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Abstract

Family, childhood, motherhood, and fatherhood
are protected by the state. Any violence against
and exploitation of a child is punishable by law.
Parents should take care of their child's health,
physical, spiritual, and moral development.
However, society is increasingly facing sexual
violence against minors. Insufficient response to
sexual violence against minors is due to the
latency of this type of crime, lack of awareness
of proper prevention entities with the
peculiarities of sexual violence against children,
improper functioning of the mechanism of
interaction, and international cooperation. Given
the above, it is urgent to pay attention to the study
of international cooperation in the investigation
of sexual crimes against minors. The work aims
to conduct a study of international cooperation in
the investigation of sexual crimes against
children. The subject of the research is public
relations that arise, change, and end in the
process of international cooperation in the
investigation of sexual crimes against minors.
The methodology of the study are such methods
as historical-legal and comparative-legal,
formal-logical; empirical; cognitive; method of
analogy; and program-target. The study analyzes
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AHoTanis

CiM’si, AMTHUHCTBO, MAaTEpUHCTBO Ta OAaTHKIBCTBO
3HaXOAMTBCSA I 3aXHUCTOM JIep)KaBH. byxap-ske
HAaCWJbCTBO HAaJ| JUTHHOI Ta II eKcIuTyaTamis
KaparThCsl 3aKOHOM. BaThbKU MOBHMHHI MiKJIyBaTUCS
PO 310POB’sl TUTUHM, 11 (i3uuHMI, TyXOBHUH Ta
MOpanbHHH  po3BHTOK. OpHak, Bce dacTimme
CYCHIIBCTBO CTHKAETHCSI 3 CeKCyalbHUM
HACHJILCTBOM 1010 JiTeit. Henocrartus
e(eKTUBHICTh pearyBaHHs Ha MPOSBH CEKCYATbHOTO
HACWJILCTBA OO JAiTeH MOB’s3aHa 3 JIATCHTHICTIO
IbOT0 BHUAY 3JIOYMHIB, OpakoM 00i3HAaHOCTI
crieriaabHuX cy0’€eKTiB 3aro00iranHsa 3
0COOJIMBOCTSMH TPOSIBIB CEKCYaIbHOTO HACHIIBCTBA
00  JAiTed, HEHAICKHUM  (QYHKI[IOHYBaHHIM
MEXaHi3My B3aEMOJII1 Ta MDKHapOAHOTO
CHiBPOOITHHITBA. 3 OTJISAY Ha BUKIIAAEHE, BAKINBO
OpUAUINTH  yBary JOCHIUKEHHIO  MDKHApOJHOL
CHiBMpali Wi Yac pO3CTiIyBaHHS CEKCyalbHUX
3JI0YMHIB MO0 AiTedl. MeTor poboTH € 3aifiCHeHHS
JOCJI/DKEHHS. MIDKHApOJIHOI CHiBmpami IMiJ 4ac
PO3CIilyBaHHS CEKCYalIbHUX 3JIOUHHIB MO0 IiTEH.
OO0’€KTOM JIOCHIMIKEHHS € MDKHApOAHA CIHiBIIpPAIls
i Yyac po3CiiyBaHHS CEKCYaTbHUX 3JI0YHHIB MO0
nmiteid. [lpenqmeroM  NOCHIIKEHHS €  CYCIHUIbHI
BIIHOCHHU, 1[I0 BHHHUKAIOTb, 3MIHIOIOTBCSI Ta
NPUNUHSIOTECS B IIPOLECi MIXXHAPOIHOI criBIpani
MiJ yac po3CiiyBaHHs CeKCYaTbHUX 3JI0YHHIB MIOJI0
niTel.. MeToIoori€ro TOCIiKeHHS CKIIaIaloTh TaKi

49 Doctor of Law, Professor, Head of Department of Criminalistics and Criminal Process, University of the State Fiscal Service of

Ukraine, Irpin, Ukraine.

% Doctor of Law, Professor, Honoured Master of Science and Technology of Ukraine, Professor of the Department of Public and

Private Law, Borys Grinchenko Kyiv University, Ukraine.

L PhD in Law, Associate Arofessor of Department of Criminalistics and Forensic Medicine, National Academy of Internal Affairs,

Kyiv, Ukraine.

