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EUROPEAN HUMANITIES STUDIES: State and Society

Svitlana BABUSHKO,
Liudmyla SOLOVEI

Models of adult education centres in Ukraine

Learning is one of the major cares of the modern community. And
continuous learning has become the vital necessity for every community
member. The process of fast developing information and communication
technologies made it the topic of the day. The number of learning people
is permanently increasing throughout the world. The distinctive feature
is the shift in the type of education these people are getting. More and
more adults have begun to learn. Their number in the developed countries
exceeds the number of learning children and young people. Statistical data
show that 40-50% of adult population are engaged in diverse educational
and learning activities [Ykpaincska acormiargis].

Currently, non-formal education is gaining a significant importance.
Moreover, it is equally important with formal education or even higher,
thanks to a range of the factors such as:

¢ globalization;

* information and technological processes;

* necessity of constant adapting to current conditions;
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® new requirements to the competitiveness on the labor market;

* higher demands to the educational system;

® necessity of continuous learning.

In addition, an adult finds optimal conditions for their creative
individual development, realizing their potential within the non-formal
educational system.

As there are new requirements to the education results, learning
and personality development, continuous upgrading of professional
competences, the formal education in Ukraine is unable to provide
guaranteed quality education results without involving non-formal
education. Under such circumstances, as the Ukrainian researcher of
adult education L. Lukianova states, one of the most powerful drivers for
outspreading non-formal education in Ukraine is that formal educational
system is losing its monopoly on the educational service market due to its
insufficiency without non-formal education [Lukianova 2016, c. 4].

Non-formal education was officially acknowledged in Ukraine not
so long ago. Although it had existed and functioned effectively before
2017 when the Law of Ukraine “On Education” was adopted [3Y «IIpo
OcBiTy»]. It is stated that non-formal education is the education that is
obtained through educational programs but does not lead to conferring
educational qualifications and degrees acknowledged by the state but can
be completed with professional or particular educational qualifications.

Today non-formal education in Ukraine like in other post-Soviet
countries is not an alternative but rather an addition to the existing
educational institutions. However, the situation is gradually changing. The
courses for adults offered by formal educational institutions and aimed at
upskilling the professional competences are giving their way to new forms
of organizing adult learning. They are operating on new methodological
concepts — open universities, third-age universities, corporate universities
and other non-formal forms of organizing learning process.

In view of this, the goal of the publication is to analyze new non-
formal ways of organizing adult learning in Ukraine.

Toachieve theestablished goal, the following tasks are to be performed:

* to identify the criteria and in accordance with them to define the

major types of organizing adult learning in Ukraine;

® to characterize peculiar features of every model of adult learning

in non-formal educational system in Ukraine;

® to outline the perspectives of further research of non-formal adult

education in Ukraine.
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To conduct the research, a set of appropriate methods were employed.
Analytical methods included collecting data from the open Internet
resources about adult education centres in Ukraine and determining
the criteria for comparison; the descriptive method was used to describe
the activity of adult education centres and interpret the material; the
comparing method was used tp identify similarities and differences in
functioning adult education centres; concluding method was applied
to make conclusions and the prognostic method included outlining the
further research in the sphere of non-formal education in Ukraine and in-
depth analysis of every model of adult education centres.

There has been a surge in emerging adult education centres in Ukraine
recently. They are of different origin, aimed at various categories of target
audience such as senior school students, university and college students,
community members, the elderly, the vulnerable categories of population
including internally displaced people, immigrants, the unemployed,
ATO (anti-terrorist operation) participants. To analyze their variety, it is
necessary to identify the criteria according to which this analysis should
be done. Firstly, it is important to define the relation of adult education
centres to the formal or non-formal educational systems. Secondly, it
would be of interest to determine the initiators and collaborators of
establishing an adult education centre. Thirdly, it should be noted who
provides the methodical assistance and who gives the financial aid.
Finally, the profile of the centre that is the thematic directions of its activity
should be considered.

Hence, the identified criteria will serve the road map of the research.

