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EUROPEAN AND UKRAINIAN EXPERIENCE IN FOREIGN
LANGUAGE TRAINING OF THE TEACHER:
OVERVIEW OF STRATEGIES

Abstract. The article considers the issue of studying modern European
experience of teachers’ foreign language training strategies. It was found out that
using a certain strategy depends on the prospective experience of other countries
and national peculiarities in the field of foreign language teacher training. The
newest approaches in the European language policy should be taken into
consideration: complexification of research and practice in language education;
new vision of language; languaging/ plurilanguaging/ translanguaging;
assemblages of linguistic and semiotic resources; new vision of the class; the
class as a complex adaptive system; more interdisciplinary research; crossing
disciplinary barriers (languages/cultures-arts writing-STEM) and others. In the
European Union, which operates under the principle of «United in diversity»,
languages serve as a fundamental reflection of our cultural heritage. The reality
of linguistic diversity is an essential value upheld by the European Union. Article
3 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU) declares that the Union is committed
to honoring its rich cultural and linguistic variety. Furthermore, Article 165(2) of
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) highlights that
efforts should be directed toward enhancing the European dimension in
education, especially through the teaching and promotion of Member States'
languages, while also upholding cultural and linguistic variety (Article 165(1)
TFEU). The EU's language policy strategy is grounded in a commitment to
respecting linguistic diversity across all Member States and fostering intercultural
dialogue within the Union. To support mutual respect, the EU encourages the
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teaching and learning of foreign languages and the mobility of its citizens through
specialized education and vocational training programs. Proficiency in foreign
languages is seen as a crucial skill for every EU citizen to enhance their
educational and job prospects. In its contribution to the Social Summit for Fair
Jobs and Growth on November 17, 2017, in Gothenburg, Sweden, the
Commission proposed the concept of a «European Education Area», where by
2025, it is expected that being able to speak one's native language along with two
additional languages will become standard. Having analysed the European
experience of using the strategy of foreign language teacher training in general
and taking into account in particular the requirements for training a foreign
language teacher, the authors give an example of the activities of Foreign
Languages and Methodologies Department of the Faculty of Pedagogical
Education in Borys Grinchenko Kyiv Metropolitan University within the
framework of this issue.

Keywords: European experience; foreign language; foreign language
teacher training; pedagogical specialties; practical training; strategy; teacher
training.
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Komapuna Haranis BosoamMupiBHa KaHIMIaT MeAaroriyHuX Hayk,
JIOIIEHT, 3aBiayBad Kadeapu iIHO3EMHUX MOB 1 METOJIMK iX HaB4YaHHs, DaKyJIbTeT
nefaroriyioi  ocBith, KuiBchbkuil cToNMMuHUN yHIBepcUTET iMeHi bopuca
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€BPONEVICHKNN TA YKPATHCBKUH JOCBIJL
THIIOMOBHOI NIJITOTOBKHU MEJAT'OT'A: OTJISI
CTPATETIA

AHoOTanisi. Y CTarTli po3IJIAacTbCcs NUTAHHA BUBYEHHSI CY4YacHOIO
€BPOTICHCHKOTO  JOCBIJly CTpaTerid IHIIOMOBHOI MIATOTOBKH IIeJarora.
3’4COBaHO, 1110 BUKOPUCTAHHS MEBHOI CTpaTerii 3aJeXUTh BiJ] MEPCIEKTUBHOTO
JIOCBIZly 1HIIMX KpaiH Ta HAIllOHAIBHHX O0COOJMBOCTEH Yy cdepl 1HIIOMOBHOI
niaroroBku neparora. Ciiag BpaxOBYBAaTH HOBITHI MIJXOJIM B €BPOINEHUCHKIN
MOBHI{ MOJITUL1: KOMIUIEKCHICTh JOCIHIJI)KEHb 1 IPAKTUKH MOBHOI OCBITH; HOBE
OaueHHd MOBHM; MOBHMI/ 0araTOMOBHHI/ TpPAHCIIHIBAaJbHUN; CYKYIHOCTI
JIHTBICTUYHUX 1 CEMIOTUYHHUX PECYpPCiB; HOBE OaUeHHs KJAcy; KJac SIK CKJIaJHa



https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4841-6219
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9936-176X