52 PhD in Law, senior teacher at the Department of Theory of State and Law, National Academy of Internal Affairs, Kyiv, Ukraine.
53 PhD in Law, teacher at the Department of Criminalistics and Forensic Medicine, National Academy of Internal Affairs, Kyiv,

Ukraine.

www.amazoniainvestiga.info

ISSN 2322- 6307

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0

International (CC BY 4.0)

132


https://doi.org/10.34069/AI/2021.40.04.14

\

- AMAZONIA
h I tiga

(]

the specifics of cooperation between different
foreign countries in the investigation of sexual
crimes against children and identifies issues of
such cooperation. Theoretical principles of
prevention of sexual violence against minors
have also been developed and scientifically
substantiated criminological recommendations
have been formed, which are important for
further improvement of international cooperation
and implementation of effective tools of such
cooperation. establishing cooperation between
Ukraine and foreign countries on sexual crimes
against children.

Keywords: crime, punishment, sexual crimes
against children, international cooperation,
investigations, public relations.

Introduction

Violence is one of the main challenges of our
time. At the same time, in Ukraine, this issue, in
particular regarding sexual violence against
children, has been silenced for a long time. First
of all, this is due to the ideological principles of
the Soviet period, later — the cultural features, the
mentality of a large part of Ukrainian society,
when it was generally believed that the sphere of
sexual intercourse can not be the property of the
public. Meanwhile, the sexual violence
experienced by a child has a negative effect on its
further socialization. A child who has been
sexually abused may later show cruelty,
aggression, impulsiveness, prostitution, self-
destructive behavior, etc.

The legal recognition of human rights in the
twentieth century occurred when the United
Nations, in the grim shadow of the Holocaust,
adopted the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights in 1948 (Kharytonov, Kharytonova,
Kolodin, & Tkalych, 2020). With the
development of democracy and the strengthening
of the protection of human rights and freedoms,
the importance and urgency of the
comprehensive security of children from sexual
violence have been reconsidered.

The development of comprehensive measures to
prevent sexual violence against children is a
priority in the current fight against violence in
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METOAM SIK ICTOPHKO-TIPABOBUI Ta MOPIBHSIBHO-
paBoBUM;  (QopManbHO-JIOTIUHUN;  eMIipUYHUI;
Mi3HABAJIILHUNA; METOJA  aHaJorii, aHKETYBaHHS,
porpaMHo-IinsoBUd. Pesynbratn nociimkenHs. B
pe3yibTaTi  JOCHIDKEHHs OyAe MpoaHalli3oBaHO
0COOJIMBOCTI CIiBIpalli MK pPi3HUMU 1HO3EMHUMHU
JIepKaBaMH TIiJ] 4Yac PO3CIiTyBaHHS CEKCYaTbHUX
3JI04MHIB IIOJO AiTed Ta 3’sicoBaHO MPOOIEMHI
MUTaHHS Takoi cmiBmpami. Takoxk po3poOieHo
TEOPETHYHI 3acaay 3aroliraHHs CEeKCYalbHOMY
HACHJIBCTBY ILIOJIO AiTed Ta CHOPMOBAHO HAYKOBO
OOIPYHTOBaHUX KPHMIHOJIOTIYHUX pPEKOMEHIALIH,
0  MalTh  3HAUYeHHS  JUII  HOAAJIBIIOTO
BIOCKOHAJIEHHS  MDKHApoJHOI  cIHiBOpaui  Ta
BITPOBAJI)KCHHSI II€EBUX IHCTPYMEHTIB TaKOT CITiBIIpaIli
Ta 3poOJIEHO BHCHOBKM, 1IN0 JUIi  IUTAHOL
MDKHapOAHOI CHiBIpali 3 JOCITiKYBaHHX IHTAaHb
iCHy€e HEOOXiIHICTh NIPUHHATTS HOPMATUBHUX AKTiB,
IO CIIPHUATUMYTh HAJIATOJKCHHIO CIiBPOOITHUIITBA
YkpaiHu Ta iHO3eMHHX JEpKaB 1100 CEKCYyalbHUX
3JI0YUHIB NIOJO0 JIITEH.

KnrodoBi cioBa: 35104MH, IOKapaHHs, CEKCyalbHi
3M0YMHU WIOAO JiTel, MDKHApOAHA CIIBIpAaIl,
PO3CIilyBaHHs, CyCITiIbHI BiTHOCHHHU.

Ukraine, but, as practice shows, it is still not
efficient enough.

