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PROVIDING EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION WITH
PROGRAMS: UKRAINIAN AND EUROPEAN EXPERIENCE

The article presents the results of theoretical study of normative documents of early
childhood education of Ukraine and European Union countries; the opinion of
authoritative scientists on the issue of providing early childhood education of Ukraine is
examined. Attention is focused on the fact that the qualitative development of preschool
children depends on the ability of teachers to ensure the individual development of each
child, so the issue of creating a quality education program is especially relevant. Based on
the analysis of discussion issues related to the providing early childhood educational
institutions with programs, an empirical study of the awareness of preschool teachers and
practitioners with the variety of educational programs for preschool institutions in
Ukraine, their right to choose and create their own. Experience of Bulgaria, Lithuania,
Great Britain, Switzerland is considered. The results of the analysis of state standards and
programs for preschool education shows that there are common views on the education of
preschool children in the European education.

In this article, the authors prove the importance and necessity opportunity for
teachers to create their own programs for the development of preschool children.

Key words: early childhood education; state standarts for early childhood
education; programs for early childhood educational institutions; development programs
for preschool children; comprehensive programs; partial programs; program selection.
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Introduction. Globalization processes in education at the beginning of the 21st
century, the rapid development of society leads to mutual recognition, interpenetration and
interaction at all levels of coexistence in the world. The study and analysis of the European
educational experience and the extrapolation of its best models into the first link of the
system of education in Ukraine is an urgent need of time.

Today, schools, preschool educational institutions, their principles and staff seek to
find their own faces, work styles. At last there are certain conditions for it: teachers have
the right to choose the methods and means of organizing the educational process with
children. In addition, teaching staffs have emerged that bring to life the ideas of educators
of the past and present. They make their statutes based on the concepts of these educators
and other innovations. In this regard, the problem of concession the right for early
childhood teachers to choose and create their own author programs for the organization of
the educational process is becoming more relevant.

Purpose of the Study. Development programs for preschool children in Ukraine
reflect government policies and social order for children's education. During European
integration processes, the early childhood education of European countries is of great
interest. Therefore, the objectives of our study were to study the researches of scientists on
the problems of development and use of programs for early childhood educational
institutions, the analysis of regulatory documents governing the issue, to analyze the
experience of using programs for the development of preschool children in European
countries, to formulate our vision for programs for preschool educational institutions
(Shynkar, Bielienka, Kovalenko, 2020).

Research Methods. According to the objective, a theoretical and practical research
was conducted. Theoretical study was conducted in two stages. The first stage included
the analysis of scientific works of reputable scientists of Ukraine dealing with problems
of early childhood education, the second - the study of legislative and normative base of
the research.
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To accomplish these tasks, we have used such research methods as: observing the
organization of the educational process in preschool institutions using various educational
programs; observing the organization of methodological work with teachers on the use of
different educational programs; selective interviews with principals, methodologists and
early childhood teachers; questionnaire survey of preschool teachers. We conducted an
interview using the Google form. 10 principals, 10 methodologists, 50 teachers from early
childhood educational institutions in the communal property of Kyiv took part in the
research.

On the first stage, the purpose of our study was to familiarize with the publications
of scholars and practitioners on the problem of program selection in Ukraine. It should be
noted that this problem is among the most urgent today. It has been widely discussed in
the scientific community and in the mass media. These are the publications of
H. Bielienka, A. Bohush, O. Dolynna, O. Kononko, O. Kovalenko, K. KTrutii,
V. Kuzmenko, Z. Plohii, T. Ponimanska, O. Proskura, T. Pyrozhenko and others.

According to Ukrainian scientists, the development of a regulatory framework for
the functioning of early childhood educational institutions, the definition of educational
standards, educational programs, scientific and methodological support of early childhood
education is a significant factor in its quality (Vaskivska, Palamar, Kondratiuk, Zhelanova,
2018). In particular, T. Pirozhenko believes that the possibility of choice is the basis for
the development of progressive educational changes, which makes it possible to support
the movement forward and be competitive in the further path of self-realization of a
person. Specialists in early childhood education adhere to their positions - there can be no
one model program (Pirozhenko, 2018).