In Ukraine the process of organizing non-formal adult learning is
supported by Ukrainian non-governmental public organizations, some
international organizations and different programs. The most recognizable
umbrella organization for all involved in adult learning is Ukrainian Adult
Education Association (UAEA), non-commercial public organization the
goal of which is to establish and develop the adult education system
in Ukraine aimed at forming the lifelong learning society [YxpaiHcbka
acomiaris]. Besides, some foreign public organizations support UAEA in
developing and promoting non-formal adult education in Ukraine.

The analysis of Ukrainian centres of adult education shows that the
majority of themis either created or encouraged by DVV International —the
Institute for International Cooperation of the Deutscher Volkshochschul-
Verband e.V. (DVV), the German Adult Education Association. DVV
provides worldwide support for the establishment and development of
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sustainable structures for Youth and Adult Education. In Ukraine this
globally acting professional organization for adult education has been
operating since 2010, building a sustainable system for further education
along with citizens, educational organizations and local authorities [DVV].

In other words, it establishes places for lifelong learning. And the
results of its activity are tremendous. A number of centres of adult
education throughout Ukraine has been created. It should be noted that
their models are different but the aim is similar — to help adults in satisfying
their various educational needs (literacy and basic education, vocational
training, global and intercultural learning, environmental education
and sustainable development, migration and integration, refugee work,
health education, conflict prevention and democracy education) through
lifelong learning in non-formal educational system.

Analyzing the profiles of a number of centres of adult education in
Ukraine, it became possible to generalize the principles they keep to.

Nobody must be left without attention is one of the fundamental
principles. It concerns all the community members irrespective of their
social status, educational background, age, race, ideology, nationality.
This is the basic principle of CsAE [L1IOZ, 2011].

Other principles CAE apply to in their functioning reflect the general
socio-pedagogical significance of non-formal education defined by the
Swedish researcher S. Larsson:

e differentiation of learning content in dependence on the needs;

e interactivity and innovation of learning;

e opportunity to create and use social power through promoting

critical ideas [Larsson 2007].

To identify the models of Ukrainian adult learning centres, their sites
in the Internet and social networks have been analyzed.

CsAE organized at higher educational institutions stand aside the
others, to name a few: V. I. Vernadsky Taurida National University, Sumy
State University, Poltava University of Trade and Economics, Zaporizhia
National Technical University.

V.I.Vernadsky Taurida National University created with the help
of German non-government organization DVV International and the
Crimean Diaspora in June 2018. The Centre plans to offer free of charge
courses for such categories of adults: university students; adults aged 55+;
university teachers.

The first category is offered the course “My Career”; the second one
is provided with the course “IT Literacy” while the last category gets
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acquainted with “Modern Methods of Adult Education”. Those who wish
can take the educational services within the framework of the university
specialties such as:

e IT (Internet, social networks, the use of new gadgets);

Psychology of Interaction (sociology, culturology);

Financial Literacy (how to optimize the life being the retired);
Foreign Languages;

Physical activity and Tourism [V.I.Vernadsky Taurida National
University].

The similar centre for adult learning was opened with the help of
DVV International in Poltava University of Trade and Economics in 2018.
Its major directions of activity are: financial literacy; IT technologies for
the development of citizenship competences and social activity; foreign
languages. The target audience involves internally displaced people and
members of local communities, women and men aged from 18 to 60.

The results of the 3-month ICT course which took place from
September to November 2018 were the active involvement of its audience
in the use of the information technology tool, both in their daily life and in
communicating with the authorities and local self-government bodies. The
elderly participated in the preparation and support of projects for party
financing and received experience in filing queries and electronic petitions.

A cycle of trainings for the elderly “Civil Activity without Age
Limits” was supported by Encouraging Democracy Fund of US
Embassy in Ukraine.

Its special feature is introducing own projects in collaboration with
other public and non-government organizations. For example, together
with the Consortium of organizations of state, private and public sectors
Poltavschina Center of Adult Education launched the project “Innovation
Model of Integrating Educational Services in Training, Re-training and
Social Support in Poltava Region” in December 2018. It is aimed at
creating the mechanism of sustainable interaction of representatives of
state, private and public sectors in providing educational services for the
socially vulnerable categories of the population [I'O «Llentp ocsitn |.

