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GREEKS IN ODESSA (END OF THE 18TH - BEGINNING OF THE 20th

CENTURY): HISTORIOGRAPHICAL DIMENSION

The article has studied and systematized a set of major scientific papers on the ethnic histo-
ry of the Greeks in Odessa, has identified and argued the stages of development of the historio-

graphical tradition of the problem, has conducted the comparative analysis of directions and

priorities of research on the Greeks in Odessa and has traced their evolution in accordance with

changes in socio-political context. Historiographical work on the problem has been classified by

chronological criteria. It is noted that during the imperial era, research did not go beyond clarify-
ing certain issues of resettlement in the context of the colonization policy of the Russian gov-
ernment. In the research of Soviet historians in the general history of colonization by the Greeks

of Odessa, military colonization stands out. At the same time, the socio-economic aspects of
the functioning of the Greek community deserved special attention of Soviet historiography.
The expansion of the range of research, inclusion of issues of commercial and social activities
of Greeks occurs at the present stage of studying the problem and is connected with the inten-
sification of Greek studies in Ukraine. It is proved that the lack of legal autonomy of the Odessa
Greek community, the mobility of its representatives did not contribute to the scientific aware-
ness of the Greeks in Odessa (unlike in Nizhyn and Azov) as a separate community with a whole
set of distinctive features. Therefore, their history was considered within the context of the his-
tory of the foundation and development of the city. Despite the recent appearance of interesting
articles on charitable, trade, commercial, cultural and educational activities of the Greek com-

Introduction

Among the areas of contemporary Ukrainian historiog-
raphy, Greek studies occupy a special place. During the
years of independence, they were formed into a powerful,
dynamic and in some way institutionalized branch of do-
mestic historical science. The considerable influence of
the Greek diaspora on the economic and cultural life of
some Ukrainian territories, the level and fruitfulness of
relations with the environment, the phenomenon of legally
formalized and socially organized Greek communities
determine the constant research interest in the problems
of their historical development. On the other hand, do-
mestic historiography in a certain way compensates for
the lack of attention to Greek issues that existed in Soviet
times, when the ethnic aspect of the historical process
was disregarded, and the problems of national minorities
(and not only Greek) were hardly considered.

Instead, today the results of studying the problem are
both generalizing works on the history of Greeks in
Ukraine in general or the history of individual Greek cen-
ters in particular, and works that cover certain aspects of
Greek communities — cultural, educational, economic,
charitable and more. Taking into account the groundwork
of predecessors, we can talk about a large and diversified
scientific achievements that require historiographical sys-
tematization and analysis. The controversy that is taking
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munity of Odessa, it is still waiting for an ordered and comprehensive study.
Key word: historiography of the problem; historiographical situation; Greeks in Odessa.

place today on a number of issues — the reasons and
nature of the formation of Greek centers, their political
and legal status, features of economic and cultural life —
further actualizes the historiographical dimension of the
problem.

The purpose of this study is to determine the de-
gree of the study of the Greeks’ history in Odessa on the
basis of a comprehensive historiographical analysis of the
works of researchers of the 19th — early 21st centuries.

Some historiographical aspects and attempts to sys-
tematize works on the history of the Greeks of Odessa
were reflected in the works by O. Yas and V. Volonyts.
0. Yas identified three stages in the study of the problem:
the first (first half of the 19th century) was characterized
by the emergence only of chronological essays; the se-
cond (second half of the 19th century) expanded the
range of research in the best traditions of official Russian
historiography, and the third stage is Soviet historiog-
raphy, which studied mostly the activities of patriotic soci-
eties (Yas, 1994). According to V. Volonyts, the historiog-

raphy of the imperial and Soviet eras did not go beyond
clarifying certain issues of resettlement in the context of
the colonization policy of the Russian government, paying
attention to military colonization. The expansion of the
range of research, inclusion of issues of commercial and
social activities of Greeks occurs at the present stage of
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studying the problem and is connected with the intensifi-
cation of Greek studies in Ukraine (Volonyts, 2005;
2011a).

Research methods

To achieve this purpose, we have used comparative-
historical method (to compare the views of scholars, dif-
ferent sources), problem-chronological method (to distin-
guish certain problems that were raised in historiography
at different stages of its development), historical-genetic
method (to determine the conditionality of the Greek
community of Odessa, the influence of historical memory
on the processes of ethnocultural revival), historical-
typological method (to define typical features of historiog-
raphy of a particular period), the method of historiograph-
ical synthesis. The combination of different methods al-
lowed to better understand the features of the views of
different authors and compare their views on the problem.