We fully share O. Kovalenko view that the right and ability to choose is a
significant sign of democracy and a psycho-pedagogical culture, and that personality
begins with choice (Bielienka, Kovalenko, Shynkar, 2020).

The content of the second stage of the theoretical study was the elaboration of
regulatory documents that cover issues of providing early childhood education.

This issue was reflected in such documents as: the State National Program Osvita

(Education: Ukraine of the 21st century), the Laws of Ukraine "On Education and "On
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Early Childhood Education", the Regulations on Early Childhood Education, the
Exemplary Statute of an Early Childhood Educational Institution, a number of orders and
instructional and methodological guidelines letters of the Ministry of Education and
Science of Ukraine.

Thus, the State National Program Osvita (Education: Ukraine of the 21st century)
states that one of the main ways of reforming early childhood education is developing state
and authorial early childhood education programs. This position has been realized over the
last few years.

The next document we worked on was the "Basic Component of Early Childhood
Education” (basoBmii kommoHeHT gomKkiasHOI ocBith (2021)), which is the State
Standard for Early Childhood Education of Ukraine, implemented through programs and
educational and methodological support, approved by the Ministry of Education and
Science of Ukraine.

The updated Law of Ukraine "On Education” (2017) and the guidelines of the
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine (2018, 2019) guarantee every institution of
education and early childhood, in particular, academic, organizational, financial and
personnel autonomy, and the head - in the management of the institution, making
decisions on organization of its work.

In particular, according to the Law of Ukraine "On Preschool Education™ (2001) for
the work with children of early and preschool age, each institution was granted a number
of rights that were not previously. One of them is the development of an educational
program of the institution, which ensures that the level of early childhood education meets
the requirements of The Basic Component of Preschool Education (Ukraine). In addition,
teaching staff of institutions are empowered to determine on their own what existing
comprehensive and partial programs work. It is valuable that the institution can use several
comprehensive and partial programs, in accordance with which the teachers plan
educational work with children. The result of this choice is discussed and approved by the
teachers’ meeting. Consistent with this plan is another document that we have developed.
This is an Exemplary Statute on the Methodical Office of the Early Childhood Educational

Institution (2018). The main tasks of the methodical office include the tasks of

Providing early Childhood Education with Programs: Ukrainian and European Experience 224



ISSN Online: 2312-5829 Educological discourse, 2021, Ne 2 (33)

accumulating in the methodical office of the institution and informing teachers about
programs, novelties of methodological literature and providing assistance in their use.

The following documents we have developed were letters from the Ministry of
Education and Science of Ukraine (2018, 2019) on the lists of educational literature
recommended by the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine for use in educational
institutions in general and early childhood educational institutions, in particular. These
annual letters are issued to inform the pedagogical public about the list of programs and
manuals recommended for use in organizing the educational process during the school
year. Thus, in the 2019-2020 academic year, 11 comprehensive programs, 26 partial, over
20 manuals and over 200 titles of methodological literature were recommended for use in
early childhood educational institutions in Ukraine.

The content of the empirical part of the study was conducting an experiment. At this
stage of the experiment, our tasks were: to study the level of awareness of early childhood
teachers and practitioners with the variety of educational programs for early childhood
educational institutions in Ukraine and the right to choose these programs, to study the
level of providing of early childhood educational institutions with these programs, and to
study the need for methodological support in the selection of educational programs for
early childhood educational institutions.

The main method of our research is observation, we used it in the institutions of the
first link of the system of education when organizing and conducting various types of
practices and practical classes with students. The results of long and selective observations
gave us the reasons to maintain that the vast majority of early childhood educational
institutions have a clear system in the use of educational programs recommended by the
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine in the organization of the educational
process. Teachers use different programs in different early childhood educational
institutions. Some establishments use one or two comprehensive and several partial
programs.