To combat such forms of violence, the Council
of Europe has adopted the most comprehensive
legal instrument in this field, namely the Council
of Europe Convention on the Protection of
Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual
Abuse, which aims to prevent sexual exploitation
and sexual abuse of children; to protect children
who have been victims of sexual offenses and to
prosecute perpetrators.

Given the above, it is necessary to analyze the
specifics of international cooperation in the
investigation of sexual crimes against children,
identify problematic aspects, and develop ways
to solve problems and improve international
cooperation.

Theoretical Framework or Literature Review

International cooperation in the investigation of
sexual crimes against children has been studied
by the following scientists: Schmidt (2010),
Brych (2010), Humin (2009), Deryagin (2005),
Zhuravel (2013), Galay (2014), Melnik, &
Khavronyuk (2018), Popov (2020), Romantsova
(2013), and Tulyakov (2001); Chornous,
Nikitina-Dudikova, Lepei, Antoniuk, and
Fridman-Kozachenko (2021).
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Thus, Schmidt (2010) defined sexual violence
against minors. Violence against minors, abuse,
regardless of the needs of the child —a wide range
of actions that harm the infant by people who
care for him. These actions pose a serious threat
to the child's health and safety, violating the
infant’s right to protection, support, and care
from adults. The author also identifies several
forms of child abuse: physical, psychological,
and moral.

In addition, Brych (2010) analyzed crimes
against sexual freedom and sexual integrity of a
person under the laws of Ukraine and drew
attention to the composition of the crime, the
subjects who commit it, and the peculiarities of
its regulation in Ukraine. The author has formed
new approaches to defining the essence of such
acts as rape, forcible gratification of sexual
passion in an unnatural way, and other
encroachments on sexual freedom and sexual
integrity.

It should be stated, that Humin (2009)
investigated  the  peculiarities  of  the
criminological characteristics of a person in
violent crimes. The author under criminal law
violence means intentional socially dangerous
and illegal influence carried out through physical
or mental assault on other persons, as a result of
which harm is caused or a real threat to life,
health, honor, dignity, and other rights of citizens
is created, which are provided and guaranteed by
the Constitution and Laws of Ukraine.

Furthermore, Deryagin (2005) analyzed, in
detail, the methods of prevention of sexual
violence and drew attention to the fact that to
prevent such violence it is necessary to take
precautionary measures, namely to conduct
educational activities on the issues under study.
Moreover & Zhuravel (2013) conducted socio-
pedagogical work on the prevention of violence
against children. Likewise, Galay (2014)
examined the international experience of
preventing and combating domestic violence.
The works of the author are the basis of this
study.

The attention should be paid to the work of
Popov (2020). He examined sexual exploitation
and sexual violence against children using
electronic means of communication and urgent
countermeasures. Thus, the author believes that
one of the ways to prevent and combat such
offenses should be a broad information campaign
to cover, in particular: children's rights and
threats to them in the digital environment;
information systems on governmental and non-
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governmental institutions and organizations that
carry out activities in this area and can provide
professional advice and assistance to victims;
and national hotlines. According to the author,
the development of specialized training programs
for operatives and investigators of the National
Police, the State Bureau of Investigation, the
Security Service of Ukraine, judges, prosecutors,
and lawyers is equally essential in combating
violations of children's rights and freedoms.
Thus, according to paragraph 109 of the annex to
Recommendation CM / Rec (Council of Europe,
2018) 7, Member States need to allocate
adequate resources and provide initial and
continuing training for law enforcement officers,
members of the judiciary, and professionals
working with and for children. Conducting such
training should contribute to improving
knowledge about children’'s rights in the digital
environment; preventing the risks that children
face on the Internet; recognizing signals that a
child may be the victim of online harm, violence,
abuse, and exploitation, and taking steps to do so.
In addition to specialized disciplines, which are
taught directly in higher education institutions,
according to the author, it is considered
appropriate to conduct joint (interdepartmental)
classes — training, seminars, round tables, etc. -
with the involvement of judges, prosecutors,
lawyers, and investigators. Joint training will
allow forming in these categories of participants
the same vision of the problem, the existing
practices of combating violent crimes against
children with the use of electronic means of
communication and digital systems.