Results and Discussion

The primacy in covering the place and role of the
Greeks in the history of Odessa belongs to A. Skalkowski.
The researcher noted that “a city was founded in
Khadjibey, now it is so flourishing Odessa” (Skalkowski,
1850-53: 272) for the Greek settlers. It is difficult to agree
with this opinion, although the assessment of the Greek
influence on the formation of Odessa presented by
A. Skalkowski is of certain interest. Interestingly, the au-
thor believed that these Greeks did not play an important
role either in terms of military service or in terms of num-
bers (Skalkowski, 1850-53: 272).

At the same time, A. Skalkowski explained the reset-
tlement of Greeks around Odessa by the desire to reward
those who fought on the side of Russia against Turkey
with lands in southern Ukraine, as well as to attract the
Christian population of the North-Eastern Mediterranean.
In particular, the researcher wrote: “The essence of this
proposal (by de Ribas — author’s note) consisted of two
parts: 1) to settle Greeks and Albanians who arrived in
Russia, served in the Russian army, who remained in the
Novorossiysk region after the campaign almost without
shelter, on the outskirts of Odessa, giving them plots of
land for settlement. Up to 15,000 acres of land were allo-
cated for this and the necessary sums were allocated to
acquire their first farm. They formed a division called the
Greek in 300 private soldiers with the required number of
officers. There were up to 200 of them in Odessa and
they expected much more. 2) For the multiplication of
inhabitants in Odessa, peoples of the same faith were
called from the Archipelago for their settlement in the city”
(Skalkowski, 1836: 43-44).

The researcher noted that the Greeks received signifi-
cant sums of money, houses built at public expense and
certain privileges, including tax exemptions. A. Skal-
kowski cited the results of this policy: in 1795, a division
was already established, at the same time there was a
resettlement of about 100 Greek families from the Archi-
pelago, among whom were 27 merchants with their capi-
tal (Skalkowski, 1836: 46). In 1797, there were about
1,000 Greeks and Albanians in Odessa, although A. Skal-
kowski himself tends to consider the latter also of Greek
origin. At the same time, the researcher believed that
“hopes for greater emigration of the peoples sharing the
same religion did not come true” (Skalkowski, 1836: 283).

A. Skalkowski did not make a clear division between
military and non-military colonization of the city. He cov-
ered the organization of the Greek military division and
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the structure that regulated and supervised the resettle-
ment process, namely the commission for the settlement
of Greeks and Albanians. The historian noted that at the
request of Greeks who did not speak Russian very well
and were not familiar with local law, a 14-member Greek
magistrate was established to replace the commission for
the settlement of Greeks and Albanians.

In accordance with the ideological and methodological
principles of the presentation of the material, which con-
sisted in determining the leading role of individual officials
appointed by the “wise monarch”, the author focused on
issues related to the activities of officials. Thus, the de-
tailed coverage of the mission to St. Petersburg (1797) by
the guardian of the Greek settlers, Colonel Kes-Oglu, who
demanded a protection document and the status of porto
franco for Odessa, attracts attention.

A. Skalkowski cited the number of subjects of the
Greek crown who lived in the Novorossiysk region — 900
people (Skalkowski, 1848: 354) (but these were only
temporary residents of the region, who came to the Rus-
sian Empire in trade or other affairs).

Information about the Greeks was given by K. Smo-
lyaninov in his “History of Odessa” (Smolyaninov,1853).
He touched upon the process of resettlement of Greeks
without analyzing Russia’s policy towards Greek immi-
grants. However, the work considers government orders
for the settlement of Greeks and Albanians, who came
from the Archipelago and other foreign places, near
Odessa, and mentions the establishment of a 3-company
division. The statistical description of Odessa, well pro-
cessed by K. Smolyaninov, was compiled by Lieutenant-
General N.M. Berdyaev on behalf of Paul |. The author
provided information about the benefits and privileges
granted to displaced Greeks. In general, using a wide
range of sources, K. Smolyaninov cited a lot of empirical
information, but did not make a conceptual analysis of
processes.

G. Pisarevsky was the first to distinguish non-military,
“peaceful” Greek colonization of Odessa from the general
colonization flow of the south of the empire. His views
were analyzed in detail by E. Zagorovsky, who consid-
ered the resettlement to Novorossia.

Describing the migration of Greeks to Odessa, E. Za-
gorovsky noted the activities of Count P. Zubov. But
comparing G. Potemkin’s colonization policy and the
measures taken by P. Zubov, he came to the conclusion
that the latter did not have enough energy and talent to
organize a large-scale resettlement (Zagorovsky, 1913).

