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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the paper is: to reveal the content and forms of charitable aid provided by
the Young Men’s Christian Association (UMCA) in the camps of interned Ukrainian soldiers of
the UPR Army in Poland during a certain chronological period, as well as to determine its
overall amount and impact on the everyday life of camp residents and their family members.

The research novelty is demonstrated by the all-sided coverage of the whole amount of
the YMCA'’s activities, whose members initiated a humanitarian aid campaign in the
internment camps, thanks to which it became possible to organize a full cultural and
educational life of the campers, as well as to satisfy the basic needs of children and women
most suffering from hard living conditions of camp life.

Conclusions: The content of the YMCA support campaign in the camps was material
assistance to improve nutrition for children, organization of their special care (creation of
kindergartens and maintenance of their staff), and purchase of clothing for children and
women, assistance to women in childbirth. At the same time, the Association intensively
supported the activities of camp cultural, artistic and educational centers, and in particular
amateur theaters, choruses and orchestras. The unconditional merit of the YMCA was the
development of sports, for which the latter never spared money - equipping gyms, purchasing
special equipment for them. At the same time, the YMCA relied on the development of game
sports (football, volleyball, basketball, etc.), participation in which enabled to stabilize the
emotional state of the military, forced to spend much of time in camp isolation. But the most
important aspect was that the YMCA gave a possibility to the internees to acquire new
knowledge and specialties, creating additional opportunities for them to integrate into the
socio-economic life of their new countries of residence. Thus, thanks to the YMCA, camp
schools and courses became able to fulfil their educational mission, and the internees - to
overcome difficulties of the first months of staying in camp isolation.

Keywords: Young Men'’s Christian Association, charitable assistance, interned Ukrainian
soldiers, camp, Poland
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AHOTALIA

Mema cmammi: BCTaHOBUTH 3MiCT i pOpMHU XapHUTAaTUBHOI JIONOMOTH, IKa HaJaBasacs
MoJ10A1>)KHOI0 XPUCTHUSHCBKOIO aconialji€lo y Tabopax iHTEpHOBaHUX BOSIKiB-yKpaiHLiB ApmMil
YHP y [Mosb1ii y BUBHaY€HUH XPOHOJIOTIYHUH Nepio/], @ TAKOXK BU3HAYMTH il 3arajibHUMN 06cAT
i cTyniHb BIVIMBY Ha MOBCSAKJEHHS TabOPsH i YieHiB ix ciMmel.

Haykoea Hoeu3Ha moJjAra€ y LiJiCHOMY BHCBITJEHHI BCiX MpOSABIB AiJIBHOCTI
MoJiozi>kHOT XpUCTHUAHCBKOI aconjanii, 4JeHu AKOi 3an04aTKyBaJ/Id TYMaHiTapHO-J0IOMOTOBY
aKLilo y Tabopax iHTEpPHOBAHUX, 3aBJASKH SKil CTaJ0 MOXX/JIMBUM OpraHi3yBaTH IMOBHOIiHHE
KyJIbTYPHO-OCBITHE »KHUTTS TabOpsIH, a TaKOX 33/I0BOJIbHUTH HaWHEOOXiAHIl KUTTEBI
noTpe6bu aiTed i KiHOK, fIKi HalbGinblle noTepmasu BiJi CKJAJHUX YMOB TabopOBOro
icHyBaHHA.

Bucnoeku: 3mictom pgomomoroBoi aknii YMCA y Tabopax cTajio MaTepiajibHe
3abe3neyeHHs1 MOJIIMLIEHHS] Xap4uyBaHHA /I AiTel, opraHisauis ix crmerjaJbHOrO JOTJASAY
(cTBOpeHHS1 AUTCAAKIB Ta YTPUMaHHA IX MepCcoHasy), NPUAGAHHS OJATY JJs AiTel i KiHOK,
JomoMora mnopogiuito. OpHodyacHO Acouianifd IHTEHCMBHO HiATpUMyBaJja [isJIBHICTb
TabOPOBUX KYJbTYPHO-MHUCTELbKHUX Ta OCBITHIX OCcepe/IKiB i, 30KpeMa, aMaTOPCbKUX TeaTpiB,
XOpiB Ta opkecTpiB. besnepeynoro 3acayrorwo YMCA cTaB po3BUTOK CIIOPTY, [iJIS1 YOI'O OCTaHHA
HIKOJIM He IIKOJyBaja KOLITiB - OGJALITOBYIOYM CIOPT3aJjH, 3aKyNOBYIOYH CIeliasbHe
o6siagHaHHA A HuX. [Ipu nbomy YMCA 3po6usio CTaBKy Ha PO3BUTOK irpOBUX BU/IIB CIIOPTY
(byT6o0a, Boste601, GackeTOOJ1 Ta iH.), y4aCcTh B AKUX J03BOJIsAJIA CTAbiIi3yBaTH eMOI[iHHUI
CTaH BOSIL[TBA, 3MYLIEHOr0 NPOBOJUTH 3HAYHY YaCTHHY CBOI'0 4acy B Tab0opoBiH izousmnil. Ane
HalroJyioBHIIIMM OyJsio Te, mo AisyibHicTb YMCA [o03Bosisiia iHTEPHOBAaHMM HabyTH HOBI
3HaHHA Ta $axu, CTBOPIOIOYH /IS HUX A0JATKOBI MOXJ/IMBOCTI J1s iHTerpauii y cycnisibHO-
€KOHOMIYHEe XXUTTH KpaiH ix ociaky. Takum unHoM, 3aBJsAku YMCA TabopoBi KON Ta KYpCH
3MOTIJIM BUKOHATH CBOI OCBITHIO Micilo, a iHTepHOBaHI - 310/1aTH TPYAHOLLI NepIIUX MicALiB
nepeGyBaHHS B YMOBaX TabopoBoi i30.1s1ii.