The next method we used is observing the organization of methodological work with
early childhood teachers regarding the use of different educational programs. The results of

the observations give reasons to affirm that only single seminars, master classes are devoted
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to this issue. In our opinion there are several reasons for this. This is the lack of centralized
provision of preschool institutions with variational and partial programs, which leads to the
acquisition of programs and methodological support to them by the teachers themselves at
their own expense; low level of technical support of early childhood educational institutions
for the use of digitized program texts (at best, the presence of one or two stationary
computers in the offices of the administration for the whole institution); low level of
awareness of the content of comprehensive and partial programs of principals and
methodologists of early childhood educational institutions, that is, concentration on work on
one program; frequent instances of reluctance of the administration of institutions to convert
members of the staff from one to another, or other programs, etc., as reported by 30% of
respondents.

The selective discussions and anonymous questionnaires with the principals and
methodologists of early childhood educational institutions, conducted by us, confirmed
the great interest in the right to choose from the list of educational programs, both
comprehensive and partial, recommended by each staff. Most of the respondents said that
they were not ready for the process of creating their own programs. The most accurate
were the statements of directors and teachers-methodologists of early childhood
educational institutions, recorded during our discussions: "Let the programs be written
by scientists and our business is to work with children”, "There are some creative
educators in our institution who could create a small program based on their experience,
but they need help ... Who will provide it?", "If we are still to start writing programs,
when will we execute our duties?" etc.

In parallel with the sample interviews, we surveyed heads of preschool educational
institutions (Fig. 1.)..
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Fig. 1. Results of the survey of early childhood teachers

The results of our anonymous questionnaire were as follows: To the first question
"Are you personally ready to create an educational program of the institution together with
the members of the preschool educational institution staff?" 90% of respondents gave a
negative answer, 8% — expressed a desire for this work, 2% — refused to answer. To the
second question "State the reasons for your negative attitude to the possibility and right to
create an educational program of your institution” 73% of respondents said they were not
ready for this work, 15% — wrote about not understanding why it is needed, 7% — said that
scientists should do it, not practitioners, 5% — refused to answer.

The next method we used is anonymous questionnaire of teaching staff of early
childhood educational institutions. In all educational institutions of the first link that were
covered by the survey, teachers were asked several questions for the research. The results
of the survey were as follows.

75% of the respondents answered the first question in the affirmative, but on the
assumption of providing with them. 20% of teachers gave a negative answer. Among the
reasons was the low level of information support, the long-standing habit of working in
one comprehensive program, the unwillingness to improve professionally compared to

other colleagues. 5% refused to give a direct answer (Fig. 2.).
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Fig. 2. Results of the survey of early childhood teachers

Only 16% of early childhood teachers up to 30 years old answered yes to the second
question. 64% of teachers admitted that they did not understand the question and had
never heard of it. 20% refused to give a direct answer (Fig. 2.).

97% of teachers answered yes to the third question in all early childhood
educational institutions. 3% refused to give a direct answer (Fig. 2.).

Our analysis of the conducted questionnaire gives grounds to confirm the readiness of
the majority of teachers for the use of comprehensive and partial programs in the
educational process and the desire to receive regular methodological help on this issue.

Thus, it can be concluded that most of teaching staff are ready to use in their work
different comprehensive and partial programs, they are "open” to novelties in their work
with children. However, they lack for the providing of these programs and their manuals,
as well as regular on-site methodological support to explain the content and features of
each specific program. This question will be the content of our further research.