In 1881, the work of S. Bernstein (1881), was pub-
lished, who immediately noted that his essay was not a
self-sufficient study, but it was based on the work of
A. Skalkowski and K. Smolyaninov and should serve as
factual material for future researchers.

Analyzing the initial settlement of Odessa, the author
concludes that there were few representatives of the local
population among the inhabitants and foreigners, primari-
ly Greeks, predominated. Their arrival, according to
S. Bernstein, was caused by the invitation of de Ribas,
furthermore the Greeks came mainly from the Archipela-
go and Albania (Bernstein, 1881: 16). The creation of “a
military corps, called a division, up to 300 private soldiers,
with a decent number of officers and other ranks” by de
Ribas was of great importance (Bernstein, 1881: 17). In
fact, the author traces the history of Odessa through the
competition of Russian-Slavic and foreign elements, while
the strengthening of the latter is assessed negatively. In
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particular, the creation of a foreign magistrate instead of a
Greek one is considered in a similar way. S. Bernstein
wrote: “At the request of foreigners living in Odessa, a
special magistrate was established with the Russian mag-
istrate. This introduced duality into the urban structure of
Odessa, a duality that could not but have a deplorable
effect on the course of affairs in the city. Competition be-
tween Russian and foreign elements was not possible for
the former. It is clear that there were disputes, com-
plaints, intrigues, which had to slow down the work of the
urban system” (Bernstein, 1881: 19).

Interestingly, a little later, S. Bernstein contradicts
himself, speaking of the population of Odessa in 1795.
Thus, according to the census conducted by the city po-
lice, out of 2349 people (excluding nobles and officials),
there were 224 Greeks, and, for example, 240 were
Jews, 566 people were runaway peasants who registered
as burghers (Bernstein, 1881: 18).

Rich factual material is presented in the fundamental
edition “Odessa 1794-1894" prepared for the centenary of
the city. Extensive informative source base of the essay
was presented by cases from the archives of the Odessa
City Duma, Novorossiysk and Bessarabian Governor-
General and Odessa Mayor. The work is mostly devoted
to the history of city self-government, but the author also
mentions the existence of a Greek magistrate in Odessa.
The notes to this work, which presents valuable data from
the list of Odessa merchants of Count Orlov from 1789,
indicating the guild, name and size of the declared capi-
tal, are of scientific interest (Odessa ..., 1895).

Interesting information on the history of the Greek
community in Odessa, in particular, the sums donated by
community members for the construction of temples, was
provided by L. Rossolimo (7995). Their size indicates the
extremely large economic role of the Greeks in the devel-
opment of Odessa. In the best traditions of the presenta-
tion of the material of that time, the role of Empress Cath-
erine Il was noted, who facilitated the resettlement of 54
Greeks to Odessa, who, according to the authors,
“walked freely and happily” (Rossolimo, comp., 1995: 6).
It is interesting that the author tries not only to emphasize
the awareness and preservation of their own national
ethnic community in the new conditions, but also to con-
sider the development of national education through this
prism.

Thus, large-scale work was conducted by researchers
of the 19th - early 20th centuries to collect, record histori-
cal sources and ethnographic information, which became
the basis for further scientific research, which was to fur-
ther address relevant issues on Greek themes.

Soviet historical science continued to consider the
problems of the ethnic history of the national minorities of
southern Ukraine in the context of the general coloniza-
tion process, focusing on social problems.

In Soviet times, the work by T. Theocharid, which ex-
pressed the view that military settlements not only per-
formed defensive functions, but also had to play a signifi-
cant role in intensifying trade in the Northern Black Sea
coastal, was a thorough publication on the history of the
Greeks of Odessa. Thus, T. Theocharidi was not inclined
to distinguish between military and merchant migration,
which, by his own logic, complemented each other
(Theocharidi, 1930).

The author names the Russo-Turkish war of 1787—
1791 and the conclusion of the Treaty of Jassy, which
defined the principles of migration, the immediate pre-
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conditions of Greek military colonization in the late 18th -
early 19th century. At the same time, the researcher be-
lieves that by insisting on the terms of the Treaty of
Jassy, the Russian government sought to resume the
process of Greek settlement of southern Ukraine, primari-
ly east of the Dniester and along the Black Sea coastal.

Analyzing the process of founding Greek settlements
in the area of Odessa, T. Theocharidi notes the formation
of the Greek division, as well as the resettlement of 100
Greek families from the Archipelago. However, unlike
many researchers of the earlier period, the author con-
siders this resettlement “brilliant” due to the fact that a
Greek magistrate was created (Theocharidi, 1930: 11).