It should be added, that Romantsova (2013)
conducted a criminological description of
persons who commit sexual violence against
children. Thus, the researcher comprehensively
developed theoretical principles of prevention of
sexual violence against children and formulation
of  scientifically = based  criminological
recommendations that are important for further
improvement of this type of legal practice in
Ukraine and identified the criminological content
of the service method as a basic method of
victimological influence; proved the expediency
of systematization of forms of sexual violence
against children, taking into account their
medical and legal criteria, thus established the
features of criminal forms of sexual violence,
namely: transparent regulation of actions in the
provisions of the Special Part of the Criminal
Code of Ukraine (Law No. 2341-I11, 2001);
increased public danger; the generalized nature
of the manifestation of violent sexual deviations
(for example, the satisfaction of sexual desire in
an unnatural way); combined into harmonious
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integrity of methods of assistance, persuasion,
and protection. The author developed a
criminological portrait of a person who commits
sexual violence against a child, namely: a male
person aged 18-35, a citizen of Ukraine, who is
usually an acquaintance or relative of the victim,
unemployed, with secondary or secondary
special education. Such a person usually does not
have a permanent sexual partner, or certain
sexual deviations are observed, which mostly
leads to the use of sexual violence against a child.

Finally, Tulyakov (2001) analyzed the problems
of combating violent crime in Ukraine. Also, the
researcher pays considerable attention to
defining the prerequisites for the formation of
criminal victimology as an independent scientific
field, describes the basic concepts, principles,
and scientific apparatus of victimology theory,
and considers the fight against violent crime
through the prism of victimology policy in
society, identified prospects for criminal and
preventive policies to limit victimization in
Ukraine.

In addition, the study analyzed the comments of
criminal procedure legislation, general textbooks
on criminal law, analytical articles describing the
features of protection of children from sexual
exploitation and sexual violence, foreign
experience in preventing violent crimes, and
statistics on the state and structure of crime in
Ukraine (Council of Europe, 2019; State
Statistics Service of Ukraine, 2019; Tatsia,
Borisova, & Tyutyugina, 2015; Ministry of
Internal Affairs of Ukraine, 2021).

Thus, from the above analysis of the literature, it
can be concluded that the analysis of the
investigation of sexual crimes against children is
conducted by many scholars, but the attention to
international cooperation in the investigation of
such crimes is insufficient. Given this, there is a
need to analyze in more detail the specifics of the
investigation of crimes against children.

A large number of works by domestic and
foreign scientists are devoted to the study of
issues related to the research topic.

Methodology

Firstly, historical-legal and comparative-legal
methods were used in the study to determine the
state of research on the problem of sexual
violence against children. Thus, this method
allows us to understand that in different historical
periods, attention to sexual violence against
children has been paid differently. For example,

in the Soviet period, this kind of violence was not
studied and it was considered that it does not
exist at all, while in 2014-2021 more and more
attention is paid to the study of the research
question. In particular, the comparative-legal
method was used to analyze the legislation of
individual European countries in the study area,
as well as to identify the main areas of
cooperation between these countries within
international organizations.

What is more, the formal-logical method was
used in the process of defining the concept of
sexual violence against children and detailed
interpretation of sexual crime. Using this
method, a definition of the concept of sexual
crime was provided, as well as existing
definitions, were analyzed and attention was paid
to their problematic issues and inconsistencies.

Further, the empirical method helped to clarify
the problematic issues of legal practice in the
investigation of crimes, prevention of sexual
violence against children. Because of this
method, the specifics of the investigation of
crimes against children and the importance of
international cooperation were clarified; and an
algorithm of actions was developed to improve
the current state of the research issue.

Additionally, the cognitive method was used to
establish the specifics of forms of sexual violence
and the characteristics of persons exposed to such
violence and committing sexual crimes against
children, as well as to justify the importance of
using criminological knowledge in planning and
implementing measures to prevent sexual
violence against them.

Moreover, the method of analogy was used in
formulating proposals for improving the forms
and methods of interaction between the subjects
of prevention of sexual violence against children
and the commission of sexual crimes against
them. This method helped to distinguish common
features between sexual crimes against children
and other violent crimes.

Finally, the program-targeted method was used
to develop legislative changes to prevent the
commission of sexual violence and sexual crimes
against children. This method was used to
comprehensively analyze existing programs and
regulations, set goals for effective investigation
of sexual crimes against children, and develop
effective mechanisms for combating and
international cooperation to identify,
successfully investigate and prevent the
recurrence of such crimes.
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Results and Discussion

General provisions on sexual crimes against
children in Ukraine

The current legislation of Ukraine and increasing
attention to combating sexual violence against
children in Ukraine shows that our society today
is not ready to comprehensively confront this
negative phenomenon, and national legislation
needs to be improved and brought closer to the
best practices of other countries.

