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CIVILIZED MEDIA REFORM 
 

Shpak Viktor, 
Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor 

Borys Grinchenko Kyiv University 

 

A civilized media reform is certainly overdue. The industry has long been in a state 

of stagnation. The current military events could be a turning point. More and more 

young journalists are entering the arena. We often grumble, they say, today's youth are 

looking for profession only good earnings, but some kind of prestige. I realized that I 

was wrong. Dozens of young boys and girls, yesterday's students, made reports from 

the hottest spots in the country. They took risks, but carried information to people, 

fulfilled their professional and civic duty. They are the future of our journalism. 

Now, many young journalists see their future in the political sphere. However, 

sooner or later satiety with politics sets in and other spheres of life come to the fore. 

So the field for creativity is open. Operational information will be transferred to the 

electronic media. Already, today the vast majority of publications use the Internet as 

an additional resource. Also a serious niche for the application of forces. That's just the 

state should legalize the labor activity of Internet publications. 

Skeptics predict a quick death for the print media. I think we have enough time to 

spare. Another thing is that the press must change. It all depends on whether the 

newspaper is interesting or not, whether there is something to read in it, or whether it 

is empty. Some publications even today do not even take for free. 

Analytical, specialized and regional publications seem promising. 

Unfortunately, most editorial offices are economically dependent. Often, the editor 

is forced to bow to the founders or other investors in search of money for existence. 

The task of the state is to legislatively ensure the rules of the game in the industry. 

The relationship between the founder, editor and editorial staff must be clearly 

regulated. 

A journalist is a communicator between society and government, so both parties 

should be interested in creating optimal working conditions for media workers with 

civilized rules. 

Add here the galloping rise in paper prices and the constant decline in the 

purchasing power of the population, it is not difficult to understand that most 

newspapers today are in a very difficult economic situation. 

In a market economy, the state of the advertising market is a mirror image of the 

state of the country's economy. This is an objective reality. 

The solution is both simple and complex at the same time - to cut costs as much as 

possible and make each issue of the newspaper relevant to readers. People will not buy 

an expensive and uninteresting newspaper. 

More global problems also need to be addressed. Our printing industry is almost 

completely dependent on imported consumables, primarily paper and offset plates. Any 

fluctuation in the exchange rate and this is already a problem for the industry. Does the 

state really indifferently that millions of dollars are spent on the purchase of these 
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goods abroad, developing the economy of other countries. After all, there were 

proposals to build a paper mill using straw as a raw material. Or, having huge 

metallurgical capabilities, it is impossible to arrange the production of aluminum offset 

plates? There is a serious field for the activities of the State Committee for Television 

and Radio. 

It is often said that it is worth reconsidering education in the field of journalism, 

which allegedly is largely outdated and no longer relevant. After all, students can get 

much more useful knowledge in journalism courses that are so popular now than in 

universities. In my opinion, fundamental knowledge can only be obtained at a 

university, no courses can replace it. 

Today's editor, in the classical sense, and yesterday's editor are two big differences. 

The editor should not only be a professional philologist, but also understand 

accounting, be an economist, manager, marketer, lawyer, psychologist, etc. Separately, 

it should be said about the training of a journalist.  

The widespread thesis that anyone can become a journalist, in my opinion, is 

erroneous. A journalist must be born and then educated in order to become a highly 

qualified specialist in his field. It's just like an artist. A person, having a talent from 

God, improves his skills in educational institutions in order to become a real master of 

the brush. Isn't that so? It is much easier to prepare an ordinary painter.  

Undoubtedly, the modern system of training a journalist requires constant 

improvement. We need to bring back creative competitions, change the very system of 

training, we need to “sculpt” journalists who are able to work in modern conditions. 

Quite a few programs for training journalists include a lot of superfluous things, there 

are not enough training courses directly in the specialty. 

Media executives are interested in having multifunctional employees. The reasons 

for this are primarily economic. It's great when a highly professional journalist can 

perform other functions of the editorial process. It is worse when an employee can 

perform many processes, including his main task, but with mediocre quality. 

As for censorship, not to be confused with “temniki”, it always exists and will exist 

as long as there are any restrictions in society. For a journalist, self-censorship should 

be the most important thing. 

A medical student, becoming a doctor, takes the Hippocratic Oath. Perhaps the time 

has come for journalists to take their oath of professionalism, objectivity and honesty. 

Information also heals or kills. 
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