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The following work is devoted to the problem of storytelling technique within the Boris Johnsons’
first speech as a Prime Minister of the UK, 07.24.19. It is stated that the Boris Johnsons’ first speech
as a Prime Minister of the UK is a political, institutional, ideological, media and mass-communicative
discourse with the focus on the idea of Brexit, or withdrawal from the EU, as the most relevant idea
for the UK community. It is pointed out that Boris Johnsons’ speech has the features of narrative. It
is underlined that Boris Johnsons’ message has the narrative structure: introduction, main body and
end. It is stated that Boris Johnsons’ first speech as a Prime Minister of the UK contains the theme
and the idea of it, where the theme is Boris Johnsons’ appointment as a Prime Minister and future
plans of the UK development as realization of his Cabinet policy, and the idea of it is the necessity to
implement Brexit as the only way for better life in the UK. It is stressed that the Boris Johnsons’ first
speech as a Prime Minister of the UK contains the division into enemies and heroes. The opponents
of Brexit are shown as enemies in Boris Johnsons’ speech and his team with the UK population is
shown as heroes struggling with the enemies for their values — Brexit. Heroes are known to have
their potential, as well as certain plan to win enemies. It is stressed in Boris Johnsons’ speech that
the condition of their victory against enemy is their being ready for Brexit and their being united.
The end of the Boris Johnsons’story is optimistic, as enemies will not succeed. It is stated that Boris
Johnsons’story resembles fairy-tale with its happy end. It is underlined that storytelling technique as
part of manipulative one is used to influence addressee for the pragmatic purposes of speaker. It is
stressed that storytelling technique of the Boris Johnsons’first speech as a Prime Minister of the UK
is focused on the problem of addressee acceptance of Brexit. It is stated that storytelling technique in
Boris Johnsons’speech is grounded on speaker s depiction of real facts issued for real facts, is based
on hero/enemy separation, on enemy imaging, on enemy fighting and imminent victory over enemy.
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Problem statement. type of text not discourse; 5) a genre of literary work.

Narrative as one the most investigated problem is
also one of the most contradictive item in linguistics.
In our work we use term storytelling to show narra-
tive as a process of introducing information in a form
of a certain story with emphasis on the pragmatic pur-
poses of its creator, as a certain technique to influence
addressee for the addressor’s intentions.

Literature review

The problem of narrative shows the different
approaches to it, changes in the system of civilization
knowledge is reflected in system of narrative under-
standing [1; 2; 3; 8; 9; 10; 11; 12].

In our work we define narrative as: 1) a way of
reality reflection with the emphasis on its time and
place occurrence, or its space and time location; 2)
a way of introducing, coding information in a form
of a story as the most suitable form of its perception
; 3) a form of storing knowledge from generation to
generation with emphasis on its cultural, religious,
regional, group, community identity; 4) a certain
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Storytelling, in this case, is defined in our work as a
means to introduce information in a form of a story
to realize its creator purposes to influence addressee.

The aim of the paper is to investigate storytell-
ing technique of the Boris Johnsons’ first speech as
a Prime Minister of the UK, 07.24.19 , as the way to
realize his pragma-communicative purposes.

The material of the article

The first speech of Boris Johnson as a Prime Min-
ister is considered to be the political, institutional dis-
course asl) it is produced by the representative of the
political elite - by Prime Minister, or it has statute-role
characteristics; 2) it contains the aim of communica-
tion to influence the addressee — the UK population;
3) it has typical place of its realization — the Prime
Minister’s Office, 10, Downing Street [5,39 ; 4, 44]
and 4) it has certain norms of language usage within
the given type of discourse.

The first speech of Boris Johnson as a Prime Min-
ister is defined in our work as ideological discourse
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[7,18-19], which contains an idea of Brexit, or with-
drawal from the EU, as the most relevant to the com-
munity of the UK for better life in the country.

In accordance to the number of communicators
the first speech of Boris Johnson as a Prime Minis-
ter is known to be mass-communicative discourse [6,
135-136] and its realization through the mass media
makes it media discourse.

The first speech of Boris Johnson as a Prime Min-
ister is considered to have the informative and prag-
matic component. The informative component of it is
based on the information about the policy line of his
Cabinet in the external and internal politics, which
is centered on the idea of Brexit as the most relevant
way to develop the UK society.

As for its pragmatic component, its aim is to influ-
ence addressee to accept the idea of Brexit as the most
relevant and the only one way for better life in the UK.

The first speech of Boris Johnson as a Prime Min-
ister is pointed out in our work as monologue in its
form addressed to the certain addressee, which is
transformed in a dialogue without any chances to be
replied or be answered, without any speech act from
the addressee, whom this discourse is addressed.

In his speech Boris Johnsons uses addresses for
the citizens of the UK, non-citizens of the UK work-
ing and living in it and his opponents for the idea of
Brexit.

To realize his purpose - to influence addressee -
he uses certain techniques, tactics, among which is
storytelling technique as part of the manipulative one.

It is stated in our work that the first speech of
Boris Johnson as a Prime Minister has all the features
of narrative.