Kawuoei cnoea: MononixkHa XpUCTHSHCbKA —acoljiamis, OJsarogiliHa JomoMmora,
iHTEepHOBaHi BosIKU-yKpaiHLj, Ta6ip, [losbma

Introduction

In November 1920, due to the onslaught of the Bolshevik forces, the UPR Army was
compelled to retreat to Polish territory, after which its effectives were interned in
several internment camps: Pikulice, Lancut, Wadowice, Czestochowa, Alexandriv,
Piotrkéw, Kalisz (and by the end of 1921 Ukrainian soldiers were only in Strzatkow,
Szczypiorno and Kalisz). By agreement with the Polish authorities, Ukrainian units and
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formations were to retain their inherent structure and their personnel remained under
the command of their commanders and superiors. The UPR government, which had left
Ukraine with the army, was temporarily stationed in Tarnéw, Poland, to organize an
armed struggle against Soviet Russia. In the difficult conditions of internment, it was
extremely important to create conditions for the improvement of the morale of the
Ukrainian Army, to fill its existence in the camps with constructive content.

However, organizing cultural and educational work among the campers,
establishing their leisure time and providing humanitarian care for the sick, disabled
women and children (who were also in the camps) was an extremely difficult task. The
UPR government did not have sufficient funds for these activities, and there was lack of
experienced organizers to carry out such kind of work. As a result of recent military
defeats, part of the interned Ukrainian Army was demoralized, and the difficult food
and living situation in the camps only intensified the feeling of despair and doom.

Therefore, from the very beginning of the internment, the Army Command and the
UPR state and political leadership (State Centre of the UPR in exile) made every effort
to overcome the difficulties of the initial period of stay in the camps. First of all,
measures were taken to organize the leisure of the campers, with significant assistance
from the international organization called the Young Men’s Christian Association
(YMCA) (in particular, its structural unit in the United States), which established its
regional representation in Poland. The latter accumulated a wealth of experience in the
camps for prisoners of war during the First World War, providing humanitarian
assistance to prisoners of warring armies, regardless of their national, religious and
political affiliation.

% 3k ok

The activities of the Young Men'’s Christian Association (YMCA) in the internment
camps for the UPR Army soldiers in Poland have not yet been the subject of research in
either Ukrainian or foreign historiography. However, some facts concerning charitable
actions of this organization appear in several monographic studies on history of the
camp society of the UPR Army soldiers, published at different times in Ukraine and
Poland!, as well as in a number of research papersz.

It is also worth mentioning the book by American historian K. Steuer titled «Pursuit
of an ‘Unparalleled Opportunity’: The American YMCA...». It contains valuable
conceptual approaches and important factual material concerning the specifics of the
YMCA activities (its American branch), but does not concentrate on Poland, touching on

1 Karpus Z. Jenicy i internowani rosyjscy i ukrainscy na terenie Polski w latach 1918-1924. Torun. 1997.
209 s.; CpibHsak I. 06e336poeHa, ajsle HeckopeHa: IHTepHoBaHa Apmisa YHP y Ta6opax [losbi # Pymynii
(1921-1924 pp.). KuiB-®inagenvdis. 1997. 187 c.; Ilasaenko M.I. YkpaiHcbki BilicbKOBOMOJIOHeHI M
iHTepHOBaHi y Tabopax [losbuyi, YexocsoBauurHY Ta PymyHii: cTaB/iieHHs B/Iaiu i yMOBH NepebyBaHHSA
(1919-1924 pp.). Kuis. 1999. 352 c.; Wiszka E. Emigracja ukraifiska w Polsce 1920-1939. Torun, 2004.
750s.; Bruski]]J. Petlurowcy. Centrum Panstwowe Ukrainskiej Republiki Ludowej na wychodZstwie
(1919-1924). Krakéw. 2000. 660 s.

2 CpibHsak I. HauioHa/sbHO-MaTpioOTHYHA Ta CHOPTUBHO-03J0pOBYa MobGijizanis BosunTeBa y Tabopi
inTepHoBaHux Bikicbk YHP CruankoBo (Ilosbuia) y 1921-1922 pp.: dopmu i Metonu. Ideosnozia i
noaimuka. 2018. Ne2(10). C.131-146; Cpi6Haxkl YxpalHCbKUM aMaTOpCbKUH TeaTp y Tabopi
inTepHoBaHux Bilicbk YHP CrasnkoBo, [losblna, ounMa TeaTpaJbHUX KPUTHUKIB, cepneHb 1921 -
quneHb 1922 pp. (3a maTepiasamu yaconucy «Ilpominb»). Cunoncuc: mekcm, konmekcm, media. 2020.
T.26. Ne 2. C. 48-60; Cpi6usk I. [lissnbHICTb OCBITHIX 3aKJIaiiB y Tabopi iHTepHOBaHUX BosIKiB Apmii YHP
Kaunim (1921-1924 pp.). Facta Simonidis (Zamo$¢). 2020. Ne 1 (13).S. 143-161.
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the territories of Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and Turkey during The First
World War and the post-war five-year periods3.