haURH T

ICBIT

ISSN 278¢6-6165 (ONLINE) IN'=11(29)2024

aJlaliTUBHA CHUCTEMa; OUIbIIe MUDKIUCIUILIIHAPHUX OCHIKEHB; IOAOJaHHS
TUCHUIUTIHApHUX Oap'epiB (MOBU/KYJIbTYpU-MUCTENTBO McbMO-STEM) Ta iH1i.
VY €sponeiicbkomy Coro3i, sSIKUA Al€ 32 TPUHIUIOM «EIHICTH Yy pi3HOMA-
HITHOCT1», MOBM € (YHJIaMEHTAJbHUM BIJOOpPAXEHHSM HAIIOi KYJIbTYPHOI
cHaJIuHA. PeanbHICTh MOBHOIO PO3MAITTS € BAXKIMBOIO IIIHHICTIO, SIKY
niarpumye €Bpornericbkuii Coros. Crarts 3 JloroBopy npo €Bponeticbkuii Coro3
nporosonrye, mo Coro3 3000B’s13aHUN IIAHYBAaTH CBO€ OaraTe KyJbTypHE Ta
MoBHE po3maitts. Kpim Toro, crarts 165(2) JoroBopy npo ¢yHKIIOHYBaHHS
€poneiickkoro Coro3y MiIKPECIIOE, 110 3yCUIUIS MIOBUHHI OyTH CIIPsIMOBaH1 Ha
MOCWJICHHSI €BPOICWCHKOTO BHUMIPY B OCBITI, OCOOJIMBO 4Yepe3 HABUAHHS Ta
MOMYJISIPU3aLIiI0 MOB JIep>KaB-uJICHIB, a TAKOX MIATPUMKY KyJIbTYPHUX Ta MOBHE
pi3HOMaHITTs. CTpareris MOBHOI nmomTHkU €C rpyHTyeThcsl Ha 3000B’s3aHH1
NOBaKaTH MOBHE PI3HOMAHITTS B YCIX JiepKaBax-ujeHax 1 CIIPUATU MIKKYJIBTYp-
HoMmy paianory B Coro3l. 3 METOr MiATPUYKK B3aeMHOI noBarv, €C 3ao0xouye
BUKJIaJlaHHS Ta BUBUEHHSI 1HO3€MHUX MOB, MOOUIBHICTH CBOIX TPOMAJIsiH Yepes
IporpamMu CIeLiaii3oBaHoi OCBITH Ta NpodeciiiHoi miAroToBKU. BonomiHHs
1HO3€EMHHUMH MOBaMH PO3IJISIAE€THCA SIK BaXJIMBAa HaBUUYKA KOXKHOTO IPOMaJisi-
HuHa €C 115 TOKpaIeHHs iXHIX OCBITHIX Ta Mpo¢eCifHUX MepCrneKTuB. 17 umc-
tonaga 2017 poxy Kowmiciero O0yio 3ampornoHOBaHO CTpaTeriio «E€BpONenchbKOro
OCBITHBOTO MpocTopy» (M.I'erebopr, IlIBeris), peanizalis SK0i TpUBATUME 0
2025 poky BKJIIOYHO, 1 Iepedadarume chopMOBaHE BMiIHHS PO3MOBIISTH PiTHOIO
MOBOIO pa3oM 13 JBOMa JOJAaTKOBUMH MoBaMmHu. lle Mae cratu cranmapTom.
[IpoananizyBaBIy €BpONEHCHKUI JOCB1I BAKOPUCTAHHS CTPATErii 1HIIIOMOBHOI
MirOTOBKH TIEJarora 3arajioM Ta BpaXxOBYIOUH 30KpeMa BUMOTH JI0 TiATOTOBKU
BUMTENS 1HO3EMHOI MOBH, aBTOPHU HABOMSITh NPUKIIAM JISJIbHOCTI Kadenpu
1HO3€MHHX MOB 1 METOJMKH MEAArOT14HOr0 pakynbTeTy KuiBChbKOro CTOIMYHOIO
yHiBepcuTeTy iIMeH1 bopuca ['piHueHKa B paMKax [bOTO MUTAHHSL.