The Centre not only provides facilities for adult learning and
performs it but also informs its participants of various future programs
and grants, for example how to develop their own business and offers
specialized trainings how to write an application and prepare other
required documents, how to be a leader and to make others motivated to
work and continuous learning.
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In June 2018 one more CAE was founded in Zaporizhia region. This
time the support was provided by Institute of Pedagogical and Adult
Education of National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine. On
the basis of Zaporizhia National Technical University there was Training
Centre “Education for Business and Career” which had been functioning
since 1987. At first, it was the special faculty for retraining the employees
for new technological specialties. Then it became the faculty of post-
diploma education for mechanical engineers, the Centre of upskilling
of administration staff. And in 2016 it became the Training Centre for
students, businessmen and other people who are eager to get knowledge
of modern business or to improve their proficiency and for employees on
the request of their organizations. In 2018 it was transformed into Adult
Education Centre which combines the educational services in the formal
and non-formal educational systems. One of its new tasks is to perform
validation of the results of non-formal learning of state clerks as for their
efficiency in the Ukrainian language. Besides, the Centre provides special
training to successfully pass the attestation test.

The Centre offers various lifelong educational services for a lot of
categories of population, among the most recent ones:

¢ the program “Bookkeeper, chief bookkeeper of the company”,
the aim of which is to systematize knowledge of accounting and
taxation, to implement knowledge to practical use; to obtain an
additional specialty; to understand the principles of accounting
and the language the accountants communicate;

e the programs “Modern Professional Business Language” and
“Business Ukrainian” aimed at developing skills of business
etiquette, psychological aspects of business interaction, business
telephoning skills, business writing, effective communication
[Zaporozhye National Technical University].

Another model of adult education centres in Ukraine is centres
organized in secondary schools. One of the brightest examples is Bucha
Center of Adult Education (Kyiv region) named “Logos”. It was organized
with the help of DVV International. The datum states that its participants
are 46% of the retired, 38% are the young, 12% are the unemployed and 4%
are the disabled [Logos]. Mostly it offers the courses for adults in different
foreign languages (Polish, German, English), in computer literacy, in
clothing production, etc.

DVV International in cooperation with the non-profit public
organization “Ukrainian Association of Self-Learning Cities” organized
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the CAE in Melitopil as the social project of lifelong learning for Melitopil
residents. The Centre is oriented to the development of the human
potential of the local community members through involving them in the
lifelong learning as the tool of social unity and economic prosperity of
the town. Unlike others, Melitopil Centre organizes all-Ukrainian public
events to popularize its educational services. For example, 2-day Trade
Fairs with various trainings and workshops have been organized for a
couple of recent years. Last year it was visited by 327 participants aged
from 3 to 78 who attended 52 training sessions, workshops, business
games, etc. held by 29 trainers and facilitators from Zaporizhia and Kyiv
[Ocsita gopocanx 2018].

Halytsynivska local community in Mykolaiv region together
with DVV International and in collaboration with the US Agency of
International Development USAID within the program “DOBRE” and the
non-government organization (NGO) “Club of Sustainable Development
“Southern Initiative” opened the first CAE in Mykolaiv region in October
2018. It was organized on the basis of the village library. Residents from 6
nearby villages united into the local community for non-formal learning
[ITeprumit menTp 2018].

Another model of CAE is the centre organized at the Novoyarivsk
local history museum (Lviv region) on the initiative of the NGO
“Hostynets” and with the support of DVV International. The centre
began its educational activity providing the course “Development of the
Cultural Space. History and Art”. On the whole, the profile of the centre is
artand adults can acquire new skills in art hand making [Art Centre 2018].

Lately library and museum centres of adult education have been
gaining great popularity in Ukraine. They have already provided such
educational activity as: educational excursions, museum exhibitions,
master-classes, lectures with discussions, hand-made workshops, etc.
So, this educational potential is used as a tool of social interaction of the
community members to the favour of adult education. This peculiarity
gave birth to the introduction of a new direction in the activity of the CAE
— upgrading the professionalism of library employees who became non-
formal educational providers.