Some facts from the history of the YMCA'’s activities in the internment camps can be
taken from collections of documents published over the past decade. In particular, the
album, which was composed by Polish historians, included several photos of camp
athletes training in the gym, equipped by the YMCA camp branch in Strzatkéw+. The
collection on «Army behind bars» also presented programs of several musical-
theatrical and sports events having the YMCA emblem (thus certifying the participation
of this organization in their realization)s.

However, these separate facts do not in any way provide a holistic view of the
specifics of the YMCA activities in internment camps. Therefore, the writers of this
paper raised a problem of carrying out a comprehensive reconstruction of the
Association activities by studying available documentary sources from the funds of the
Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of Power and Government of Ukraine (CDAVO
of Ukraine), as well as camp press materials, including «Nasha Zorya» and «Promin»
magazines (both of Lancut-Strzatkéw), «Sportsman» magazine (Strzatkéw), «Ukrainsky
Surmach» newspaper (Szczypiorno).

% 3k ok

The first evidence of the YMCA'’s activities dates back to December 1920, when the
YMCA camp office in Alexandriv supported the campers, giving all internees a portion
of cocoa (once a week), and sick soldiers received it daily. Also, the YMCA met the needs
of some campers in detergents when they visited the camp bathé. In the winter 1921,
the YMCA further cared for patients interned in the camp hospital and out-patient’s
clinic, providing them with linen and hygiene items?.

From January 1921, the YMCA provided material assistance to the art studio
(headed by Zaporozhets, an artist) in the Pikulice camp. The latter also equipped the
reading room and the theater hall at its own expense, which largely contributed to the
development of the camp theatre8. At the same time, in another internment camp of
Czestochowa, on the initiative of the newly established «Refugee Bureau» (from
Ukraine), a kindergarten, a gymnasium with daily classes (75 students), a library and a
reading room began functioning. The camp singing society of 70 people prepared
concerts accompanied by a string orchestra, and the drama group started their amateur
performances®. Almost all of above-mentioned cultural and educational centers
benefited from the humanitarian assistance provided by the YMCA (the latter also took
care of a free demonstration of films in the camp)?0.

3 Steuer K. Pursuit of an ‘Unparalleled Opportunity’ The American YMCA and Prisoner of War Diplomacy
among the Central Power Nations during World War [, 1914-1923. New York, 2009. 452 p.

4 Czerniak B, Czerniak R.M. Obdz jenicéw wojennych i internowanych pod Strzatkowem 1914-1918,
1919-1924. Strzatkowo, 2013. S. 19-23.

5Apmia 3a fgportamu. 36ipka [JOKyMeHTIB / peJakTop-ynopsiiHUK B. Mopeneys. Kam’siHenb-
[Mopinbcekuit. 2018. C. 346, 348, 352, 354.

6 Zaktad Narodowy im. Ossoliniskich we Wroctawiu, Polska (ZNiO), Dziat Rekopiséw. Sygn. akc. 22 /53 /1.
7 3ipHuysa (Onexcangpis). 1921. 25 moTtoro. Y. 3-4. C. 26; lleHTpasbHUN [AepxapxiB BUILHUX OpraHiB
BJIaAu Ta ynpasJiHHsa Ykpainu (IJAABO Ykpainu). @. 2562. Om. 1. Cnip. 32. Apk. 1093B.

8 ZNiO, Dz. Rekopiséw ZniO. Sygn. akc. 22/53/1.

9 3ipHuys (Onekcanzpis). 1921. 25 nwoToro. Y. 3-4. C. 23-24.

10 Kossanuyk O. Ykpaincbka BificbkoBa eMirpanis y [Tosbii 1920-1939 pp. JIesis. 2000. C. 96-97.
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In spring 1921, the YMCA expanded its humanitarian assistance intensifying its
work in the camps. In above-mentioned Alexandriv camp, the YMCA representation
(leaders - P.Vukov, from July, 1921 - A.Sadikov)!! significantly contributed to the
development of general education in the camp, and in particular, to primary schools.
Owing to its assistance, the Real School was opened in the camp, which gave the
opportunity to complete secondary education to many Cossacks and officers of the
4t Kyiv and 6th Sich Riflemen Divisions, thanks to which some of them were able to
continue their education in higher schools (mostly in educational institutions of
Czechoslovakia)2, With the assistance of the YMCA, special educational courses (on
agriculture, horticulture, etc.)!3 were held in the camp from time to time. The YMCA
hosted a movie theatre in the camp from March 1921, which also helped improve the
campers’ general level of education!4. In the same month, the YMCA donated 185
different books (mostly in writing) to the camp library, which were of great use to all
camp students?5,

The YMCA services in the creation and development of the camp theater cannot be
overestimated. After the Command of a group of interned Ukrainian soldiers
transferred a separate hut to the disposal of the M. Sadovsky Drama Society of the
camp, the YMCA carried out repairs in it (along with the construction of the stage) at
the own expense. The latter also provided a monetary subvention to the theater for
making theatrical costumes (amateur actors dealt with the scenery and props)t6. The
Drama Society also had a string orchestra of 20 musicians, whose instruments were
purchased at the expense of the YMCA. It enabled to widely develop the activities of the
singing section of the cultural and educational department, which held about 30
concerts, both in the internment camp and in Alexandriv for its residents??.