KuiouoBi cjioBa: eBpomneiicbkuil JOCBIJ; 1HO3€MHA MOBA; MeAaroriyHi
CIELIAIbHOCTI; 1HIIOMOBHA IMIJITOTOBKA TM€Jarora, MpPakTAUYHE HaBYAHHS;
CTpATEris; MArOTOBKA BUUTEIS.
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Introduction. In the modern circumstance of society development, the
problem of foreign language teacher training acquires a special importance.
Currently, scientific and theoretical research is being conducted, practical
experiments are being carried out, and foreign experience is being studied,
enriching an experience of the Ukrainian system of foreign language teacher
training in the conditions of European integration. The choice of the article topic
Is determined by the necessity of studying a foreign language issue in the context
of European history and taking into account the modern experience of the leading
European countries in the field of foreign language training of the future teacher.
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Analysis of the research problem. The issue of foreign language teacher
training takes on special significance, because European language policy
determines the work with students in pedagogical institutions of higher education
of Ukraine, in particular, in the part of a modern teacher’s foreign language
training (Kosharna, Petryk et al., 2023: 298). Studying the presented regulatory
framework of the Council of Europe certifies that European countries have
always paid special attention to the issue of language education. It is worth
applying to historical facts, in particular the European Cultural Convention
Ne 018, dated from December 19, 1954 (hereinafter - the Convention). The
purpose of this document defines the strategy of a long-term plan development
of relations between the peoples of Europe, namely mutual recognition of their
cultural diversity, protection of European culture, encouragement of national
contribution to the common cultural heritage of Europe (Convention, 1954) [27; 28].

According to Article 2 of the Convention, activities of the Council of
Europe in the field of language policy provided for the regulation of the special
points in Chapter 2. Content and technological support of teacher professional
training needs and priorities of the member states of the Council of Europe, such
as: actions, aimed at promoting language learning, ensuring and strengthening
language rights. Within the context, protection and encouragement to
intercultural communication are among the priority goals of the European Charter
of Regional or Minority Languages, open for ratification by member states since
1992 (Common European Principles for Teacher Competences, 2004).

Changes in the Council of Europe's approaches to language policy,
especially after the significant increase in the number of member states since the
1990s years, determine the European foreign language strategy of teacher training
and include: taking into account the demand for European instruments of foreign
language learning, teaching and assessment that makes it possible to compare
education systems from the point of view of teaching foreign languages and
language certification; including an approach focused on teaching a foreign
language in a broader educational project, based on linguistic and cultural
diversity as goals and means of learning / teaching; recognizing a high importance
of involving the block of foreign language disciplines in the compulsory
education system; implementing innovative teaching technologies in education
process (Common European Framework, 2001).

The purpose of the article is to study the modern European experience of
strategies of foreign language teacher training and to find out possible
peculiarities for applying into the national system of teacher training in Ukraine.

Some research methods such as observation, description, analysis of the
regulatory law framework in Europe, study and generalization of scientific
publications, and comparison were used.
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The key definition of the concept «strategy of foreign language teacher
training» and a foreign experience of its application. According to Collins
English Dictionary «strategy means» a general plan or set of plans intended to
achieve something, especially over a long period (Collins Dictionary, 2023)

Since the language policy directly affects the state of the teacher's foreign
language training and determines its content, let's turn to the example of England
in this matter .

In 2000, the Nuffield Foundation (a charitable trust established in 1943 to
support and develop research and innovation projects in education and social
policy) presented a report entitled Languages: The Next Generation. The
following year - in 2001 - the National Group of leading experts on languages
(Languages National Steering Group) was organized, the result of which was the
document presented at the state level «A Strategy of England. A language for all:
a language for life» (Research «Languages: the next generation», 2000).

In the knowledge society of the 21st century, language competence and
intercultural understanding are not optional extras; they are an essential part of
being a citizen. For too long the English as a nation have lagged behind in their
capability to contribute fully as multilingual and culturally aware citizens.
Likewise in the global economy too few employees have the necessary language
skills to be able to engage fully in international business, and too few employers
support their employees in gaining additional language skills as part of their job.
This strategy demonstrates a commitment of England to making progress towards
fulfilling the conclusions of the Barcelona European Council with regard to
language teaching and learning in schools. It was pointed out, «If we are to
achieve a situation where languages really are for all, we need to tackle current
blockages in the system» (Strategy for England, 2000: 6).