Based on the analysis of the quantitative and qualita-
tive composition of the Greek division, the author argues
that the division consisted not only of Greeks but also of
other peoples of Southeastern Europe. In addition, he
notes the problems with the formation of personnel, and
also gives examples of escape from the division. T. Theo-
charidi also writes about the material abuses of the local
administration against the Greek community, as well as
attempts to hide it from the central government: “Kes-
Oglu died at that time (January 6, 1799). By September,
the amount of the abuses committed by him, as well as a
number of other abuses not related to the life of the divi-
sion, becomes known” (Theocharidi, 1930: 19).

It is also interesting that T. Theocharidi, unlike many
other researchers, considers the decision of Paul | to lig-
uidate the Greek division (1797) to be quite objective. He
sees the reasons for this in the fact that among the per-
sonnel of the Greeks6 who served in the Russian army
during the war with Turkey in 1787-1801, were not more
than 25%; others either did not fight or were not Greeks
(Theocharidi, 1930: 16).

At the same time, the researcher noted that the finan-
cial abuses of the Greek administration were one of the
reasons why the Greeks left Odessa at the end of the
18th century. Also among such reasons, T. Theocharidi
mentions the crop failure of 1799, which led to the com-
mercial decline of the city, reducing the number of ships
entering the port and the disbandment of the division.

T. Theocharidi also reconsidered the role of Richelieu
in the development of Greek colonization of the Northern
Black Sea coastal. Thus, he writes that the mayor of
Odessa did not facilitate their resettlement, as A. Skal-
kowski wrote, but, on the contrary, tried to limit the
amount of land cultivated by the Greeks, giving prefer-
ence to the Germans. To confirm this, the researcher
cites a letter from Richelieu, written in July 1805: “As the
area of Vukovic is still not inhabited and not cultivated,
the excess land from the villages (Kalagleya, Mayak and
Bilyayivka) and mountains (Ovidiopol) will not be deprived
and the battalion withdrawal will not be assigned”
(Theocharidi, 1930: 22). Moreover, according to T.
Theocharid, Richelieu repeatedly emphasized that the
Greeks were incapable of cultivating the land and living
permanently in a certain territory: “... that all his persistent
convictions were not able to inspire the Odessa Greeks
for a substantial population and cultivation of the land ...
because more than 2 years, only 22 houses or dugouts
were built, and the very adjacency with the colonists is
inhabited by quarrels and difficulties between the authori-
ties” (Theocharidi, 1930: 22).

In fact, according to T. Theocharid, the Odessa battal-
ion was saved from complete liquidation only by prepara-
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tion for the next Russo-Turkish war of 1806-1812, and,
accordingly, by the need to form new volunteer units.

Among the reasons for the liquidation of the battalion
T. Theocharides sees: 1) the inability of the Greeks to pay
for their own uniforms; 2) the transfer of some people to
the Balaklava Battalion; 3) inconsistency of many with the
condition according to which only those Greeks who
served in the navy during the time of Catherine, in par-
ticular, in the Archipelago, were recorded in this part.

Summarizing the consequences of Greek migration to
southern Ukraine, T. Theocharidi notes that the Russian
government saw the development of agriculture here as a
basis for further strengthening the influence of the empire
and therefore, not having a surplus population, was
forced to attract foreigners. The historian saw another
reason in the need to protect the southern borders of the
Russian Empire, especially after the destruction of the
Zaporozhian Sich. At the same time, the researcher di-
rectly writes that attempts to attract immigrants for the
colonization of southern Ukrainian lands were unsuccess-
ful. In fact, according to the author, until 1795 - the for-
mation of the Odessa division, the migration process re-
mained inefficient.

Much less quantitative work is conducted on historical
Hellenistic explorations of this period. Moreover, the his-
tory of the Greek diaspora in Ukraine has hardly been
studied. The development of the issues of modern and
contemporary history of Greece, as well as the vast ma-
jority of issues in world history, was monopolized by aca-
demic institutions in Moscow. But even there, despite
incomparably greater opportunities, only G. Arsh system-
atically studied the era of national liberation struggle of
the Greeks and, in particular, aspects of its close connec-
tion to the Russian Empire, especially to Odessa, Crimea,
other areas of southern Ukraine, where a Greek diaspora
was at that time.