The content of the next stage of our study was the development of providing early
childhood education in the European Union with programs. To this effect, we have worked
out and analyzed programs and state standards for early childhood education in Bulgaria,

Lithuania, Great Britain, Switzerland, Germany, etc.
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Analysis of regulatory documents for the development of preschool children in
European countries, in particular national standards for early childhood education of
Bulgarian "State Educational Standards” (/Ibp:xaBHu obGpasoBarennu crangapta, 2016),
Lithuanian "General Early Childhood Education Program" (PrieSmokyklinio ugdymo
bendroji programa, 2014), English "Statutory framework for the early years foundation
stage Setting the standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to
five", the Swiss "Hereinafter referred to as standards "(Laroplan for forskolan, 2018)
allowed us to make the following conclusions:

1. All systems of early childhood education recognize the uniqueness of childhood,
educational work is based on a competent approach, and game is recognized as a leading
activity in an early childhood educational institution.

2. In the state standards of early childhood education of these countries, work is
carried out in different areas of development and learning (in Ukrainian - educational
lines). Work on speech, social, physical, mathematical, artistic development is common to
all programs, but each has several features.

The English programs highlight three main areas of development and learning —
communication and language, physical development, personal, social and emotional
development. Familiarization of children with the social, natural and subject world and the
acquisition of relevant competencies are highlighted in "The Basic Component of
Preschool Education”.

The Bulgarian "State Educational Standard” (Isp>kxaBHu 00pa3oBaTeaHH CTaHIAPTH,
2016) details the artistic direction. It includes music, fine arts and design. Analyzing the
content areas of work, we pay attention to the social and emotional development, which is
present in all programs, but as a separate area, defined by English specialists. Much
attention is paid to language learning in early childhood educational institution. The
English and Ukrainian standards focus on the development of children's communicative
and speaking skills.

3. In our opinion, it is a promising opportunity for teachers to create their own
programs for the development of preschool children. Ukrainian "Basic Component of

Preschool Education”, Lithuanian "General Early Childhood Education Program", English

Kovalenko Olena, Litichenko Olena, 2021 229



ISSN Online: 2312-5829 Ocgitonoriunuii guckype, 2021, Ne 2 (33)

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage Setting standards for learning,
development and care for children from birth to five are state standards and should be the
basis for educational work with children in early childhood education, regardless of the
form of ownership. Lithuanian specialists propose "Guidelines for the Development of the
Early Childhood Educational Institution Curriculum" (IkImokyklInlo ugdymo metodInés
rekomendacljos, 2015), which details for practitioners the features of planning,
educational work, monitoring, ensuring consistency in the quality of work with children.
Interesting is the experience of creating authoring programs for the Swiss Confederation,
which preschool education is considered one of the best in Europe. It is a universally
recognized assessment that has been built up over the decades, thanks to the traditions,
quality of teaching and history of the kindergartens. Many followers of M. Montessori,
R. Steiner, J. Pestalozzi and other famous educators worked here. Kindergartens in
Switzerland are divided by nationality, namely: German, French-Italian and Swiss. The
German cantons pay attention to the general development of children, while the Franco-
Italian cantons prepare children for further education at schools, while the central cantons
give children competences. There are different requirements for the content of work in
early childhood educational institution in every region (canton) of the country. The
concept of a "single program™ for kindergartens is absent, as each institution develops its
own program depending on its field of work.

A similar approach to the content of education, similar to the Swiss Confederation,
has been chosen by Germany for the last few decades. In each of the 16 federal states of
the country there are different requirements for the content of education in general and
especially in early childhood education. Kindergartens of federal (state) subordination
organize educational work with children by the standards. Private institutions organize
their work depending on its direction (religious, trade union, care, health-improving, etc.).
The norm for early childhood teachers is to create their own authoring program for
working with children. In most institutions, on the basis of such a general program
teachers make programs (roadmaps) for each child in the group, taking into account the

individual characteristics of every child. Kindergarten management analyzes and evaluates
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the work of teachers, in accordance with the indicators, as each child moves on his /her
road map and how the teacher helps in this.