The main international document that regulates
this issue is the Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms
(United Nations, 1950) and the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (United Nations, 1989).

In Ukrainian legislation, the main legal document
is the Constitution of Ukraine (Law No. 254k/96-
BP, 1996). Among special legislation acts, the
following should be mentioned: Criminal Code
of Ukraine (Law No. 2341-111, 2001), On Child
Protection (Law No. 2402-111, 2001), On
Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of
Ukraine Concerning Counteraction to the
Distribution of Child Pornography (Law No.
1819-VI, 2010), On prevention and
counteraction to domestic violence (Law No.
2229-VI1Il, 2017), On Ensuring Equal Rights and
Opportunities for Women and Men (Law No.
2866-1V, 2005), About the statement of the
Instruction on the organization of activity of
district police officers (Order No. 650, 2017), On
the protection of public morality (Law No. 1296-
1V, 2003) etc.

In general, the Council of Europe Convention on
the Protection of Children against Sexual
Violence and Sexual Exploitation (CETS No.
201), adopted in October 2007, aims to:

a) preventing and  combating  sexual
exploitation and sexual abuse of children;

b) protecting the rights of children who have
been sexually exploited and sexually abused,
and;

c) promoting national and international
cooperation in combating  sexual
exploitation and sexual abuse of children.

The Annex to Recommendation CM / Rec (2018)
7 of the Committee of Ministers (Council of
Europe, 2018) to member states on the principles
of observance, protection, and realization of the
rights of the child in the digital environment of 4
July 2018 (hereinafter — Recommendation CM /
Rec (Council of Europe, 2018) 7) states that

These guidelines assist relevant stakeholders in
the implementation of rights enshrined in
international and European conventions and
human rights standards, taking into account the
case-law of the European Court of Human
Rights. Namely:

a) to guide States in formulating legislation,
policies, and other measures to promote the
full range of children's rights in the digital
environment and to consider the full range of
ways in which the digital environment
affects children's well-being and human
rights;

b) facilitate the development, implementation,
and monitoring by States of an integrated
strategic and coordinated approach that
reflects the approaches set out in these
guidelines;

¢) Ensure that States require businesses and
other relevant stakeholders to be responsible
for the observance of children's rights in the
digital environment and to encourage them
to uphold and promote such rights, and;

d) Ensure concerted action and cooperation at
the national and international levels for the
respect, protection, and realization of the
rights of the child in the digital environment.

Therefore, expanding  cooperation  with
international organizations and institutions
should be one of the ways to increase the
effectiveness of protection of children's rights
and freedoms in the digital environment. At the
same time, it should be noted that such work
should be based not on copying the legal norms
and experience of other countries, but on their
thorough analysis, developing their approaches
to child protection, taking into account national
realities and existing legal mechanisms.

According to paragraph 21 of the Council of
Europe Strategy on the Rights of the Child
(2016-2021) (Council of Europe, 2016), the
digital environment provides many opportunities
for children through computers, game consoles,
tablets, or smartphones. Internet access and
digital literacy are already seen today as part of
the rights of the child, in particular, to freedom of
expression and education (Council of Europe,
2019).

Paragraph 51 of the annex to Recommendation
CM / Rec (2018) 7 (Council of Europe, 2018)
states that there are some issues related to the
healthy development and well-being of children
that may arise from the effects of the digital
environment, including, but not limited to, the
risks regarding damage from:
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- sexual exploitation and abuse, harassment
for sexual purposes (“grooming", abuse),
online recruitment of children to commit
crimes, participation in extremist political or
religious movements or for human
trafficking (contact risks);

- humiliating and stereotypical portrayal and
excessive sexualization of women and
children; depicting and glorifying violence
and  self-harm, including  suicide;
derogatory, discriminatory or  racist
statements or incitement to such behavior;
advertising, adult content (content risks);

- intimidation, harassment and other forms of
harassment, distribution without the consent
of sexual images, blackmail, hate speech,
hacking, gambling, illegal downloading or
other infringements of intellectual property
rights, commercial exploitation (risks of
conduct);

- overuse, sleep deprivation, and physical
harm (health risks).

Of course, the above list of threats is not
exhaustive. In the context of the above, it should
be noted that changes in national legislation are
not as dynamic as modern life requires, but
assistance to children who have been victims of
sexual violence should be provided today.

