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Recently, this topic could be revisted thanks to the mterest it holds for the X-Scape Synergy progect (INCIPIT-CSIC
Santiug\:h de Cnmpnstela ard P.:lrl:n-er:}. The K-E:ﬂp-e Prnj:ct airmes to wnderstand the r\clatinrﬁhip between the mund
and the material world, implementing state-of-the-art veual neuroscience and agent-besed simulations. Including
Bﬂl—bﬂrlzﬂ as acasec Stl.d'?l il'l El'nhdiﬂd '\ri“.ld chEFtinn FErmrB hr Ful'tl'ﬂf rﬁﬂﬂn:h an H'EEE mﬂ?li‘thi: monuments
and the imphcations they and their spatial amangements can hold for the socetes they belonged to.

In thas presentation the first results of thes year's hiekd campaigns are detailed. Moreover, the potential of this archae-
DID.E.EHI IinE I:|F irr\l'l.'sbgﬂtinl‘l is n:'m:l.ls:l!d.T‘hE stud'r' h’ll‘l&s new *HDWIE*E Fnr H't ml.'gdil.‘hl: context n‘ Bﬂrbﬂn!ﬂ ﬂl'd
the northwestern lberian Perinsuls to the table, but also in & broader sense furthers attempts to understand societies
ﬂl'ld H't"r PEI'I:E.PI:DI'E 'I:|'|r|:||.l'g‘|'ll:|u|: Pr‘hlstnr’l

BUILDING COMMUNITY: TECHNOLOGY, AESTHETICS, AND COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE IN
NEOLITHIC CAITHMESS

Mbstract author(s): Zaleskaya, Liudmila {(University of Edinburgh)

Abstract Format: Oral

Chambered caims are still 8 commeon fxture in the Scottsh |a'||:|=|:ap|.-. TI'IEY rernain a wital source of ewidence For the
Mealithic pericd, especally in the regions where settlement data s scarcedlacking.

Owang to the durability of their material components, they present animage of longewty - massive, unchanging. Was
this, howewer, the builders’ intent or mene unintended consequence? How can we investipate the impulses behand and
the implications of the design of drystone chambered cairns (beyond the often-explored ieas of order, cosmalogy,
and ritwal}? How did the tradetion Form? What were the modes of s perpetuation? What was its rele in the negotia-

tion of community identity and social cohesion?

ﬂ'ﬂ' dismsﬂl’l .E ﬁxusfd (=1 ] mrﬂl Drkﬂf’l -Cmn‘ﬂrt}' I:I:||'|'||:E i cﬂithnﬂ“ to Ul'l*ﬁtﬂl'd +ﬂ'ﬂ' thEir ﬂﬂ:himurd
desipn/style, technolagical, snd visual propertses fit inko the visual cultune, sesthetics, and tradition in the Neolithac.
Here, caim archatecture is mnt:zptuuﬁud am madence for, and instrurment of, the constructson of Mealithic commu-
nity identrties. The technological, desgn, visual, and sesthetic aspects of it are considered for their role in such social

processes of cnrnrnunit:,- formatson, negntiatinn. and perpetuation

The exmtence of the sesthetic and wsual tradtions and concems, ahngsd-e the bechmhgil:ﬂ ones, n the Meckthic
Caithness is highbighted and explored. Such concerns, norms, rules- of -thumb, and dogmes are conmdered for their
role in t=|:|'nn|ngi|:a| knnwledge transmission, and as the mechanisms which fostered social cohesion. The notion of
exercised creatnaty and deliberate choices in the pest is explored and contrasted with the role of tradition and con-
an'l'llt:r' i|'| thE Htﬂblﬂhmt ﬂl'd FErFEtLﬂtinn nFCnmn’ﬂ ﬂtﬂlrmmmunltlﬂ DF P’ﬂl:til:t‘ il'l NED'II:"III: rﬂrtl-l -igask SI:I:H:-
land. A theoretical and methodological framework incorporating an sesthetic approach and communaties -of - practice
ﬂFFmﬂ:h L] ﬂ'\:hgnlﬂgy = H#rfd ﬂnd Wﬂhﬂtrd i|'| termes DF its ﬂwli:ﬂhillt:r' ml‘ds I.‘I'-Esh.ld:,l ﬂFL‘I‘t mﬂtEriﬂI re-
mairs of the past, particularly prehestorc architecture.
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NEOLITHIC AND CHALCOLITHIC LARGE BLADES. IDENTIFYING AND DEFINING
EXCEPTIONAL LITHIC PRODUCTS

