,
brothers and sisters constitute contrastive models in the family interaction.

To illustrate it, family discourse in the American animated series Family
Guy might be taken into account. The animated series features the adventures
of the Griffin family, consisting of the breadwinner Peter, his wife Lois and
their three children Meg, Chris, Stewie. In this paper, the focus is on the
conversations between Meg and Chris for the reason that they are both
teenagers and face common social issues while Stewie is just an infant who
talks only to his teddy bear Rupert and family’s dog Brian.

Meg Griffin is the oldest child who is often ignored and bullied by her
family. It is reflected in the dialogues within the family as well as outside.
The given excerpt exemplifies usual daughter-father communication between
Meg and her father Peter:

Meg: Trust me, I know more about getting bullied than anyone.
Peter: You do? How?

Meg: [...]No one ever told me I mattered before [3].

In the above-mentioned instance, Meg tells her father directly that she
leels alone, expressing need for attention and support. However, her father
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seems to be fully unaware of his daughter’s problems. Moreover, he
consciously mocks her physical condition and appearance and these issues
have always been key problems for teenage girls:

Meg: Be careful daddy. I love you.

Peter: That'll do, pig. That'll do.

[Mé]g: Mom, Dad, am I ugly?

Lois: Oh, of course not sweetie.

Peter: Yeah, where did you get a stupid idea like that?

Meg: Craig Hoffman.

Peter: Craig Hoff...Craig Hoffman said that? Well he's a sharp kid, you
might be ugly [3].

Instead of boosting Meg’s confidence, Peter refers to his daughter as pig
and ugly. Meg is not the only neglected child in the Griffin family, though.
Her brother Chris is depicted as a mentally retarded teenager, especially it is
revealed in sister-brother dialogues:

Chris: Hey Meg! I'm going to jump that fire hydrant!

Meg: Chris don't! You're going to wreck dad's bike!

Chris: Too late! I already narrowed my eyes!

(]

Chris: My dad is smarter than your dad.

Meg: We have the same dad, idiot!

Chris: Yeah, but mine's smarter!

[...]

Chris Griffin: You should invent the firisbee! The frisbee is an awesome
foy!

Meg Griffin: The frisbee's already been invented.

Chris Griffin: Then how come I've never heard of it? |3].

Being limited in intellectual abilities, Chris faces the same problem as his
sister, namely the struggle for parents’ attention and involvement in his life:

Chris Griffin: I just want peace on Earth. That's better than being selfish
like Meg, right? So I should get more than her [3).

This line brings to light the rivalry between siblings to get their parents’
love and attention. It leads Meg to take desperate measures but she is still lefl
ignored when she says she cuts herself. By contrast, their parents’ attention iy
paid to her brother, namely to insignificant things:

Lois: I now understand that eating is not the way to solve my problems
You hear that, Meg?

Meg: For your information, Mom, I don't eat to solve my problems. [ ciil
myself. Is that better?

Lois: Chris we all love your hat.

Chris: Thanks Mom! [3].
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Despite common tcenage issues, Meg and Chris represent contrastive
toles in family discourse. Family interaction reveals that Meg is concerned
about appearance and lacks emotional support of her parents, being
constantly bullied by family members. It causes fight and jealousy between
Meg and Chris, who gets more parents’ attention, even though he has hardly

any reasons to be praised for.
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OCOBJIUBOCTI BIATBOPEHH ICHAIECBKOIO MOBOIO
HOBITHIX 3AINO3UYEHD 3 AHTCJINCHKOI MOBH

Jlns xoxxHOi MOBHM Ta ii CJOBHMKOBOIO CKIady Hai0inpLI BAXKNHUBUMH Ta
XapaKTepHAMH O3HAKaMM BHCTYMAIOTh MOGLIBHICTD, 34aTHICTh PO3BUBATHCSA
Ta 3MIHIOBATHCS, YAOCKOHAMIOBATHCA N1l BITHBOM pi3ZHOMaHITHHX IKEpPE.
OcranHiM YacoMm mpornec riofanizauil NpU3BOAMTS 10 TOTO, WO KyNbTypa i
HApOAM, a 3HAuUMTh | MOBH, OiIBI TiCHO KOHTAKTYIOTb i MEPEILIiTaloThCA.
Cnin BimsHaumth, WO OCOGIMBY poyib, Ge3rnepedHo, Biflirpae aHrJiAChKa
MOBA. 3aBasKH PO3BUTKY iHpopMauifHuX i KOMYHIKaL[iHHX TEXHOJIOTI, sKi
HUHI CTand KpUTEPIEM PO3BUTKY CYCILILCTBA, JIEKCHKO-CEMaHTHHA cucTema
icIaHCHKOT MOBHM TOCTIHHO OHOBJIOIOTBCS Ta 3MIHIOETECA Came 3aBAAKH
3aMo3WYEeHHM CJI0BaM 3 aHIiHCbKOI MOBH.