Today there is responsibility for the import,
production, sale, and distribution  of
pornographic items (Article 301 of the Criminal
Code of Ukraine), however today Criminal Code
of Ukraine does not provide criminal liability for
the use, acquisition, storage, download, access to
materials depicting sexual violence against
children.

In addition, national legislation does not provide
definitions of such concepts as "grooming",
"sextortion”, etc. In such circumstances, the
provisions of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (Law
No. 2341-111, 2001) and the Criminal Procedure
Code of Ukraine (Law No. 4651-VI, 2012) need
to be improved.

Therefore, there is an urgent need to update the
legal framework, which would meet modern
requirements and create a basis for effective
prevention of sexual violence against children
and its prevention.

It is also important to note that the State Social
Program "National Action Plan for the
Implementation of the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child until 2021" (Resolution No.
453, 2018) identifies one of the priorities of
public authorities and civil society to create a

Volume 10 - Issue 40 / April 2021

safe information space for children, namely:
ensuring the protection of personal data of the
child and other confidential information about
him; ensuring the safety of children in the
information space; introduction of a system of
socio-pedagogical work with parents on the
safety of children in the information space.

Therefore, an essential area for preventing and
combating sexual crimes against children should
be a broad information campaign to cover, in
particular: children's rights and threats to them in
the digital environment; information systems on
governmental and non-governmental institutions
and organizations that carry out activities in this
area and can provide professional advice and
assistance to victims; national hotlines.

Features of international cooperation in the
investigation of sexual crimes against children

There is great hope for international cooperation
as a way to increase the effectiveness of
combating sexual exploitation and sexual
violence against children.

Thus, noting the expansion of cooperation with
international institutions and organizations, it is
worth emphasizing the capabilities of the
International Criminal Police Organization
"Interpol” to combat sexual exploitation and
sexual violence against children. According to
Art. 2 of the Constitution (Interpol, 1956) of this
international organization, the purpose of its
activities are:

e to ensure and promote the widest possible
mutual assistance between all criminal
police authorities within the current
legislation of the country and in the spirit of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

e to establish and develop all institutions that
can successfully contribute to the prevention
and fight against crime.

We would like to pay special attention to Interpol
databases, which provide the opportunity to
collect and process information from anywhere
(Brych, 2010).

It should be stated that the Interpol unit for
crimes against children, which operates within
the framework of the program to combat
organized crime and new types of crimes, is
directly responsible for combating crimes
committed against children. The task of this unit
is to coordinate and respond to crimes committed
against children, especially those with signs of
sexual violence and exploitation. The central part
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of the unit's work is the identification of victims.
To this end, he maintains and administers the
international database on child sexual
exploitation (Popov, 2020).

International Child Sexual Exploitation database
(Interpol, 2021) is intelligence and investigative
tool that enables specialized investigators to
share data on cases of sexual abuse of children.
Using image and video comparison software,
investigators can instantly establish links
between victims, perpetrators, and crime scenes.
Duplicate is not possible in this database. The
investigator is always aware of finding or
identifying several images in another country or
of similar features of one image with others.
Using an international database of child sexual
exploitation, specialized investigators from more
than 50 countries share information and data with
their counterparts from around the world.

The activities of non-governmental organizations
are extremely important in the context of
combating sexual violence against children
online. For example, the international
organization ECPAT (2021) — End Child
Prostitution in Asian Tourism is a worldwide
network of NGOs working together to eliminate
all forms of sexual exploitation of children,
including sexual exploitation of children in
prostitution, trade sites for sexual purposes
(forced and early marriages, etc.), sexual
exploitation online and sexual exploitation of
children in the field of travel and tourism.

ECPAT has a special consultative status with the
United Nations Economic and Social Union and
is a member of a wide range of partnerships and
alliances. Governments, NGOs, and other
organizations often turn to ECPAT for technical
expertise, recognizing its status as a superior
international community of NGOs working to
eliminate the sexual exploitation of children.

Particular attention should be paid to the
activities of the Circle for Children (2021) — a
non-profit organization, which is located in
Brussels, and the work of which is aimed at
promoting European activities to strengthen
national children's protection systems. The
principal purpose of the functioning of this
organization is a combination of the experience
of legislative and political events of the European
Union with the experience of practitioners from
the entire region to ensure improvement in the
living standards of children. Child Circle
contributes to expert consultations in the
institutions and agencies of the European Union
and the Council of Europe. The organization is a
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partner in regional projects providing leadership
and tools to subjects to protect children from
violence in Europe, in particular in the field of
asylum and migration, sexual violence against
children, and justice, adherent to children. Child
Circle also conducts research, forms expert
reports, and supports the development of
capacity for children protection for organizations
at the regional and national levels.