Session theme: 1. Artefacts, Buildings & Ecofacts

Sexsion organisers: Guichet, Thomas (Universite Paris 1 Pantheon Sorbonne; UMR 8215 Trajectoires) - Collin, Jean-
Philippe (Universite Libre de Bruxelles; CreA-Patrimoine; UMR 8215 Trajectoires)

Session format: Regular sexsi

In Meclithic and Chalcolithes Europe, large flint and obsidian blades stood out from most of the conternporany bithe
productsons. In some cases these maght be & few exceptional Hades produced on the fringes of normal debitage by
meckile knappers, whilst i others they maght represent large-scale production on dedicated sites. Either way, the large:
blades are dstinctive by thesr size and more broadly by the technical imvestment they displey.

Their very uneven dstribution across Europe - from Bulgana to Portugal and from haly to Denmark - is surpnising
and inewtuhly rarses the question of the appearance of these :x:l:E.pr-na| blades: lacal, subonomaus n:ﬁ:\l=|np-m=nt andf
or technical transmission from ancther part of Europe?

The arganizers of this session wish to brng together observations from across Eurcpe, with a particulsr focus on:

. the general archaeclogical context: culture, chronclogy, places of production (household, settlement, dedacat-
ad wnr*shcvps...:ll distnbution areas.

. the technical specihoities of the debitage: acquistson and selectson of rocks, shaping the core, removals prepa-
rakmn, d-ehita&z I:H:hniqun. .ﬂ-.rrf further information I'EEEII'I:"I'I.E the critena used for dehil:.:.ge tzchnq.lz du.gm-
sis would be haghly appreciated.



The ultimate aim of the sewsion s to draw up a panorama of the emergence and dechne of large flint and obsidian
hhdﬂ SCross thE D\:mtil'll.‘l‘ﬂ:.

ABSTRACTS

1

WHEN LARGE START TO BE MEANINGFUL: LONG BLADES PRODUCTION OF THE BLICQUY/
VILLENEUVE-SAINT-GERMAIN CULTURE

Abstract auther{s): Bostyn, Franceise (University of Paris 1; UMR B215) - Denis, Scléne (CHSR-UMR 8068
Temps)

Abstract format: Cral

Cwur paper will question the appearance of large blade preduction n Morth-western Ewrope. At the turn of the Vth
rmallennium, the H|iaqmyN||lenww-5§int-Gem1=in culbure: EMEerges in Morthern France and Middle Hzlglum o N
LBEK substratumn. An smportant rupture with the LBK ocours at thet time within the organisation of lithic productcns.
A diwersiheation of Fmdur_tiom (ﬂuk: and Faceted tool versus blade pr\ad.lctinns:l reveals 5 sc-grr:ntatinm:lf tasks with
the coexisterce of dfferent groups of knappers. This sepmentaticn goes even beyond domestic needs with the emer-
gence, in the course of the r_hmmhgy._ of the |:|n:||:|ur_1:i|:|n of |urge blades. This Fmdur_tinn 15 eaclumive to some sites
of the Paris Basin and i conducted by knappers of & very hagh level of know- how who can be considered specislsts.
Furﬂ'-ermnnz._ these |nng blades are pmd'l.nced' to circulate withm a hrge I:Errbcrry._ somebimes |:|:,- isrerant knuppers. En,
the individuslisation of large bledes a3 a proper techno-economic categony starts to be meaningful at the beginning
of the “Wth mallennium in this part nFEumPE. It allows Far hlghﬁ.ghtin.g the social segmentaton of the activities among
theze post-LBK communaties.

