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плануємо акцентувати нашу увагу на детальнішому вивченні 
теологічного дискурсу, методологічною основою якого виступатиме 
комунікативно-дискурсивний підхід.  
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DISCURSIVE REPRESENTATION OF PRIMARY/SECONDARY 

SCHOOL IN THE TIME OF COVID IN THE MEDIA 

 
The topic of education and schools has touched upon not only teachers 

and students but upon students’ parents and local and state authorities. The 
urgent issues concerning schools are covered in the media as almost everyone 
connected with the educational process is interested in ongoing events and 
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possible ways out of difficult situations when schools are closed and children 
have to study from home.  

The paper is devoted to a contrastive analysis of how PRIMARY and 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS are depicted in the British media. The corpus of 
70 «The Guardian» [1] articles devoted to school issues has been compiled. 
The articles date from late 2020 till early 2021. The corpus has been 
processed with the help of Sketch Engine [2]. The corpus analysis has been 
applied in order to investigate the corpus and the extracted 
PRIMARY/SECONDARY SCHOOL collocations. The critical discourse 
analysis together with contextual interpretation analysis have been used to 
interpret the results obtained and to single out predominant topics raised in 
the media dealing with schools.  

Collocations PRIMARY SCHOOL proved to be used twice more often 
than SECONDARY SCHOOL, with 80 and 40 cases respectively. The 
research concentrates on PRIMARY/SECONDARY SCHOOL collocates 
used as subjects and objects.  

The frequency usage of collocations illustrates the fact that questions 
dealing with primary schools are more often discussed in the media texts and 
theme variety includes more aspects. The examples of collocations 
PRIMARY/SECONDARY SCHOOL+VERB are given in the following 
table.  

 

Table 1 
Primary/secondary school collocations as subject 

 
 
The interpretation of the context helps to sort out examples of 

cooccurrence and enables the analysis of collocates in the articles studied.  
A lot of debates arose with the reopening of primary schools and the 

broadsheet depicts vividly the picture as a possible disaster: The 
government's reckless plan for ... reopening of primary schools risk pouring 
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petrol on to a fire for case rates, hospital admissions and deaths. Whereas 
another article presents the opposite point of view stating that primary 
schools are to stop being taught remotely and pupils should be back to 
schools: Primary schools are unlikely to be affected, and would return 
according to their normal timetable. The situations described are surely to 
happen in different time periods with the government’s decisions weighing 
the risks and necessity of offline education.  

Speaking about SECONDARY SCHOOL+VERB collocations, they all 
have proved to be cooccurrences except two examples: 1) While numbers in 
England's primary schools have continued to rise, attendance in secondary 
schools has remained flat at 5%, which compares the number of pupils from 
primary and secondary schools coming back to classes; 2) Secondary schools 

ask for clarity from UK government on face masks widespread confusion 
after government stops councils enforcing masks in English primary schools, 
which once again demonstrates different authorities’ approaches to pupils 
from different age-groups.  

The Guardian covers various subjects about primary and secondary 
schools, for example, pupils from less favourite surroundings get special 
attention: Vulnerable secondary-aged children and children of key workers 
would be able to return to school from 4 January, regardless of year group. 
Another concern is about wearing masks and comfort while teaching and 
studying: Reports from secondary schools suggested that students and staff 
had adapted well to more stringent mask-wearing routines since they 
returned this week.  

The given table demonstrates the frequency usage of VERB 
+PRIMARY/SECONDARY SCHOOL collocations, with the obvious 
advantage of PRIMARY SCHOOL collocate.  

 

Table 2 
Primary/secondary school collocations as object 
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The interpretation of the passages with the VERB+PRIMARY SCHOOL 

collocations outlines the government concerns about primary schools, which 

is expressed through the verbs instruct, advise, keep, open, reopen, expect: 

Brighton and Hove City Council advised primary schools to delay 

reopening…; The government is expecting primary schools in England to 

reopen…; The Department for Education now expects primary schools to 

provide a minimum of three to four hours of remote education to pupils each 

day…. Whereas the analysis of the two the VERB+SECONDARY SCHOOL 

collocations shows that only EXPECT+ SECONDARY SCHOOL is the 

collocation in this case: The government is expecting secondary schools and 

colleges to recruit and organise volunteers to conduct testing, while those 

unable to do so will require 10-days self-isolation for staff and students 

before returning to school.  

The comparison of issues about primary and secondary schools clearly 

indicates the fact that problems of primary schools are more often revealed in 

the media with more details and various topics, while secondary schools get 

less media attention.  
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