G. Arsh makes the process of resettlement of Greeks
to the Russian Empire dependent on the policy of the
Russian Empire: “In the struggle against Turkey, the tsar-
ist government sought to use the forces of enslaved peo-
ples of the Balkan eager to throw off the Turkish yoke”
(Arsh, 1965). At the same time, the author was primarily
interested in the resettlement of Greeks from the Balkan
provinces of the Ottoman Porte, those who ensured the
economic power of Turks and could help the development
of the southern lands of the Russian Empire. G. Arsh puts
the middle and lower strata of the population in the first
place within the emigrants: “Greek emigration to Russia
can be literally called a real people’s movement. And alt-
hough among the settlers from Greece there were bish-
ops, people from the princely families of Fanar, and large
Greek landowners, the bulk of them were merchants,
peasants, klephts, armatoles” (Arsh, 1965: 37).

The author distinguishes several major waves of emi-
gration, listing them in chronological order. Thus, the au-
thor associates the creation of Greek settlements in Ba-
laklava after the Russo-Turkish War of 1768-1774 with
the active participation of Greeks in hostilities as volun-
teers, as well as the desire of the Russian government to
create a border quarantine service on the Black Sea
coastal lands (Arsh, 1965: 37).

The author connects the new wave of Greek emigra-
tion with the Russo-Turkish war of 1787-1791 and the
annexation of the territories between the Bug and the
Dniester to the empire (Arsh, 1965: 38). The center of
Greek emigration was moved to Odessa, where former
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Greek and Albanian volunteers received about 15,000
acres of land. To confirm the important role of the Greeks
in the development of Odessa, the author cites the fact
that the city’s coat of arms had an inscription in Greek
(Arsh, 1965: 40).

According to the author, agriculture, trade and handi-
crafts played the main role among the occupations of the
new settlers. It is interesting that G. Arsh considers the
fact of the decline of the Nizhyn Greek colony dependent
on the opening of new trade routes by Greek merchants
of the Northern Black Sea coastal (Arsh, 1965: 40). The
researcher also provides information that in Russia in the
early 19th century, there were already 800 Greek trading
companies.

The monograph by K. Augitidis, Greek historian, con-
tinued the tradition of a thorough study of Greek patriotic
societies, which was established in the Soviet historiog-
raphy by G. Arsh. The author analyzed Russia’s pragmat-
ic motives for encouraging resettlement and the ideologi-
cal rhetoric that accompanied the process. The historian
noted that it was the conditions of economic development
that forced Russia to fight with Porto for access to the
Black Sea, and this led to an intercession policy towards
Christian Greeks. Interestingly, the main reason for grant-
ing privileges to the Greeks was not interest in the devel-
opment of trade, but the creation of a lasting positive im-
pression of the Russian government, which could be use-
ful in Russia’s Balkan policy (Augitidis, 1987). In support
of this thesis, K. Augitidis noted: “At the same time, we
must not forget that tsarism is a reactionary regime. In
matters concerning Turkey, it pursued its own goals,
seeking to secure Russia’s lasting influence in the
Balkans. The privileges granted to Greek immigrants and
communities in Russia were intended to give the Greeks
the impression that tsarism “sincerely cared” for their
welfare. The tsarist government also hoped that Greek
emigrants, who would later return to their homeland,
would become the bearers of pro-Russian policy in the
Balkans” (Augitidis, 1987: 7).

N. Terentieva paid attention to the Greeks of Odessa
during the period of independence. It is important to note
that the author managed to go beyond the traditional So-
viet historiography emphasis on the revolutionary emigra-
tion of Greeks to Odessa and the colonization process.
Considering these obviously important aspects among
other things, N. Terentieva at the same time paid atten-
tion to other, no less significant components of the Greek
factor in Odessa. She cited vivid biographies of influential
Greek merchants, founders of major trading houses —
Rally, Rodokanaki, English, Marazli, who made a signifi-
cant contribution to the formation of the “face” of the capi-
talist, cosmopolitan city. Based on a large number of
sources, N. Terentieva demonstrates the leading role
played by Greek trading houses in the traditional export of
bread for the Northern Black Sea region (Terentieva,
Tyshchenko, 2001).

The researcher’s special attention was drawn to the
fact that the Greeks participated in the management of
the city. In this regard, the charitable and administrative
activities of G. Maraslis, who from 1878 to 1895 was the
mayor of Odessa, are characterized. During this time, G.
Maraslis built about 40 public and educational institutions,
enterprises, cultural institutions. The appearance of a
tram, gas lighting, construction of a central post office in
Odessa is also connected with him. Under G. Maraslis’s
rule, shelters, canteens, and hospitals were also opened
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for poor Odessans (Terentieva, 1999: 218). As a result of
careful work on the collection of source material scattered
in various funds and newspaper publications, a holistic
picture of the life and work of this outstanding figure was
presented for the first time.

