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My article focuses on the linguistic picture of the world in the- dram . demons
discourse of the American playwright Wendy Wasserstein. I will p el s quote

concentrate on the playwright’s idiostyle analyzing linguistic and cognitive
in Wasserstein’s discourse. Although highly acclaimed and studied in Ang
academia the dramatic works of the woman playwright receives little
Ukrainian scholarly environment (Nathaliya Vyssotska and Anna Gaidas
Prof. Vyssotska analyzes Wasserstein’s plays in literary perspective in the ¢
historical and theoretical background of the 20th century’s American
Dr. Gaidash sheds light upon Wasserstein’s feminist orientation in the
laboratories of the US women-playwrights of the 1970-90ies. Duygu Be
(Turkey, 2016) defended a thesis «From Superiority to Equality?: Men
g:sxlclll)lrin:;aslsfgtem’; ll:'lays». This re:.searcher analyzed the rﬁlﬁ‘-‘_ of ;
e o 01; e nl?iltJ:r the schc?lars cons:dc.er \Yass_erstein’s (%ramas prll'rlit’l'ﬂinT
individual linguistic Y shudies: dio-topicallty s ectert SR
o '(?nic‘; larities of the dramatist’s idiostyle. o
€s» is the major drama of Wendy Wasserstein will

her th i i
er the Pulitzer Prize for Drama [3]. On the materials of this play I we W
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. linguiste pie o
~ken from «The Heidi Chronicles» play.
s women’s sensitive anger and thei "
emO™, . from the feminist poi h e
; society ist point of view. But in linguisti
C

.'. mlna . -
e O™ of wasserstein's men respect women paying them (e
vEn

that I can do. Is she an «A+» like you? No. But I don't

A —» maybe, but not «4+».
Winston Churchill. «A+» intelligence «B-»

veal his admiration of women'’s

| ary: vl 1
Mb”" J; charactensucs of the opposite sex re
ce. His respect 15 obvious in the comparison of female mental

gils and intelligence
! mdvefba] abilities with the world-known British politician.
ppTER: Do t apologize for being the most attractive woman on this cruise.
of the most

JEFFREY: My friend happens 10 be a brilliant publicist plus one

irable women in New York.
Male characters uS€ superlat

ive adjectives the most attractive, the most

dsirable.
SCOOP: She is fantastic and she is crazy. Do you know she was voted one of the

e most attractive «new woman» in Washington 2
PETER: You're a brave and remarkable womar. A proud pioneer:
describe an gonist of the play using

Here we can see that men
_ralher powerful adjectives brave, proud, crazy. They
ndependent woman. I ]
that's why yo! «quality time” girls are gomg to be
n sexy, but

exemplary, €ve€

SCOOP: And unforrunarely. (ing
reres

;ﬂe generation of disappointe
asically unhappy. s o
Even thou};flythis quote demonstrates an a:;a;gof gg:il;:u\zya:iz?g\;]e?fg;t:lsﬁaf:;
; v : g gus 2 et i
szamence contains an opposq;-on Q ﬁg]‘g E{er. : of success) the characteristics ©
adard from the male PRt & Tl oration (1080 to failure). :
ye connote ositive adjectives to describe woman:

women have somewhat negative & Ly w

Male dramatis personae -‘eq_?u. <ting, €x¢ plary. sexy pro‘ud, brave. brilliant.

the most attractive, famasﬁc: ‘”‘;gié 'g;cfjectwes which describe woman: unhappy:
nd nes IS0 .

- .ture of the world all men admire

d women. In

’ But also we ©a? = e
’Sﬂfcgoxnxed, "”?’z); in w-a,sserstﬂ-ﬂ;s_st gulo en in her plays have fem}nlstlc ideas
s in sPIt¢ or 'aln‘;ﬁnt- well-educated with good professions
pence v book in England. [ applied fora F ulbright.
: how of Lila

and respect wom?r hey fafe'iﬁ'de . o
e '.‘"’“5 Of }12;] ,_;,jnk'ijng_ Q;;;; ] got 9 grant to pul 108¢
I,;—IIEE{'IID){[ I’vle. peen wf:gmericﬂﬂ Paim'er from the

. she wﬁéar;-ta Monel-
; rotago.-ms_t 0

Cabot PertY: " pext f the chronicles is represented as an
rtrait is at best pres

ving ented by her friend with the help of

ten _ea?'s HEVE e St ..-las’."o.
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ayist, curalor, feminist ' chg ¢ ¢
RIL: Heidi I Jolland, essayisi, i i Pl v 9,1“ .
AP ceﬁ"al character is also revea[e:d through hcr attitude to he frie ol ?\Bﬁ', 4
o ) Susan is very committed. She is thinking of 8OINgG 1) by nds: _ '{ﬁg{be (tﬁ'“o .
HEN, = ome self-sufficient. | YNess sehg el O
he collective can hec ome_ Sel=otl ont : v 3 ol 5o ¢ i 015 Nc‘
the Heidi presents her friend in a positive I.lgl?t. Her use of adjectiveg dem ﬁ?“o' C-“{ot
uite strong personality: committed, self-sufficient. ONStragey _ gé‘d‘ 0 v
: PETER: Will you marry me? \qaﬂ'
HEIDI: I covet my independence. |
}-{FIDI: [ mean, why should some well-educated woman wagye her life Mok
vou and vour children tuna fish .sandw:c-'}?es? . g A
. Chailenging Western society’s traditional expec_tatl(.m for a woman to mg U'ﬂ" \
have a family shows a woman’s serious self-determination and feminist subjectiyity 50 ﬁ\{ﬁ

Pursuing professional careers, even if women have to sacrifice thgir personal desires
of «having it all.» expresses women’s conscientious approach to life. In the dialq
between Peter and Heidi, feminism for Heidi is about having choices, and respecting
life decisions, such as the playwright’s decision to have, as a single woman, a chilg
in her late forties. This play is bibliographical as well as her other plays.

In «The Heidi Chronicles», Wasserstein examines the concerns of women and
gay men in tandem, introducing Heidi and Peter, the chief representatives of each
group in the play, Peter openly declares his homosexuality, coming out of the closet
to Heidi at a feminist art protest:

PETER: Heidi, I'm gay, okay? I sleep with Stanley Zinc, M.D. And my
liberation, my pursuit of happiness, and the pursuit of happiness of other men like
me is just as politically and socially valid as hanging a couple of God-damned
paintings because they were signed by someone named Nancy, Gladys, or Gilda.
And this is why I came to see you today. I am demanding your equal time and
consideration.

Here, Peter equates his liberation with women’s liberation, undermining the

power of the feminist protest, which seems like another usurpation of women’s

voices by men. However, as a gay man, the situation is radically different. He calls
for (heterosexual) feminists to engage in a second great awakening; that is, 10

acknowledge the plight of LGBTQ individuals who were being excluded by “mple, §
mainstream feminism, Mu\ogi
. 'Ighug, !’eter hopes tha%t women and gay men will be able to Join forces since both Sloniser,
L:ﬁ ;‘n;:mst al:d Gzy Liberation Movements came out of student and other New Migeng
ements and carried with them current debates and ich the |
tuml;:d to issues of gender and sexuality. PRSI geon “Ptidg
dram:mc?;lcctlls 'f;'f the features of linguistic picture of the world in Wasserstein’s .I::t(
- list(:urse are represented by feminist-oriented idiostyle of the Preci
i adjwtive:r% h?:ntgeit Ott: the modern US woman is construed with the help Qre S
e - pic of non-standard orientation js introduced with the posfz
Sonecen the
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