As we can see, the proposed ways to increase the
effectiveness of combating sexual exploitation
and sexual violence against children need to be
implemented as soon as possible.

Problematic issues of international cooperation
in the investigation of sexual crimes against
children

It is crucial to bring national legislation into line
with Ukraine to facilitate the implementation of
the Lanzarote Convention (Council of Europe,
2007). Such implementation is an excellent
opportunity to consider whether and how
Ukraine can benefit from international
experience and practical resources to provide all
participants with procedures, tools, and skills to
respond to child victims of violence and the
proper realization of their rights.

It is also necessary to oblige the authorities to
respond to violence against children at the
national level in compliance with relevant
international recommendations, including the
Council of Europe Guidelines on Child-Friendly
Justice (Council of Europe, 2010) and the
General Comment of the UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child No. 13 (United Nations,
2011). At the international level, actively
promote and influence the reporting and
monitoring of relevant Council of Europe bodies,
including the Committee of the Parties to the
Lanzarote Convention (Council of Europe,
2021a) and Group of Experts on Action against
Trafficking in Human Beings (Council of
Europe, 2021b), as well as the UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child (United Nations, 2021).

The experience of European countries shows that
there is neither a single way nor a single model
for  establishing  effective international
cooperation in the investigation of sexual crimes
against children. At the same time, ratification of
international and European law provides a
necessary basis for the establishment and
operation of law enforcement agencies, as it
obliges the Member States to take concrete
measures to prevent and combat violence against
children, to protect children during criminal
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investigations and trials and to provide
comprehensive and coordinated services for
child victims of violence. However, further
regulatory reform is needed to fully implement
international standards. Effective interagency
case management requires more detailed
provisions and mechanisms for coordination,
information exchange, and joint planning. The
study repeatedly returns to the limited human
resources available, as well as concerns that staff
is not adequately trained in most disciplines. The
main thing is that there is a will to implement the
proposed changes in life.

In Ukraine, it is equally important to improve the
mechanism of interaction between children's
services, social protection institutions, centers of
social services for families, children and youth,
law  enforcement  agencies, educational
institutions, health care facilities, which are
defined in the Procedure for consideration of
appeals and notifications child abuse or threat of
its commission established by the Ministry of
Social Policy of Ukraine, the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of Ukraine, the Ministry of Education and
Science of Ukraine, the Ministry of Health of
Ukraine (Order No. 564/836/945/577, 2014).

With regard to further research, attention should
be paid to the possibility of settling the issue of
signing international agreements for cooperation
in the investigation of sexual crimes against
children. A more detailed study of the
circumstances affecting the detection of sexual
crimes against children should be paid in the
condition of the one of the main problems of our
time, which can put humanity on the verge of
extinction — pandemic of the new virus COVID-
19. It is associated with an unprecedented
narrowing of human rights and freedoms around
the  world (Tkalych,  Safonchyk, &
Tolmachevska, 2020).

Conclusions

As a result of the study, a study of international
cooperation in the investigation of sexual crimes
against children was conducted and the following
conclusions were made:

1. Victims of sexual crimes often remain
invisible and vulnerable to further violence,
with little help to recover from physical and
mental trauma and bring perpetrators to
justice. When sexual abuse is reported,
children often become vulnerable.

2. Raising the level of awareness of parents and
children,  studying  positive  foreign
experience and adapting it to national needs,
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expanding cooperation with international
governmental  and non-governmental
organizations and institutions, developing
and implementing specialized courses for
professionals will promote activities aimed
at combating the crimes under investigation
and can be the first effective steps of society
and the state in ensuring the protection of the
rights and freedoms of children in this area.

3. Information on the prevalence of sexual
violence against children in Europe indicates
that the consequences of sexual violence are
often associated with serious consequences
for the physical and mental health and
development of the child.

4. Sexual violence against children remains a
severe problem in most countries under the
guise of secrecy, stigma, and taboo. Only a
small number of victims are revealed and
often with a long delay. Registered cases do
not always lead to a criminal investigation or
trial. Underestimation of data continues to
be a grave problem throughout Europe,
including in Ukraine.
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