All information presented above is systemized in Table 1 according to
the selected criteria of comparison.

Although centres of adult education have different relation to the
educational systems and operate at different locations: universities,
secondary schools, libraries or museums, they are united by the fact that
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Table 1.
Models of Centres of Adult Education in Ukraine

Relation to System Formal Education Non-formal
of Education Education
Criteria university, college secondary school, | museum/ library
evening school
Collaborators NGOs, non-profit public | NGOs, non-profit public | NGOs,  non-profit
organizations organizations, local public organizations
: community members, local community
village authority members
Methodological Ukrainian Adult Ukrainian Adult - Ukrainian Adult
support Education Association, | Education Association, Education
DVV International, DVV International, school | Association, DVV
Encouraging Democracy | teacher staff International,
Fund of US Embassy in museum staff,
Ukraine, librarians
University scientific-
pedagogical staff
Origin Transformed from post- | Newly created centres New forms of
diploma faculties or available educational
centres activity
Profile University specialties Language courses; Social projects,
[ Computer literacy; Hand making;
Hand making Art
| Target audience Students, Senior schoolchildren, Community
the vulnerable categories | community members, the | members,
of the population, vulnerable categories of the vulnerable
the elderly, the population, categories of the
pedagogical staff the elderly, population,
pedagogical staff the elderly
Financing DVV International, DVYV International DVV International
Encouraging Democracy
Fund of US Embassy in
Ukraine

these places are educational ones. However, the first two belong to formal
educational system and the last two — to non-formal education.

Centres of adult education organized at universities have a number of
advantages, particularly, a great choice of thematic courses which depends
on the availability of specialties at the university, the use of innovative
methods in adult learning, the immediate application of the gained
knowledge in practice. The centres at the higher educational institutions
mostly have Third-Age Universities which operate on their premises. The

11
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target audience of them is the elderly people. And the thematic directions
of their activity are typical to any university of such a kind and do not
reflect the specializations of the host university.

Centres at schools have other benefits. Firstly, they are closer to
the local communities as there are schools in almost every village of
Ukraine. Secondly, the village residents know the school teachers
because they, their children or grandchildren have studied or are
studying there now, villagers know each other. This results in creating
a friendly atmosphere in village adult educational centres. Not only
teachers but also the villagers with experience can offer some courses to
share their knowledge and skills in some sphere of activity. Thus, one of
the principles of adult education (learning is based on life experience of -
adult learners) is realized.

Centres on the basis of libraries and museums have all necessary
facilities for organizing adult learning. It is easier to organize them
because they have already provided educational activity among their
visitors, adults including. And these are their benefits in comparison with
other models of adult education.

To conclude, non-formal educationhas a great potential asitis oriented
at satisfying individual educational needs of its participants. It has been
found out that the most suitable form of non-formal education in Ukraine
is CsAE. They are differently related to formal and non-formal education
systems. It means that they are created on the basis of the establishments
which belong either to formal education such as universities, colleges,
schools, or on the basis of non-formal educational institutions such as
libraries and museums. In addition, all adult education centres in Ukraine
are functioning thanks to the initiative of non-profit public organizations,
non-government organizations or local communities whose initiative was
supported methodically and financially by DVV International, an expert
in adult education in Germany and in Europe.