The theme of the first speech of Boris Johnson as
a Prime Minister is his appointment to this position
and future plans of the UK development in the form
of withdrawal from the EU:

I have just been to see Her Majesty the Queen
who has invited me to form a government and I have
accepted. .... we are going to restore trust in our
democracy and we are going to fulfil the repeated
promises of parliament to the people and come out of
the EU on October 31 ....

Consequently, the main idea of his speech is the
necessity to implement Brexit:

...wewill do a new deal, a better deal that will max-
imise the opportunities of Brexit while allowing us to
develop a new and exciting partnership with the rest of
Europe based on free trade and mutual support.

We can also state that Boris Johnsons appeals to
much more ambitious idea to restore glorious global
nature of the UK:

...it is time to change the record to recover our
natural _and_historic role as _an_enterprising, out-
ward-looking and truly global Britain, generous in
temper and engaged with the world.

The type of narration the Boris Johnson’s first
speech as a Prime Minister is subjectivized, or given
from the first person singular ( /) or plural ( we ):

1. And so I am standing before you today to tell
you the British people that those critics are wrong.

2. My job is to make your streets safer — and we
are going to begin with another 20,000 police on the
streets and we start recruiting forthwith.

Narration from the first person plural within the
political, ideological discourse is a specific feature to
show team responsibility for the described events.

The given speech of Boris Johnsons has the nar-
rative structure: the introduction, the main body and
the end.

The introduction contains the information about
Teresa May resign and Boris Johnsons’ appointment
of a Prime Minister. The main body is focused on the
problem of Brexit. The end of narrative is optimistic.

We can state, that, the first speech of Boris John-
son as a Prime Minister is a story of conflict, which
contains the main protagonists: heroes and enemies.

According to Boris Johnsons’ vision, his nation with
his team and himself are the main heroes of his story
struggling with the Brexit opponents, who fulfil the role
of enemies in his story, for their democratic values:

...there are pessimists at home and abroad who
think that after three years of indecision that this
country has become a prisoner to the old arguments
of 2016. ...And so I am standing before you today to
tell you the British people that those critics are wrong
The doubters, the doomsters, the gloomsters — they
are going to get it wrong again. The people who bet
against Britain are going to lose their shirts.

Heroes have the great potential to fight their enemies:

....we know the enormous strengths of this econ-
omy in life sciences, in tech, in academia, in music,
the arts, culture, financial services, It is here in Brit-
ain that we are using gene therapy, for the first time,
to treat the most common form of blindness here in
Britain that we are leading the world in the battery
technology that will help cut CO2 and tackle climate
change and produce green jobs for the next genera-
tion.

Heroes also have a certain plan to fight the ene-
mies, to realize the idea of Brexit, which is introduced
in Boris Johnsons’ speech as series of calls to act:

1. Let us begin work now to create free ports that
will drive growth and thousands of high-skilled jobs
in left behind areas.
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2. Lets start now to liberate the UK'S extraordi-
nary bioscience sector from anti genetic modification
rules.

3. Let’s develop the blight-resistant crops that will
feed the world.

4. Let’s get going now on our own position nav-
igation and timing satellite and earth observation
systems — UK assets orbiting in space with all the
long term strategic and commercial benefits for this
country

5. Let’s change the tax rules to provide extra
incentives to invest in capital and research.

6. Lets promote the welfare of animals that has
always been so close to the hearts of the British peo-
ple and yes, lets start now on those free trade deals.

The heroes of the Boris Johnsons story need some
conditions to realize their plan: being united and
being ready:

....under any circumstances we will need to get
ready at some point in the near future to come out of
the EU customs union.. with high hearts and growing
confidence we will now accelerate the work of getting
ready and the ports will be ready and the banks will
be ready and the factories will be ready and business
will be ready and the hospitals will be ready and our
amazing food and farming sector will be ready...

The end of this story is hopeful in future perspec-
tive, it resembles happy end of fairy tale, as enemies
will not succeed:

No one in the last few centuries has succeeded in
betting against the pluck and nerve and ambition of
this country. They will not succeed today.

So, the plot of the Boris Johnsons story may be
compressed to the given model: We, the UK nation
and my team with me, try to make our life better

implementing the idea of Brexit as the most relevant
for the UK community. On our way for it we have
some enemies — opponents for Brexit. We can fight
them and we’ll win them, they will not succeed.

We can state that the story telling technique within
the Boris Johnsons speech is a part of manipulative
technique, when the vision of the addressor of infor-
mation is given as some kind of truth, as real facts.
The separation into enemies and heroes is doubtful,
because opponents to somebody’s position don’t
mean enemy to the whole nation, and it is questiona-
ble, whose role in the history of the country is more
harmful and more useful. Moreover, opponents are
a necessary factor to move ahead, to see strong and
weak points, to find the best ways of problem solu-
tion.

Conclusions

Summing up the material, we’d like to state that
the Boris Johnsons’ first speech as a Prime Minister
of the UK, 07.24.19, has the features of narrative: the
main idea, theme, the main characters, the structure
of narrative. Moreover, it resembles fair-tale with its
optimistic end.