However, in our opinion, specially designed programs for the development of
preschool children are important and necessary for practitioners, since they detail the
content and tasks of educational work with preschool children in accordance with state
standards, based on scientific development and innovative experience, the choice of which
remains the right of preschool teachers and parents.

Conclusions. The purpose of our study was to formulate our vision of programs for
preschool educational institutions. For more than half a century, Ukrainian early childhood
educational institutions have been working on a single program that has led to the
emergence of a unitary preschool system. Not everything in it should be criticized.
However, the only compulsory program has led to the emergence of establishing a single
type of early childhood educational institutions with a single content, educational methods
and requirements for its consequences.

This led to a simplification of the educational process, the daily routine, the style of
relationships between early childhood teachers and children, the devaluation of creative
attitude to work with children, psychological personal disorientation.

And today, in our opinion, the warnings of teachers and psychologists of the past
have been taken into account regarding the negative impact of uniform programs
"produced at the center" for public early childhood education. It is the recommendations
for variant programs preschool educational institutions that have become a significant
social, pedagogical and psychological guideline. And the right of teaching staff to create
their own educational programs has become a display of faith and confidence in their own
strength and creativity of preschool teachers.

The experience of European countries is valuable for improving the quality of
Ukrainian early childhood education. The analysis of state standards and programs for
preschool education shows that there are common views on the education of preschool
children in the European educational space.

We consider it promising to further study quality assurance issues of education in

European countries, trends, and factors that affect them. In our opinion, the study of
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effective interaction methods in the teaching staff of a preschool educational institution

and the cooperation of teachers with parents of pupils deserve special attention.
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Kuesckuit YHauBepcurer umenu bopuca [ punyeHko,
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Enena JIuTH4eHKO, KaHAUAAT MIEIATOTUYECKUX HAYK,
CTapIIMil mpemnoaaBaTeab Kapeapsl JOIMIKOILHOTO 00pa30oBaHMs
[Tegarornueckoro MHCTUTYTA,
Kuesckuii YHuBepcurer nMmenu bopuca I puHueHKo,
yi. bynsBapHo-Kynpsisckas 18/2, r. Kues, Ykpauna, o.litichenko@kubg.edu.ua

B cmamve npedcmasnenvl  pesyibmamvl  MEOPEMUYECKO20 — UCCAe008AHUS
HOPMAMUBHBIX OOKYMEHMO8 OOUIKOIbHO20 00pa3osanus Ykpaunvl u cmpan Eeponeiickozo
Coro3a, u3yueHo MHeHUe ABMOPUMEMHBIX YYEHbIX NO BONPOCY NPOSPAMMHO20
obecneuenusi OOUKOIbHO20 00pazoseanus Yrkpaunvl. AKYeHMuposano SHUMAaHUe HA MOM,
Ymo KauecmeeHHoe pazgumue oemetl OOUKOILHOO 803PACMA 3ABUCUM O BO3MOICHOCHU
neoazo208 obecneyums UHOUBUOYAIbHOE DA3BUMUE KAHCO020 pebeHKd, NOIMOMY 80NpPOC
CO30aHUsl KAYeCMBEHHOU NpocpamMmvl 00pa3zosanus ocobenno axkmyaneH. Ha ochose
aHanuza OUCKYCCUOHHBIX BONPOCO8, CEA3AHHLIX C NPOSPAMMHBIM — 0becneyeHuem
yupescoeHull 0OUWKOIbHO20 00PA308aHUs, OCYUWECMBILEHO IMNUPUYECKOe UCCIe008aHUE
0CBEOOMIIEHHOCMU Neda20208-NPAKMUKO8 OOUIKOJIbHBIX VUPEICOeHUll C pasHoobpasuem
00pazo8amenvHbiX NpPocpamMm O0as OOWKOJbHLIX YupedcOeHull 8 YKpaune, Npagom ux
gvlbopa u coz0anus cobcmeenHvlx. Paccmompen oneim  Boneapuu, Jlumevi,
Benuxobpumanuu, Ilseiiyapuu. Pe3yrnomamul ananuza 20cyoapCmeenHvix CmaHoapmos u
npocpamMm OOUKONbHO20 00PA308aHUS NOKA3LIBAIOM, YMO CYUlecmeyiom oowue 632150bl
Ha eocnumanue demeu OOUWKOJILHO20 803pACMA 8 e8PONelcKomM obpazosanuu. B smotl
cmamve  agmopuvl  00KA3bIBAIOM  BANCHOCMb U  HEO0OXO0OUMOCHb  803MONCHOCHU  OJisl
yuumenet co30a8ams cOOCMBEHHbIe NPOPaAMMbL Ol pazsumusi oemell OOUIKOJIbHO2O
go3pacma.