Much attention is paid to the history of the Greek
Commercial School in Odessa. She connects the estab-
lishment of this educational institution with the patronage
traditions of Odessa entrepreneurs and their charitable
associations. In this regard, the author raised a very im-
portant issue related to the charitable activities of Greek
merchants, which would later become a separate topic for
Hellenistic studies.

The result of |. Kalmakan’s research work was his
work, which covers the ethnic history of the Greeks in
Odessa from the moment of resettlement to the present
day. The author follows the traditional view of the reasons
for the migration of Greeks to Odessa, seeing them in the
mutual combination of the interests of the Greek popula-
tion, which considered Russia its ally in the fight against
Porto, and the Russian government, which tried to solve
the “Eastern question”. Therefore, since its founding,
Odessa had become a place of mass settlement of
Greeks, which led to the emergence of one of the largest
and most influential Greek communities in the south of
the Russian Empire. The author identifies the main stag-
es of its history. The period of 1794-1830 is characterized
by the accumulation of significant funds, the emergence
of large trading houses. The basis of the prosperity of the
Odessa Greeks was commerce, and the degree of devel-
opment of Russian trade depended on the freedom and
security of navigation on Greek ships. The second stage -
1830 - the end of the 19th century - is characterized by
the return of Greeks to their historical homeland, which
led to a reduction in the size of the Greek community by
more than 10%. But despite the decrease in the share of
Greek capital in the economy of Odessa, its absolute
number continued to increase, and the Greeks played a
significant role in city life. Odessa gradually became one
of the centers of national spiritual life, books and news-
papers were published in Greek, and Greek cultural and
educational institutions functioned here (Kalmakan,
1996).

K. Augitidis undertook the task of analyzing the
publishing activity of the Greeks in Odessa. The author
noted that the first Greek printing house in the Northern
Black Sea region was established in 1787, during the
hostilities between Russia and Turkey. Determining the
purpose of its creation, the researcher pays special
attention to the need for information support of the
national liberation struggle of the Balkan Greeks. To
confirm this, the researcher emphasizes the support of
“Filiki Eteria”, as well as the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Russia |. Kapodistrias, in the establishment of the printing
house. Among the factors that contributed to the creation
of the Greek printing house in Odessa, K. Augitidis
mentions the presence of a large and patriotic Hellenic
community in the city; wealth of Odessa Greeks; the
geographical proximity of Odessa to Greece and the
close connection of the Russian Greeks with the
motherland (Augitidis, 2003).

The article by M. Dmytrienko (7994), became im-
portant in view of posing new questions of the complex
research of the Greek diaspora in Odessa. It stated that
in the 19th century, the history of Greek settlement was
mainly considered, while their participation in the eco-
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nomic, social and cultural life of the city in the general
historical context of the development of the South of
Ukraine was covered briefly. M. Dmytrienko insisted on a
deeper analysis of the Greek factor in the history of
Odessa. After all, among this “unique community of
Odessa’, in the words of the author, the Greeks were
notable for their organization, ability to adapt, viability.

The collective monograph “Greeks on Ukrainian Terri-
tories” presents a generalized view of the history of
Ukrainian-Greek relations. The researchers were able to
analyze and prove that the diversity of socio-cultural con-
ditions in the settlements of Greek immigrants (Russian-
Polish-Crimean border, Nizhyn, Hetmanate, Pryazovia,
Black Sea coastal cities of the Russian Empire), different
forms of colonization, diverse social and professional
composition of different waves of emigration, the pres-
ence of ethnic groups of different origin, the level and
intensity of connection with the metropolis and world Hel-
lenism, changes in the colonization policy of the Russian
government during the 17th and 19th centuries — all this
led to several adaptive models of Greek immigrants. One
was the Nizhyn community with a mobile merchant’s of-
fice, part of which resided and engaged in trade far be-
yond Nizhyn. The second model was the semi-closed
rural communities of Mariupol, whose connection with the
outside Greek world had been minimized. The third was
the elite trade and financial organizations of Odessa’s
Greek merchant families, which consisted mostly of
members of the Greek aristocracy with broad internation-
al connections (Dmytrienko, Lytvyn at all, 2000).