We’d like also to state that the Boris Johnsons’
first speech as a Prime Minister of the UK, as a polit-
ical, institutional, ideological, media and mass-com-
municative discourse includes storytelling technique
to influence addressee. This technique is based on
introducing speaker’s vision of real facts as real facts,
as some truth and also is based on hero/enemy sep-
aration, on enemy imaging, on enemy fighting and
victory over enemy.

It’s rater prospective to investigate idiolect and
idiostyle of Boris Johnsons as a Prime Minister, to
investigate manipulative component of his speeches.
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I'ymeniok H. I. TEXHIKA CTOPITEJIHI'Y Y NEPIIIM ITPOMOBI BOPUCA JIJKOHCOHA
SAK IPEM’ €P MIHICTPA OB’€EJHAHOI'O KOPOJIIBCTBA BI /] 24.07.19

Ilooana poboma npuceauena posensidy mexiku cmopimeniney y nepwiil npomosi bopuca Jconcona
y sakocmi Ilpem’ep minicmpa O6’conanozco Koponiscmea 6io 24.07.19. ax noaimuunoco, incmumyyiiinoeo,
100102141020, MeOIlIH020, MACOBO-KOMYHIKAMUBHO20 OUCKYpCca 3 (orycyeannam Ha ioei Bpexsumy, abo
suxo0y 3 €C, ax naubinv peresanmuitl idei 0 cninonomu 06’ conanozo Koponiscmaa. Iliokpecntoemobcs,
wo npomosa bopuca /[pconcona mac 6ci o3naxu Hapamusy. Busnavaemucsa, wo nociants bopuca J{oconcona
MaAe cmpyKmypy Hapamuea. 68e0eHHs, 20J106HA YACMUHd, 3aKiHuenHs. Cmeepoicyemubcs, ujo nepuia npomosa
bopuca /[iconcona sax Ipem’ep minicmpa O6’eonanoeo Koponiscmea micmumov 8 cobi memy ma ioero, oe
mema nos’szana 3 npusnavennsim bopuca Joconcona Ilpem’ep minicmpom O6’eonanozo Koponiecmea ma
nOOANLUMYU NAAHAMU PO3BUMKY KpaiHu 5K peanizayis nonimuxu tioco Kabinemy, a ides tioco npomosu
BUBHAYAEMBCST K HeOOXIOHIcmb  30ilicHentss bpexsumy sK €0unHo2o Cnocoby ROKpawumu dcumms 8
06 ’eonanomy Koponiecmsi. Ilioxpecaioemocs, wo nepuia npomosa bopuca J{xconcona sik Ilpem’ep minicmpa
06 ’eonanoco Koponiecmea micmums po3nooin na 2epois ma gopoeis. Ononenmu 0o bpexzumy nocmaioms ax
sopozu y neputiii npomosi bopuca /[oconcona, tioco komanoa pazom 3 nacenennam Q6 eonanozo Koponiscmea
nocmaiomo K 2epoi’ y ixuili 6opomsdi 3a ceoi yinnocmi — 3a bpexsum. Ak gioomo, ecepoi’ maiomov nesHull
nomenyian ma nian nepemoemu eopoaa. ¥ neputiti npomosi bopuca J[piconcona niokpeciioemuscsi, ujo HeoOXioni
NneHi yMOBU Ol nepemozu Hao BOPO2oOM. OYMuU €OHUMU MaA 20MosumMu 00 30iichents bpexsumy. Kinyiexa
po3nogioi bopuca /[concona onmumicmuuna, max aK eopozu He mamumyms ycnixy. CmeepOscyembcs,
wo posnogiob bopuca [loconcona naeadye kasky 3i wacaueum ii 3asepuienuam. Iliokpecnioemocs, wo
mexHiKa cmopimeniney AK 4acmuHa MarinyIamusHoi mexHiku UKOPUCMOBYEMbCA OJi 8RAUBY HA ddpecama
3 NPASMAMUYHUMU HAMIDAMU NPOMOBYSL. 3aYy8adiCyEmvpCs, Wo MeXHIKa cmopimeniney y nepuliti npomosi
bopuca J[rconcona Jconcona sx [pem’ep minicmpa O6 conanozo Koponiecmea cghoxycosana na npodiemi
npuiinamms aopecamom ioei bpexzuma. Cmeepoxicyemovca, wo mexuika cmopimeniney y npomosi bopuca
IDiconcona bazyemvcs Ha 300padcenHi asmopom hakmis, AKi GUOAEMbCS 34 PearbHICMb, HA PO3NOOIL HA
680p0O2I6 Ma 2epois, Ha CKAAOAHHI 00pazy sopoed, HeoOXiOHoCcmi bOPOMbOU 3 HUM MA HEOOMIHHIL nepemocu
HAO HUM.

Key words: cmopimenine, ioeonociunuii OUCKYpC, HAPAMU8, npazsmamudna memad, aopecam.
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