In summer 1921, the YMCA camp branch came to the aid of the disabled (among the
internees), facilitating their employment at the shoemaker’s, tailor’s, locksmith’s,
bookbinding, and basket workshops it had founded!s. Its merits also include the
establishment of a painting club in the camp (September 26, 1921), whose functioning
became possible due to the arrangement of the workshop, as well as purchase of tools
for painting (two easels, palette, twenty brushes and paints)!9. Thanks to this YMCA'’s
gift, the members of the club created 9 paintings, and later fulfilled the orders of the
camp’s cultural and educational department. Besides, the members of this club created
a great number of paintings on various Ukrainian historical themes?20.

The YMCA always took the interests of women into consideration: when the camp
«Union of Ukrainian Women» took over the «boarding school for the youngest» in

11 ]I BrarogiiiHi 4y»Ko3eMHi opraHisarii Ta WKiJIBHO-MPOCBITHA AisIJIbHICTb B TabOpax iHTEPHOBAHUX
YkpainuiB B [Tonbii. Ykpaincokuii Cypmau (ILuniopHo). 1923. 6 TpaBus. Y. 51-52. C. 7.

12 BumuHcwbkuil M. YKpaiHCbKe BOSILITBO Ha KYJIbTYPHO-0CBITHbOMY poHTi. [ypmyiimocs (Ilpara). 1932.
Ne IX. C. 37.

13 [IIABO Ykpainu. ®. 2562. Om. 1. Cnip. 32. Apk. 108-1083B.

14 3ipnuys (Onexcangpis). 1921. 15 6epesns. Y. 5. C. 27.

15 [IIABO Ykpainu. ®. 3526. Om. 1. Cnip. 5. Apk. 14-15.

16 [IIABO Ykpainu. ®. 2562. Om. 1. Crip. 32. Apk. 108-1083B.

17 JABO Yxpainu. @.1078. On. 2. Cnp. 200. Apk. 60; Hose scumms (IumiopHo). 1921. 26 rpyzans.
Ne 97.C. 2.

18 Hoge sicumms (AnexcanzpoBo). 1921. 30 cepnHst. Ne 66. C. 4.

19 [1IABO Ykpainu. @. 2439. Om. 2. Cnip. 58. Apk. 13.

20 BumuHcbkull M. YKpaiHCbKe BOSILITBO Ha KYJIbTYPHO-0CBiTHbOMY poHTi. [ypmyiimocs (Ilpara). 1932.
Ne IX. C. 37; Hose sicumms (LLluniopHo). 1921. 26 rpyzans. Ne 97.C. 3.
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Alexandriv (June, 1921), where 25 «young Cossacks»?! were studying, they were
assisted by the camp office of the Association which organized the distribution of
additional food products for childrenz22,

Finally, the YMCA'’s contribution into the development of cultural and educational
life was recognized by the campers themselves. According to «New Life» camp
magazine, the Head of the YMCA’s camp representation P. Vukov was well known to all
campers due to «his energy, his commitment to our (campers’ - authors) cultural and
educational activities, responsiveness (sympathy - authors) to every kind of assistance
useful to us»23.

However, when he was replaced by another leader - A.Sadikov (obviously of
Russian origin - authors), the relationship between him and the Command of the camp
began to gain increasingly conflicted nature. In particular, he complicated the work of
the Drama Society, the management of which sometimes could not come to an
agreement on the use of the camp theater. Moreover, because of false accusations of the
former conductor of the music group in his sympathies with the «sovdepia» A. Sadikov
ordered to take away musical instruments from its members (although they were soon
returned). In addition, A.Sadikov’s individual decision terminated any financial
assistance to the camp reading room (for subscription or purchase of newspapers) and
the drama society. Such actions of his caused the UPR Command’s impression that
«Mr. Sadikov’s activities are harmful not only to the internees but also to the idea of the
YMCA,» and that «instead of promoting amateur activities Mr.Sadikov wants to
command the internees on the Russian model and therefore it results in nothing but
destruction»24.

Thus, there is every reason to conclude that a system conflict developed between
the Command of the group of internees and the Head of the YMCA camp representation,
the constructive settlement of which was almost impossible due to a «special» position
of A.Sadikov. The latter’s unwillingness to search for any compromise settlement, his
desire to impose apolitical position on Ukrainian soldiers (arguing that the YMCA was
as such) to deny their national-state ideals, removed the very grounds of any
understanding. Unfortunately, this state of affairs objectively led to a decrease of
humanitarian aid provided by this organization to the internees in Alexandriv, which
indirectly caused the curtailment of cultural and educational activities in the camp.

Almost similar situation occurred in the Wadowice camp, where the Head of the
YMCA camp branch, Captain (Presenting himself as a «Captain» Albert Guzik did not
specify of which army, although basing on this very fact it is possible to assume that he
was a Captain of either the tsarist or Denikin’s Army - authors)?> A. Guzik, almost
openly patronized a group of captive Bolsheviks (who were being held there) by
involving them in the labor activities under the contracts of the institution he headed.
In general, A. Guzik’s activities in the camp were rather destructive, because A. Guzik
treated the Ukrainian national cause with «emphasized intolerance, promoted
russification, which caused “general dissatisfaction and indignation in the whole camp”,

21 [ITABO Ykpainu. ®. 2439. Omn. 1. Cp. 34. Apk. 107-10738.

22 [11ABO Ykpainu. ®@. 3523. Omn. 1. Crip. 12. Apk. 123B.

23 Hoge sicumms (I uniopHo). 1921. 26 rpyzausa. Ne 97. C. 6.

24 [ITABO Ykpainu. ®. 2439. Om. 1. Cip. 40. Apk. 90-903B.