In modern Hellenistics, a significant segment of re-
search is devoted to the study of the role of Greek mer-
chants in Odessa. Among the works devoted to the study
of the history of Greek trade in the city of Odessa, the
monograph of P. Herlihi “Odessa. History of the city,
1794-1914” should be noted (Herlihi, 1999). The author
presents the history of the Black Sea coastalal city in a
general retrospective perspective. Particular attention is
paid to highlighting the role of Greek merchants in the
development of foreign trade in Odessa. The researcher
notes that D. Rally, G. Maraslis, F. Rodokanaki, K. Papu-
dov and other Greek merchants played a leading role in
the early development of Odessa’s international trade.
However, in the second half of the 19th century, the par-
ticipation of Greeks in Odessa trade declined sharply.
After the decline in grain exports through the port of
Odessa, according to the author, many Greek merchants
left Odessa.

The life of famous Greek merchants, including in
Odessa, is described in the scientific collection “Ascetics
and Patrons. Greek entrepreneurs and public figures in
Ukraine in the 17th-20th centuries”, which was the first
attempt to determine the importance of the personal fac-
tor in social processes in the Greek environment and re-
gions of compact residence of Greeks. The collection
began the tradition of covering the professional activities
of Greek merchants in the direction of biographical re-
search (Podvyzhnyky i metsenaty..., 2001).

The history of “Filiki Eteria”, its organizational struc-
ture and activities, along with historical portraits of the
main figures of the organization occupy a central place in
N. Terentieva’s monograph “Greek secret society ‘Filiki
Eteria””. Continuing the thesis about the significant role of
merchants in the organization of the revolution, N.
Terentieva turned to the Greek environment of Odessa.
According to her, the wealth and number of Odessa mer-

ISSN 1728-9343 (Print)
ISSN 2411-3093 (Online)



Special Historical Disciplines

L7 |

chants of Greek origin, their patriotism, the favorable po-
sition of the Russian authorities on national initiatives
were undoubtedly important factors that determined the
role of Odessa as the cradle of the Greek revolution and
homeland of “Filiki Eteria”.

The researcher traced how a small secret group of
unknown Odessa merchants turned into a strong and
branched organization with large finances, broad support
and geography, step by step. The analysis of the social
composition of the company, a careful calculation of vol-
untary monetary contributions by Greek entrepreneurs
deserved attention (Terentieva, 2005).

A book written by N. Terentieva in co-authorship with
O. Slyusarenko (2005). became a certain generalization
of the economic plot of the history of the Greek diaspora.
Entrepreneurial activity of the Greeks has long been in
the field of view of N. Terentieva, the commercial factor of
Greek life was widely depicted in her generalizing works
on the ethnic history of the Greeks of Ukraine. The re-
searcher published a number of articles on the history of
Greek entrepreneurship in Odessa (Terentieva, 2001).

Researching the trade and economic activities of
Greek merchants in the Ukrainian lands in the second
half of the 17th-19th centuries, V.S. Volonyts pays atten-
tion to the Greek merchants in Odessa. She emphasizes
that given the great trade opportunities that had been
opened since the accession of Novorossia, in the early
19th century, representative offices of large Greek trading
companies focused on grain exports appeared in Odessa.
The Greeks had special national family traditions of trade,
which accelerated the penetration of Russian exports in
European markets. In the 19th century, the process of
legislative regulation of trade activities of the Greeks of
Odessa took place by granting the rights and privileges
that regulated the mechanisms of obtaining citizenship,
the functioning of foreign trade of Russian-subject Greeks
and Greek-foreigners. According to the researcher, realiz-
ing the role of Greek merchants in the economy of
Novorossiya, since the 1850s, the government had ex-
panded the possibilities of obtaining guilds and privileges
for Greeks, which gradually unified and equalized Rus-
sian-subject Greeks and Greek-foreigners in legal terms
(Volonyts, 2007).

In her research, V.S. Volonyts notes that representa-
tives of wealthy Greek trading families, who had signifi-
cant capital, became the founders of branches of trading
houses in Odessa in order to expand the scope of the
enterprise and develop new markets. Firms were institu-
tions of family business. However, the growth of econom-
ic opportunities, the intensification of trade necessitated
the separation of the branch from the central office and its
functioning as independent trading company. Accumulat-
ing financial resources through the profitable operation of
trading houses, the Greeks showed themselves in indus-
trial and commercial activities. Merchants invested in
profitable and cost-efficient sectors of the economy, light
and food industries, but did not ignore the metallurgical
companies and railway construction. Some businessmen
managed to create profitable companies in the financial
and credit business. Representatives of the Greek mer-
chants played a significant role in the creation of equity
mutual companies, by acquiring shares (units), or in posi-
tions in associated enterprises (Volonyts, 2011b).
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Conclusions

The lack of legal autonomy of the Odessa Greek
community, the mobility of its representatives, their inclu-
sion in the general cosmopolitan urban society did not
contribute to the scientific understanding of the Greeks of
Odessa (unlike Nizhyn and Azov) as a separate commu-
nity with a set of distinctive features. Therefore, their his-
tory was considered within the context of the history of
the foundation and development of the city. Unfortunately,
the traditions of superficial and selective coverage of their
history have survived to this day. Despite the recent ap-
pearance of interesting articles on charitable, trade,
commercial, cultural and educational activities of the
Greek community of Odessa, it is still waiting for an or-
dered and comprehensive study.