The Centres of Adult Education are also aimed at various target
audience: senior school students, university and college students,
community members, the elderly, the vulnerable categories of the
population including internally displaced people, immigrants, the
unemployed. The thematic profiles of the centres are different from the
university specialties to mostly language and IT courses, hand making
especially in school-based and library/museum-based centres. In the
future the content of non-formal education is supposed to reflect the full
range of educational services in Ukraine.
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Within this context it is planned to conduct a further research of
non-formal adult education in Ukraine. Specifically, it is to investigate
the content of non-formal adult education in Ukrainian CsAE; study and
compare foreign experience in the field; design and provide necessary
methodological assistance to CsAE; popularize the progressive experience
of Ukrainian CsAE in scientific publications, mass media, social networks.
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BABUSZKO SWITLANA, SOLOWE] LUDMILA. Modele centrow
edukacji os6b dorostych na Ukrainie. Nieformalna edukacja 0séb
dorostych szybko rozwija sie w roznych formach. W artykule analizie
poddane sq réine jej formy organizacyjne na Ukrainie. Edukacja
nieformalna zostata oficjalnie uznana dopiero w roku 2017 w Ustawie
Ukrainy "O Edukacji”, mimo ze wczesniej faktycznie juz istniata w réznych
formach. Coraz popularniejszq formq stajq sie Centra Edukacji Dorostych.
One powstaly z inicjatywy organizacji pozarzqdowych we wspélpracy z
niemieckq organizacjg edukacji 0séb dorostych DVV International. W celu
analizy profili paristwowych Centréw Edukacji Dorostych zidentyfikowano
szereg kryteridw: stosunek do edukacji formalnej i nieformalnej, inicjatorzy i
wspdlorganizatorzy, grupa docelowa, osoby udzielajace pomocy metodycznej
i finansowej. W wyniku analizy wykonanej wedtug zdefiniowanych
kryteriéw usystematyzowano informacje ze Zrédet internetowych na temat
funkcjonowania Centréw Edukacji Dorostych; znaleziono podobietistwa i
réznice w ich organizacji i okreslono modele ukrairiskich Centréw Edukacji
Dorostych: te, ktére sq stworzone na podstawie uniwersytetu albo koledzu;
szkoly; muzeum lub biblioteki. Omdwiono réwniez perspektywy dalszych
badan naukowych.

Stowa kluczowe: edukacja nieformalna, doSwiadczenie europejskie, centra
edukacji dorostych, modele.

BABYIIIKO CBITAAHA, COAOBE AIOAMIN/A. Mogeai mien-
Tpis ocBiTM gopocamx B Vkpaimi. HegopmaroHa oceima Jopocaux
CIMPIMKO PO36UGAEMbCS Y PI3HUX Nposeax. Y crmammi poseAsSHymo Huc-
AenHi 1i opeanisauiiini gopmu 6 Yipairi, Oe Hepopmarvry ocsimy oPi-
uiiino 6yao susnaro Auwe y 2017 p. y 3axoni Yipainu «IIpo oceimy».
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OdHax, 60Ha PaxmuuHo icHyeard y pisnux gopmax i do yvozo wacy. Humi
Habysae nonyasprocmi maxa it gopma ax Llenmpu oceimu 00pocAux.
Ix cmeopero 3a iniyiamusu zpomadcokux Opzanisauii may cnisnpayi 3
Desikcumu 3apyGixHUMU OP2AHISALIAMU OC6iMU QOPOCAUX, 30KPeMA DVv
International. 3 Memor aHaAisy npoPirie EIMUUSHAHUX YeHMPIs 0CEIMUL
dopocaux 6YA0 6U3HAUEHO HUSKY Kpumepiie: si0HOULeMHA 00 popmarvioi
‘Ma HeOPMANLHOT 0C6iMIL, OP2AHISAMOPY MA CNIOP2ARISAmopY, 4iAb06a
aydumopis, nposaiidepu Memoduuroi ma $iHaHCOs0T NIOMPUMKY, Te-
MamuuHi Hanpamu disavHoCHi. Y pesyAvmami aHari3y 34 6USHAUEHUMU
Kpumepisamu 6YA0 CUCTEMAMU306AH0 THPOpMAiT0 3 iHmepHem-0xepea
npo PYHKUIOHYEAHHS YeHmpis ocsimu JOPOCAUX; 6UABAEHO nodioHi ma
SI0MiHHI pUCU 6 ix OpaHi3Auil Ma 6U3HAYEH0 MOOeAl YKPATHCOKUX YeH~
mpis oceimu dopocaux: mi, U0 cmeopero Ha 6asi yrieepcumemy i Ko-
AeDKY; wKOAW; Mysero uu Gibaiomexu. Taxox okpecAeHo mepenexmueu
100AABULUX HAYKOBUX NOULYKIG.