Knwueswvie cnosa: 6vi60p npoepamm; 20Cy0apcmeeHHbix CMaHoapmos 00UKOIbHO2O
0bpazosanust; OOWKOIbHOE 00pa308anue; KOMNJIEKCHble NpOSPaAMMbl; NAPYUATbHLLE
npozpammul; 06pazoeamebHvle NPopamMMbl 0Jis Oemell OOUKOIbHO20 803PACMA.
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Y cmammi npeocmaseneni pezyibmamu meopemuiuno20 onpayr08anHs HOpMAamueHUux
O00KyMeHmie OOwKIiIbHOI ocsimu Yxpainu ma kpain €eponeticbkoeo Coro3y, 6uU84UeHO
OYMKY a8MOpUMemHUX Y4eHUX 3 NUMAHHs NPOSPAMHO20 3a0e3neyueHHsi OOUKIIbHOI oceimu
Ykpainu. 3axyenmysano yeacy na momy, wo AKiCHUl po36umox Oimei OOUKITbHO20 BIKY
3anedxcums 8i0 MONCIUBOCMI Nedazo2ie 3abe3neuumu IHOUGIOYAIbHU PO3BUMOK KOMCHOT
OUMUHU, MOMY NUMAHHS CMEOPEHHs AKICHOI npocpamu oceimu ocobaueo akmyanvhe. Ha
OCHOBI aHani3y OUCKYCIUHUX NUMAHb NO8 A3AHUX 3 NPOSPAMHUM 3a0e3nedyeHHAM 3aK1a0i8
OOWKINIbHOI  0Cc8imu, 30IUCHEHO eMnipuuHe OO0CNIONCEeHHA O0OIZHAHOCMI Nedazozis-
NPaKmuKié OOWKIIbHUX 3aK1A0I8 3 PI3HOMAHIMHICMIO OCBIMHIX NPocpam OJisi OOWKIIbHUX
3axnadie 6 Ykpaiui, npasom ix eubopy ma cmeopeHHs 6énacHux. Pozensinymo oOoceio
boneapii, Jlumeu, Benuxo Bpumanii, [llsetiyapii. Pe3ynomamu ananizy O0epircasHux
CMaHOapmie ma npocpam OOWKLIbHOI 0C8IMU NOKA3YIOMb, W0 ICHYIOMb CRIIbHI NO2AA0U
Ha 8UX08aHHs Oimell OOWKIIbHO20 8IKY 8 €8PONEUCLKIU oceimi. Y yii cmammi aemopu
008005Mb BANCIUBICML [ HEOOXIOHICIMb MOMCIUBOCMI OJIsl 8UUMENI8 CMBOPI0BAMU B1ACHI
npocpamu 0is po3eumKy oimetl OOUKIIbHO20 BIKY.

Knwuosi cnosa: subip npocpam; Oepxcagni cmaHoapmu OOWKIIbHOI 0CBIMU;
OOWKIIbHA 0C8IMA; KOMNAEKCHI Npocpamu; NApyiaibHi Npocpamu; OCEIMHI Npocpamu
dimetl OOWKIILHO2O BIK) .
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