FROM THE FLINT MINES TO THE ENCLOSURES : LARGE BLADES FROM SPIENNES (BELGIUM)
DURING EARLY IVTH MILLENIUM BCE

Abstract author(s): Guichet, Thomas (Universite Pans 1 Pantheon Sorbonne; UMR 8215 Trajectoires)

Abstract format: Cral

Spiennes fint mires had been first described  between 1842 and 1851 before proper excavations tock place m 1867,
One hundred years and many campaigns |ater, hundreds of well shafts have been decovered, dsplayed between two
sectors, Petit-Spiennes and Camp-a-Cayaus.

Blades and cores had been already fownd dunng the 19th century researchs. Madern excavaticns in the G0s and BOs
revealed Hades producticn workshops within the twe sectors, in addition of an intense production of flint axes.

The fint mines of Spiennes have been larpely explotted dunng Meclithic, from the 42nd to the 23rd centunies. Blades
Fmdl—l:tﬂl'l 'A'Drsl‘ﬂp: I'lﬂ'iE &fﬂ htﬂd' to thE E'ﬂl'l'r' dﬂ'l m‘IEnﬂr’l. Thme‘ dm ane CnntEl‘nPﬂrﬂr}' to I:|I:|'|Er5 Er-t:'n:urﬁ
and domestic settlements where Spiennes blades have been found.

Thas contribution’s purpase is to present the results of the latests studies made sbout blades productions within the
two differents sectors of 5pu:r|n=s Hint mines.
Flint blocks, directly excavated from the well shafts, were shaped withan the workshops near by and blades were pro-

duced at the very same place.

Elﬂdﬂs I'ﬂ'l'ﬂ' r!'guhr hmﬂtl‘l ﬂnd thinms. -I-I'ﬂ':r' are I:IH.'AN:EI'I 15 ﬂl'ld 2':' cm hng h.lt thE‘ L:il'léﬂst are UF to 25 CImi. -I-I'ﬂir
edges and ndpes are lingar. Furthermore, sorme blades butts and bulbs could refer to the presswne technec. Based wpon

those critenas, we assume the coswnstence of two mujnr technics : indirect strikrlg and pressure.

EUCI-I Fdeul:l:lDl‘ﬁ m*d a I'll.EI'l |E‘-'E| ﬂ; Sklll ﬂl'd' rﬂisﬂ' thE‘ quHI:I:H'I ﬂ; tEEI'Il'II: EFEiﬂi!ﬂtﬂn. ESFEEH"'?" 'ﬁ+ﬂﬂ e
compare them to others productsons at Spiennes. Furthermore, clues of apprenticeshap have been identified withn
thE wnl'kshnFS.

f'.l'.:lprit:,- of the blades were disphrrd toward northern France and Be-Lgiurn enclose res, b|=||:|n.g|rg to the Michel:l:erg
culture. The proportion of Spiennes artefacts among blades is high. Spennes workshops were signdhcant blades dis-
|:||u>«:r: for communities north of Pans Basin,

THE NEOLITHIC SITE OF ORP/JANDRAIN-JANDRENOUILLE: NEW PERSPECTIVES ON THE
LARGE BLADES OF MIDDLE BELGIUM

MAbstract author(s): Collin, Jean-Philippe {Université Libre de Bruxelles)

Abstract format: Ciral

roii nk mines an es produckson, the anea o elzium swell known Bhanks to sibes such as ennes
ding fi i d blades prod h F Maddle Belg) Ik hank i h = S
(Mons Basin, Belgum) and Rijckholt-Sint-Geertruid [(Limburg, The Metherlands). Both stes emerged at the end
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