25 Presenting himself as a «Captain» A. Guzik did not specify which army, although basing on this very
fact it is possible to assume that he was a Captain of either the tsarist or Denikin’s Army. - Authors.
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and often posted advertisements in Russian». On these grounds, a conflict emerged
between him and a group of Ukrainian campers, as the latter demanded that Ukrainian
flags be hoisted in the camp theater next to the American and Polish flags. Ukrainian
campers were also offended by the fact that A. Guzik distributed Russian church icons,
books and newspapers in the camp?2e.

The conflict situation provoked by A. Guzik became so acute that the latter even
addressed the Chief Otaman S. Petliura (a letter of July 22, 1921), in which he made
complaints against senior Ukrainian military commanders in the camp - Generals
M. Shapoval and A. Vovk for their attempts to hinder his activities and in view of their
interference into his «orders». In his opinion, the latter, in particular, did not give him
the opportunity to «conduct theatrical work in a proper way», «terrorizing the
directorate and the director», after which the OKKD camp artists «expressed a desire to
abandon these cultural and educational activities». According to him, the Generals’
subordinates took unfriendly steps towards the Polish authorities, breaking «Polish
flags and portraits of the Chief [Pilsudski] in the theater hall». To A. Guzik's mind, it
introduced «chauvinistic policy into the camp life»27.

Considering the text of this letter it is already possible to draw a conclusion
concerning provocative activities of A. Guzik, who resorted to deliberate manipulation,
without advertising his destructive actions, which led to the aggravation of the
situation in the camp. The parallel use of both Polish and Ukrainian state symbols and
presenting announcements in the Ukrainian language could have completely
eliminated any tension in his relations with the Command of the interned units of the
UPR Army in Wadowice. However, such a step would mean respect for national feelings
of the Ukrainians, which, due to his Ukrainophobia and clear pro-Russian position
A. Guzik could not venture.

Despite the instruction of the Head of the YMCA camp branch, the activities of the
organization brought objective benefits to the campers, as it helped implement various
cultural and educational projects in the camp. In particular, with the YMCA assistance, a
theatre was set up in Wadowice camp, where amateur camp troupes staged and offered
their theatrical performances and amateur concerts to the interned soldiers.

The YMCA’s activities in Lancut camp began at the latest (May 1921) due to the
Polish Commandant’s groundless refusal to allow the organization to set up a camp
branch (its representatives came to fLancut three times with such a proposal)28. The
YMCA branch began its work with organizational and material assistance to the camp
«Union of Artists», which managed to develop its activities almost exclusively thanks to
the transferred paints, brushes and paper. In just two days from the beginning of its
work, its members created 50 drawings (including portraits of Ukrainian Hetmans and
Taras Shevchenko), after which an art studio was established in the camp?2°.

Thanks to the YMCA, it became possible to start classes in the newly created camp
gymnasium, which could «use only what could be found in the camp». And thanks to
financial assistance from the Head of the YMCA camp branch, P. Vukov, textbooks were
purchased in Lviv and delivered to the camp, together with other school materials. The

26 [IIABO Yxpainu. ®. 2292. Om. 2. Cnip. 58. Apk. 84-843B.

27 Wojskowe Biuro Historyczne (WBH), Centralne Archiwum Wojskowe (CAW), Zesp6l Akt
«Sprzymierzona Armia Ukraiiska» (SAU), sygn. 1.380.1.60.8.

28 [1TABO Ykpainu. ®@. 4007. Om. 1. Crip. 9. Apk. 163B.-173B.

29 [Ipominb (JlanuyT). 1921. 3 yepBHA. Y. 7 (page-by-page pagination is absent. - Authors).
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YMCA also took care of providing students with paper, pencils and everything they
needed to study. Therefore, to a very large extent, all further activities of the camp
gymnasium became possible thanks to the full support of the YMCA camp branch. The
YMCA also contributed effectively to the launch of the Ukrainian People’s University in
Lancut (with 523 campers) and provided its students with paper, textbooks, and
equipment30.

The development of sports life in the internment camp was also due mainly to the
material contributions of the YMCA camp branch. With its assistance, sports
competitions, and in particular football matches began to be held inside and outside the
camp. One of them was held on May 13, 1921, at the «Sokdt» city stadium, with
members of the Polish sports society of the same name3!. The return match was to take
place on May 15, and the Polish side took such an initiative. But that day such a meeting
did not take place due to the absence of the Polish team in full (after that the it was
credited with a defeat with a score of 0:5). For the spectators who gathered for this
match, a game between two camp teams was played. [t was won by the football team of
the 5thKherson Riflemen Division led by cornet S.Nagnybida32. With the YMCA
assistance, in the second half of May 1921, a sports society («Sportsmen’s Union»)
headed by a board, was founded in the camp. At its request, the YMCA purchased
sportswear for its members and installed necessary equipment for gymnastic
exercises3s,

YMCA also took care of establishing its representation in the Kalisz camp, one of the
best-equipped internment camps for Ukrainian soldiers. There the YMCA joined the
establishment of the camp «Taras Shevchenko Gymnasium» providing for the needs of
its students a significant number of notebooks and paper, which enabled beginning
studies in it on July 5, 1921. After that, regular classes (the 3rd, 5th and 6th) were formed
in the Gymnasium, which enrolled 104 students. Unfortunately, the material condition
of the Gymnasium improved just slightly in the new school year, only thanks to the
YMCA it became possible to purchase some textbooks, as well as provide «the proper
amount of notebooks, paper, pencils, pens, erasers, ink, visual aids and drawings». The
YMCA also provided regular financial support to lecturers of the Gymnasium, thus
ensuring their ongoing work34.