The document defines that language is a lifelong skill that is used in daily
communication and professional activities, opens up perspectives of intercultural
communication, influences the development of cultures, fosters respect for other
languages, and encourages the learning of other languages. To follow this
strategy, it is necessary, first of all, to improve the system of foreign language
training of teachers, which, in turn, will affect the learning process. An important
component of the strategy of foreign language training in England is the provision
of early foreign language learning for children, which will later form the
necessary foreign language communication skills in young people in the main
areas of activity - everyday communication, profession, travel, etc. The ultimate
goal of the strategy is to overcome international language barriers (Strategy for
England, 2000).

The special emphasis was made on teacher training for teaching a foreign
language to children of preschool and primary school age. An urgent need has
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been identified for a competent foreign language teacher who will provide the
child/student with a high level of knowledge, so that at the age of 11, their level
of foreign language proficiency corresponds to the Al gradation according to the
European framework for knowledge of a foreign language (Common European
Framework, 2001). It should be mentioned, when approaching the teaching
process of student-teachers, it is necessary to be prepared because their learning
Is more complex than children's. Student-teachers have certain advantages over
children, making their second language acquisition more successful. These
advantages include high cognitive potential and education (especially in
individuals with higher education), erudition, developed intelligence, and
increased motivation and self-regulation (Kosharna, Petryk et al., 2023: 2).

Within the framework of the strategy of foreign language teacher training,
we will give another example.

The European Centre for Modern Languages (ECML) is a Council of
Europe institution to which thirty-three countries currently subscribe. The ECML
assists its member states in addressing challenges within their national education
systems by: promoting innovative approaches to language education; advancing
the quality of learning and teaching languages; supporting the implementation of
language education policies; fostering dialogue between language education
practitioners and decision makers (European portfolio for pre-primary educators,
2012: 2).

To meet the needs of early foreign language learning of preschool children,
the Council of Europe has developed an educational and methodological portfolio -
PEPELINO, aimed at providing students - future teachers with knowledge for
professional activities. PEPELINO forms professional competencies, orients
preschool teachers to the intercultural dimension in working with children under
the age of 7, and aims to take into account the individual language preferences of
children in a multicultural environment (European portfolio for pre-primary
educators, 2012: 2).

Some scientists as Papadopoulos 1., Shin, J.K., having analyzed a problem
of teaching a foreign language to young learners, describe an educational
programme aiming to develop young foreign language learners’ persuasive
strategies, through their familiarization with aspects of culture from the South-
Eastern European countries. To investigate the impact of the project, they used
three research tools: a) Pre/post-investigatory assessment, b) the teachers’
journal, and c) students’ portfolios throughout the intervention. Analysis of
multiple data sources showed an increase in both quantity and quality of
persuasive strategies used as well as increased multicultural awareness in
choosing an appropriate strategy (Papadopoulos, Shin, 2021).
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We also should remember when we are speaking about the strategy of
foreign language teacher training, it is necessary to pay attention that in the
modern world, the issue of cultivating another language for young learners takes
on a new significance. It is explained by certain societal challenges, in particular
young learners who are migrants (Papadopoulos, Kosharna, 2023).

According to the European Commission’s recommendations, a special
course should be designed for foreign language teachers. It will offer an
opportunity to explore effective strategies for foreign language teaching and
learning. The course should focus on developing a deep understanding of how to
teach using a task-based approach as well as project-based learning. It is going to
offer a fresh, innovative approach to teaching foreign languages, how to engage
all students and enhance their learning experience and develop all language skills.

We agree that artificial intelligence (Al) in education is no longer part of
the future, it is our present. The course will provide the participants with the
necessary knowledge to fully understand and make the best use of Al tools. This
will enable the participants to prepare their lessons faster than ever, get new ideas
and make their classrooms more interesting and interactive [27].