Areas of further scientific research are determined by
the need to:

— study of the world of everyday life of the Greeks in
Odessa;

— application of the anthropological approach in the
coverage of the Greek factor in Odessa and going be-
yond the narrow boundaries of descriptive biographies in
the depiction of personality in historical development.
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IPEKWU OECU (KIHELb XVIII - TOYATOK XX CT.): ICTOPIOTPA®IYHUIA BUMIP

Y cTatTi BUBYEHO i CMCTEMATU3OBAHO KOMMNJIEKC OCHOBHUX HAayKOBMX Mpalb i3 NUTaHb €THiIYHOI icTopii rpe-
kiB Ogecu, BugineHo Ta apryMeHTOBaHO eTanu po3BUTKY icTopiorpacivyHoi Tpaguuii gocnigxyBaHoi npo6nemm,
3AINCHEHO MOPIBHANBLHUI aHani3 HanpAMKIB Ta NPiopUTeTIB AOCNIAHULLKOrO NOLWyKy wWwopo rpekiB Opgecu Ta
NPOCTEXEeHOo iX eBONKLUil0 Yy BiANOBIAHOCTI A0 3MiH CYCNiNbHO-NOMITUYHOrO KOHTEKCTY. IcTopiorpadiuHnim po-
po6ok i3 npob6nemu knacudikoBaHO 3a XPOHOSMOrYHUM KpuTepiem. 3asHayeHo, WO 3a iMmnepcbkoi Ao6u gocnig-
HULbKi NOLIYKNW He BMXOOUMU 3a MeXi 3’ACyBaHHS OKPEMMUX NUTaHb NepecerieHHs1 B KOHTEKCTi KOMOHi3aLuiMHoi
noniTMKM pocincbkoro ypsaay. Y AocnigxeHHAX paasiHCbKMX iCTOPUKIB B 3aranbHin icTopii konoHisauii Ogecu
rpekamu BUAINAETbLCSA BillCbKOBa KOMOHi3auis. BogHoyac Ha oco6nuBy yBary paasHcbKoi ictopiorpadii 3acny-
roByBanu couianbHO-eKOHOMiYHi acnekTu (pyHKUiOHYBaHHA rpeubKoi rpoMaaun. Po3limpeHHA cnekTpy Aochi-
[KeHb, BKITIOYEHHS A0 HbOro NMUTaHb KOMEPLUiAHOI, rPOMaACbKoi AiANbHOCTI rpekiB nMpunagace Ha cy4YyacHun
eTan BUBYEHHA Npo6GnemMu 1 noB’A3aHe 3 aKTUBI3auUi€lo rpeubkux cTyAin B YKpaiHi. [loBeaeHo, WO BiACYTHICTL
IOPUANYHOI aBTOHOMII o4eCbKoi rpelbKoi CniflbHOTU, MOGINbLHICTL ii NpeACTaBHUKIB He CNPUANW YCBiAOMIEH-
HIO HAyKOBMM 3aranom rpekis Ogecu (Ha BigMiHY Bifi HDKMHCBKUX Ta NPUAa30BCbKUX) K BUOKPEMIIEHOI CNiflbHO-
TW 3 LinMM KomMnnekcoM camoByTHix puc. Tomy ix icTopis po3rnsganacsa y KOHTEKCTi icTopii 3acCHyYBaHHA Ta po-
3BUTKY MicTa. He 3BakalwuuM Ha nosiBy OCTaHHIM 4YacoM LUiKaBUX cTaTel i3 AOOPOYMHHOI, TOproBesfbHO-
KOMEePLiMHOI, KyNbTYPHO-OCBITHbOI AiANbLHOCTI rpeubkoi cninbHOoTM OpewmnHU, BOHA LWe YeKae Ha BnopsiaKkoBa-
He 1 uinicHe pocnigKeHHs.

Knrovoei criosa: icmopiozpacpisi npobnemu, icmopiogpacbiyHa cumyauisi; 00echKi peku.
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