The sports life of the campers in Kalisz was also very diverse and intense. Despite all
unfavorable circumstances, the «Officers’ Sports Club of the 2nd Riflemen Volyn
Division» was founded in the camp. Its members began regular exercises in May
192135, At the same time, a sports club (consisting of 36 members) of the 3-rd Iron
Riflemen Division began its activities, for the needs of which a gym was equipped. At
the expense of the YMCA camp branch, a sports uniform and all the necessary
equipment for track and field athletics and weight-lifting were purchased for its
members. This, in turn, made it possible to launch sports festivals and camp

30 [II.I. BraroziiiHi 4y»ko3eMHi opraHisarii Ta MWKiJIBHO-MPOCBITHA AisIJIbHICTL B Tabopax iHTEPHOBAHUX
YkpainuiB B [Tonbii. Ykpaincokuii Cypmau (ILuniopHo). 1923. 6 TpaBus. Y. 51-52. C. 7.

31 [IIABO Ykpainu. @. 4007. Om. 1. Cnip. 17. Apk. 1.

32 [Ipominb (JlanoyT). 1921. 16 TpaBHs. Y. 2. C. 45.

33 [Ipomins (JlanoyT) 1921. 23 TpaBHs. Y. 4 (page-by-page pagination is absent. - Authors).

34 A./l. Timuaszia imeHni Tapaca llleBueHka B Ta6[opi] Kanim. Ykpaincokuii Cypmau (IuniopHo). 1923.
6 TpaBHa. Y. 51-52. C. 11.

35 [oHuapenko [1.]. Orasap cnoptoBoro MuHyJsoro Tab[opy] Kaniu. Chnopmemen. 1922. Y. 4-5 (snuneHs-
cepnenb). C. 4.
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championships and competitions. The group also arranged «various kinds of
entertainments» for the Cossacks, trying to attract them to sports in this way36. At the
same time, a football team and the Gymnastics and Fencing School of the 3-rd Iron
Division were formed in Kalisz, and a championship on French wrestling was held. Its
participants made several off-camp trips to demonstrate their skills to residents of
nearby Polish cities37.

Joint efforts of all camp athletes and the support of divisional cultural and
educational departments and the YMCA, enabled holding of three camp sports
Olympiads during May-July 1921 with a rather diverse program. The first of them took
place on May 2, when the audience was introduced to gymnastic exercises, fencing,
track and field athletics («jumping», «javelin and discus throwing», etc.), weight-lifting,
wrestling competitions («French wrestling», «English boxing»). The Olympiad ended
with performances by pupils of V. Avramenko school of national dance38. The guest of
honor at this Olympiad was the Chief Otaman of the UPR Army S. Petliura, who visited
Kalisz at that time. On the occasion of his next visit to the camp (July 21, 1921,
according to other sources July 22-24), the sports Olympiad was also held in Kalisz,
among various events and celebrations3.

The team of camp footballers met thrice with local Polish teams (with the team of
Kalisz and the one of «Prosna» club), it was common to attract the best Ukrainian
footballers to participate in friendly matches between Polish clubs. The camp volleyball
players did not lag behind the football players either: the team of the Officers’ sports
club competed with the athletes from L6dz outside the camp (with a total score of
45:34 in their favor)#. This game concluded the 1921 sports season in Kalisz
(outdoors), because with becoming cold and rainy, training took place only in the gym.

In summer 1921, some of Ukrainian camps were terminated, and their inhabitants
were redeployed to Strzatkéw, which was «international»: in separate sections it
housed interned Belarusians («Balakhovites»), Russians and captured Red Army
soldiers. It exerted its impact on the life of the internees, producing some kind of
tension (considering different worldview and value ideals of different groups of the
campers). Nevertheless, the YMCA tried to bring soldiers of different political
affiliations closer together, which ultimately effectively favored normalization of
internal atmosphere among the campers.

As in other camps, the success of the educational work depended to a large extent on
financial assistance from the YMCA camp office (headed by Sergievsky), which was
significantly involved in the implementation of the vast majority of such initiatives. The
necessary educational equipment and stationery (paper, chalk, pencils, notebooks,
maps, paints, etc.) were purchased at the expense of this charitable organization; repair
of educational premises was carried out; from its funds material aid was paid to
teachers of various educational courses taught in the camp#l. As it was earlier, the
apolitical contents of teaching process always served as a main criterion for providing

36 [IJABO Ykpainu. ®. 3525. Omn. 1. Crip. 1. Apk. 33B., 133B.

37 [oHuapenko [1.]. Orasap cnopToBoro MuHyJsoro Ta6[opy] Kasiur... C. 4-5.

38 [IJABO Ykpainu. ®@. 3525. Omn. 1. Crip. 15. Apk. 1.

39 Jlesuybkuii B. B «Co03HUIBbKHX» Tabopax [Jisl MOJOHeHUX Ta iHTepHOBaHUX. Ceo6oda ([xepci-ciTi).
1934. 6 )xoBTHs. Y. 234. C. 2.

40 [onuaperko [1.]. Ornsp ciopToBoro MuHysoro Tablopy] Kasim... C. 5.