KAt0406i cA08a: HePOpMAALHA 0C6ima, €ponelcokutl 00ceid, ueHmpu
oceimu dOPOCAUX, MOOEAL

BABVIIIKO CBET/AAHA, COAOBEN AIOAMUAA. Moaean 1ieH-
TpOB 06pasoBaHMsl B3pocabix B YkpanumHe. Hegopmarvtioe 0bpaso-
6aH1LE G3POCALIX CPEMUNIEALHO PASGUSAEMICS. 6 MHOZUX TIPOSGAEHUAX. B
crmamve paccMompenvl pasAudHvie GopMul e20 opearusayu 6 Ykpautie,
20e OHO MOAYUUAO 0PuyUarbHOe npusHarue moivko 6 2017 2. 6 3axo-
He Vicpaurvl «O6 obpasosanuu». OdHako, Hepopmarvroe 00pasosariie
Paxmusecky CYujecmeosa0 6 pasHvLx Popmax u 00 1moz0 epeMeHi. Ha
DaHHOM Imane CaHOSUMCs. NONYASPHOL MAKAs €20 Popma KaK ueHmpol
00pasosarus 63pocavix. Vx cosdarom no uruyuamuse 00usectmeeHHvlx op-
AMUSAUUTL U 6 COMPYOHUMECTTISE C HEKOMOPOLMU 3APYOeXKHBLMU Op2aHU-
sayuaMu 06pasosarus 63pocavlx, 6 wacmmocmu DVV International. Aas
AMANUSE MPOUAET UeHMPOs 0OPAS06AHUS 63POCABX ObiA OnpedeAett p0
Kkpumepues: OmHoOUEHUE K POPMINOHOMY U HEPOPMANDHOMY 0bpasosa-
HUI0, YUpedumer U coyupedumeny, yeresas ayoumopus, npoeaildepol
Memoduueckotl U PUHAHCO0U NO0DepXKY, memamuydecKue Hanpasie-
Hus dessmeAvHocnu. B pesyavmame aHaAu3a no onpedererHvim Kpume-
pusm BVIAL CUCTEMAMUSUPOSAHA UHPOpMAU U us Virmepriem-pecypcos
0 GYHKUUOHUPOBAH U YeHMPOs 00PAS06AH 63POCAVLY; O1pedeAcHbl Ux
obuiue t OMAUNUIEAbHDIE UepHibl 8 Op2AHUSAUUY YKPAUHCKUX UEHNTPOS
06pA306aHUS. 63POCABIX U GLIABACHDL UX MOOCAN: cosdarHvie HA Oase YHU-
sepcumema uAl K0AAeDKA; ULKOADL; MY3es uAu OubAuomex. Taxxe Ha-
MeHeHbl NepcneKmuebl QIAbHEULUX HAY4HOLX UCCALD0AHUIL.
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Katoueevle CA06A: HePOpMAAbHOE OOPASOSIFIE, esponeiickuil onvint,
uermpol 06pas06aHIUs 63POCALLY, MODeA.

BABUSHKO SVITLANA, SOLOVEI LIUDMYLA. Models of
adult education centres in Ukraine. Non-formal adult education is
dynamically developing in different forms. The article represents them on
the example of Ukraine. Non-formal education was acknowledged only in
2017 in the Law of Ukraine “On Education”, though it had been provided
in a number of forms before. Currently, the most popular form of non-
formal adult education in Ukraine is Centers of Adult Education. They are
created on the initiative of public organizations in partnership with foreign
adult education organizations, in particular DVV International. To analyze
their profiles there were identified several criteria: relation to formal or non-
formal education, initiators and organizers, target audience, providers of
methodical and financial assistance, thematic directions of their activity. As
a result of the analysis according to the identified criteria, the information
from Internet resources on the activity of adult educational centers was
systemized; their similar and different features in their organization form
were distinguished and defined their models: university- and college-based,
school-based; museum and library-based. In addition, the directions for the
further scientific research in this field were outlined.

Key words: non-formal education, European experience, centers of adult
education, models.
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