41 [I1.]. BnaroAifizi yy>k03eMHi opranizari... C. 7.
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material assistance by the YMCA, the organization was willing to support humanitarian
projects, and gave up assistance when it concerned military drill of the internees.

In this camp the YMCA began its activities with handing over its own book collection
to the campers (August, 1921)42. Its primary attention was devoted to camp education
- in particular, the YMCA supported students of the Department of Physical Training of
the Ukrainian People’s University. Lectures at this Department took place rather
regularly, its students were preparing essays, the content of which was discussed in
class, and then passed to the editorial board, which took a decision concerning their
publication either as separate prints or in the «Naukovy Visnyk» magazine. According to
the camp magazine, «the working conditions of the Department of Physical Training
[were] the worst among all other cultural institutions». Although it was supported by
the YMCA camp branch, which provided some amount of paper and other kinds of
stationery, the amount of this assistance was not enough*3.

Until early winter of 1921, the primary school was also «afloat», however at the
same time it was forced to overcome permanent difficulties due to lack of textbooks
and school equipment, necessary for studies, «but the salvation for them was the help
of the YMCA»#4. There was also a school for children (28 teenagers) in the camp, whose
functioning became possible thanks to the help of the British Committee for Refugees
(BCR) (apart from the YMCA)45.

Nevertheless, with the onset of winter cold, the activities of almost all educational
courses and schools were temporarily suspended (their students could not be provided
with heated premises to continue their studies). At that time, the ggmnasium appeared
in the most difficult situation, because in November coal for heating the barracks was
not given at all. And only thanks to the help provided by the YMCA camp branch, it
became possible to continue the work of the ggmnasium. And although its work was
accompanied by difficulties (lack of textbooks and fuel), the studies did not stop. With
the onset of spring, the gymnasium was functioning quite normally, which caused
numerical increase of students (up to 42 people)4e.

The YMCA also essentially helped the camp theatre, which already had its own
premises, but, however, needed modernization. It was done in late July - early August
1921 due to the YMCA's financial assistance for equipping the stage and dressing rooms
for actors. After the re-equipment, the «YMCA Theatre» also had got a larger
auditorium, and the only inconvenience was the lack of acoustics#7.

Another artistic group supported by the YMCA was a chorus led by Captain Dmytro
Kotko. In the second half of October 1921, this chorus continued to tour successfully in
various cities of Poland, and in early November it left for another concert tour, giving
concerts in Poznan, Bydgoszcz, Krotoszyn, Leszno, Inowroctaw, Torun and others.
Humanitarian assistance in this concert activity of the chorus was provided by the

42 [Ipominb (CtpinkoBo (CtimankoBo)). 1921. 21 cepnusa. Y. 14 (page-by-page pagination is absent. -
Authors).

43 Hapoguuii YHiBepcuTeT B Tabopi CtpinkoBo. YkpaiHceka TpubyHa (Bapmasa). 1921. 17 sucronaza.
4.163.C. 4.

44 Pik 3a gpoTtamu. [Ipomins (Ctpinkoso (CtimankoBo)). 1921. 20 mucronaza. Y. 26. C. 4.

45 [IIABO Ykpainu. @. 1075. Omn. 2. Cip. 830. Apk. 25.

46 PeasbHa lllkosa B Ta6[opi] UluniopHo. Ykpaincokuil Cypmau (I uniopHo). 1923. 6 TpaBus. Y. 51-52.
C. 10.

47 [opyHosuy M. Penensis. [Ipomins (CtpinkoBo (CtimankoBo)). 1921. 7 cepnus. Y. 12. (page-by-page
pagination is absent. - Authors).
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YMCA camp branch, at the expense of which national costumes were made for all
choristers4s.

Conclusions

Because of the lack of state aid to Ukrainian soldiers in the camps (at the end of
November 1920, the UPR did not occupy any Ukrainian territories, which were
currently divided between Bolshevik Russia, Czechoslovakia, and Poland), the YMCA
launched a large-scale humanitarian campaign in the internment camps for the UPR
Army, while adhering to absolutely apolitical position. The YMCA’s help was primarily
targeted at the most vulnerable categories of camp residents - women and children, as
well as the disabled. Having sufficient funds to carry out its statutory activities, the
organization managed to establish its branches in the camps, appointing their
representatives (attachés) to organize humanitarian aid. Most of them were appointed
from among the former subjects of the Russian tsar, who had appropriate educational
qualifications and shared the YMCA values.

The content of the YMCA support campaign in the internment camps included
material support to improve nutrition for children, organization of their special care
(creation of kindergartens and maintenance of their staff), and purchase of clothes for
children and women, obstetrics. At the same time, the Association intensively focused
on the activities of camp cultural, artistic and educational centres, and in particular
amateur theatres, choruses and orchestras. Finally, the undoubted merit of the YMCA
was sports for the development of which the organization never spared expense -
equipping gyms, purchasing special equipment for them. The YMCA paid special
attention to the development of game (football, volleyball, basketball), as well as power
(weight-lifting, French wrestling, boxing) kinds of sports.

During 1921 the YMCA camp branches managed to achieve significant results by
providing humanitarian assistance to the vast majority of internees’ cultural and
educational centers. Due to this, it became possible to significantly diversify the
humanitarian component of the camp routine of the Ukrainian military. The YMCA
made a significant contribution to the establishment of camp cultural and artistic
centers (theatres, choruses, orchestras), creating all necessary organizational and
material conditions. The most important aspect was that the camp schools and courses
were able to fulfil their educational mission, and the internees were enabled to
overcome difficulties of the first months of being in the camp isolation.

REFERENCES

A.D. (1923, 6travnia). Himnaziia imeni Tarasa Shevchenka v tab[ori] Kalishi [Taras Shevchenko
Gymnasium in Kalish camp] Ukrainskyi Surmach, 51-52, 11 [in Ukrainian].

BruskKi, J.J. (2000). Petlurowcy. Centrum Paristwowe Ukrairiskiej Republiki Ludowej na wychodZstwie
(1919-1924). Krakdéw [in Polish].

Bytynskyi, M. (1932). Ukrainske voiatstvo na kulturno-osvitnomu fronti [Ukrainian military service on
the cultural and educational front]. Hurtuimosia, IX, 35-42 [in Ukrainian].

Czerniak, B. & Czerniak, R.M. (2013). 0boz jericow wojennych i internowanych pod Strzatkowem 1914-
1918, 1919-1924. Strzatkowo [in Polish].

Honcharenko, [1.] (1922). Ohliad sportovoho mynuloho tab[oru] Kalish [An overview of the sports past
of the Kalish camp]. Sportsmen, 4-5 (lypen-serpen), 4-5 [in Ukrainian].

Horunovych, M. (1921, 7 serpnia). Retsenziia [Review] Promin, 12 [in Ukrainian].

48 KoHlepToBe TypHe Xopy 3 Tabopy CTpinkoBo. Ykpaincbka TpubyHa (Bapimasa). 1921. 8 mucronaza.
4.155.C. 4.



88 EMIHAK

Karpus, Z. (1997). Jericy i internowani rosyjscy i ukrainiscy na terenie Polski w latach 1918-1924. Torun [in
Polish].

Kolianchuk, 0. (2000). Ukrainska viiskova emigratsiia u Polshchi 1920-1939 rr. [Ukrainian military
emigration in Poland 1920-1939]. Lviv [in Ukrainian].

LevytsKkyi, V. (1934, 6 zhovtnia). V «soiuznytskykh» taborakh dlia polonenykh ta internovanykh [In
«allied» camps for prisoners of war and internees]. Svoboda, 234, 2 [in Ukrainian].

Morenets, V. (Ed. & Comp.) (2018). Armiia za drotamy [Army behind the wires]. Zbirka dokumentiv.
Kamianets-Podilskyi [in Ukrainian].

Pavlenko, M. (1999). Ukrainski viiskovopoloneni y internovani u taborakh Polshchi, Chekhoslovachchyny
ta Rumunii: stavlennia vlady i umovy perebuvannia (1919-1924 rr.) [Ukrainian prisoners of war
and internees in the camps of Poland, Czechoslovakia and Romania: the attitude of the authorities
and conditions of stay (1919-1924)]. Kyiv [in Ukrainian].

Sh. 1. (1923, 6 travnia). Blahodiini chuzhozemni orhanizatsii ta shkilno-prosvitnia diialnist v taborakh
internovanykh Ukraintsiv v Polshchi [Charitable foreign organizations and educational activities
in the camps of Ukrainian internees in Poland]. Ukrainskyi Surmach, 51-52, 7 [in Ukrainian].

Sribnyak, I. (1997). Obezzbroiena, ale neskorena: Internovana Armiia UNR u taborakh Polshchi y Rumunii
(1921-1924 rr.) [Disarmed, but not conquered: The Interned Army of the Ukrainian People’s
Republic in the camps of Poland and Romania (1921-1924)]. Kyiv-Filiadelfiia [in Ukrainian].

Sribnyak, I. (2018). Natsionalno-patriotychna ta sportyvno-ozdorovcha mobilizatsiia voiatstva u tabori
internovanykh Viisk UNR Stshalkovo (Polshcha) u 1921-1922 rr.: formy i metody [National-
patriotic and sports-rehabilitation mobilization of troops in the Stshalkovo UNR troops
internment camp (Poland) in 1921-1922: forms and methods]. Ideolohiia i polityka, 2 (10), 131-
146 [in Ukrainian].

Sribnyak, I. (2020). Ukrainskyi amatorskyi teatr u tabori internovanykh Viisk UNR Stshalkovo,
Polshcha, ochyma teatralnykh krytykiv, serpen 1921 - lypen 1922 rr. (za materialamy chasopysu
«Promin») [Ukrainian amateur theater in the UNR troops internment camp Stshalkovo, Poland,
through the eyes of theater critics, August 1921 - July 1922 (based on the materials of the
magazine «Promin»)]. Synopsys: tekst, kontekst, media, 26, 2, 48-60 [in Ukrainian].

Sribnyak, I. (2020). Diialnist osvitnikh zakladiv u tabori internovanykh voiakiv Armii UNR Kalish (1921-
1924 rr.) [Activities of educational institutions in the camp of interned soldiers of the Kalisz UNR
Army (1921-1924)]. Facta Simonidis, 1 (13), 143-161 [in Ukrainian].

Steuer, K. (2009). Pursuit of an ‘Unparalleled Opportunity’ The American YMCA and Prisoner of War
Diplomacy among the Central Power Nations during World Warl, 1914-1923. New York [in
English].

WiszKa, E. (2004). Emigracja ukrairiska w Polsce, 1920-1939. Torun [in Polish].

Hadiiiwsa do pedakyii / Received: 17.05.2022 CxeaseHo do dpyky / Accepted: 01.08.2022

Eminak, 2022, 2 (38)