The sustainable use of Al chatbots in teaching foreign languages is
achievable due to a critical attitude toward the technology, familiarity with its
social and historical context, and consideration of its benefits and potential
drawbacks. The development and introduction of policies on Al use in education
contribute to its proper use and keep from breaking the principles of academic
integrity. Based on personal experience, such Al chatbots as Mizou could
currently be implemented in foreign language learning based on the community
or personal experience and introduced in the classroom or as a self-study task.
Depending on the aim of the chatbot, the software offers multiple choices for
the assessment and practice of different language skills and knowledge via
multiple modes. Quiz, roleplay, multiple-choice questions, creative writing,
interactive stories, testing knowledge, and many other options are available in
terms of chatbot programming. But like any other technology, using Al chatbots
in the classroom should be determined by the needs and goals of the students,
taking into account both the advantages and disadvantages of each tool as well
as its potential for teaching (Rudnik, 2024: 23)

It is also recommended to take into consideration a multidisciplinary
approach to develop creativity, to dive into the local culture, and to use
storytelling as a fun tool to teach and learn a foreign language using Al [27].

All of the above definitely influenced the development of foreign language
teacher training strategies in Europe.

The Ukrainian experience in the field of foreign language teacher
training strategy. Therefore, Foreign Languages and Methodologies Department
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of the Faculty of Pedagogical Education in Borys Grinchenko Kyiv Metropolitan
University, taking into account the recommendations of the Council of Europe
on issues language education and training of foreign language specialists, as well
as the positive experience of European countries in the development of strategies
for foreign language teacher training and various approaches in the question,
using the main points of the National Strategy for the Development of Education
in Ukraine for 2012-2021 and updated educational and professional programs of
teacher training (012 Preschool education, 013 Primary education (specialization
«Foreign language»), proposed the following definition of the strategy of foreign
language teacher training:

The strategy of foreign language teacher training is a consistent,
sustainable plan for training a specialist to teaching foreign languages to
preschool children and pupils of primary school age, that is accompanied by
systematic monitoring of the motivation of students of pedagogical specialties to
study a foreign language languages; formation of their linguistic, discursive,
strategic, socio-cultural, methodical competences; development of technological
skills of future teachers to use and create their own innovative didactics products;
development of critical and analytical thinking skills, the final result of which is
the formation of a foreign language professional competence of the preschool and
primary education teacher, who is able to carry out professional activities in the
conditions of paradigmatic changes (A new strategy of professional training of a
teacher in the conditions of European integration, 2023: 302). The proposed
definition is the result of a scientific study of Foreign Languages and
Methodologies Department during 2016-2021.

While conducting the research, Foreign Languages and Methodology
Department of Borys Grinchenko Kyiv Metropolitan University pointed out four
strategic approaches of foreign language teacher training such as technologization,
digitalization, and professionalization expanding on the educational environment.

It was found out that the average technologization of the educational
process is one of the important directions of the strategy of foreign language
training of a modern teacher. Since this one the methodical direction acquires its
significance as in the leading countries of Europe, as well as in Ukraine, it is
worth highlighting in more detail the issue of technological aspects of foreign
language teacher training of the XXI century (Kotenko et al., 2020). Targeted and
correct application of the latest educational technologies during foreign language
learning affects the motivation of students of pedagogical specialties to master
the latter, enables the implementation of the principle of integration in the process
of foreign language teacher training, contributes to the formation of foreign
language communicative competence (Yuzkiv et al., 2020; Udovychenko et al.,
2021).
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In the context of the introduction of a new strategy for foreign language
training of the future teacher, the following should be applied approaches to
educational activity that meet the needs of today and follow the modern trend of
technology education. Taking into account pedagogical studies of the
phenomenon of technologization in education, we consider technologization in a
foreign language teacher training as a clearly organized foreign language learning
process for future teachers, which is connected with motivational, cognitive and
reflexive components in the structure of the model of foreign language training
of the future teacher and aimed at a high-quality, stable result in the system
(Kosharna N., Petryk L. et al., 2023: 304).

In general, the technology consists of the following components: general
organization of the learning process, student and teacher activities, diagnostics of
the learning process, purpose of use technologies and designing the expected
result (Rudnik, 2023).

Digitization of the educational process has enabled students of pedagogical
specialties to increase motivation to learn a foreign language and influenced the
level of formation of foreign language communicative competence through
communication with peers on the «Internet» network on educational platforms
within the framework of learning a foreign language (Kosharna, Petryk,
Solomakha et al., 2023).

The use of digital tools in the process of increasing foreign language
grammatical competence has proven its effectiveness. Communicatively oriented
digital and multimedia tasks on a foreign language grammar (English / German)
support students' interest and motivation in mastering complex grammatical
phenomena (Kosharna, Petryk, Solomakha et al., 2023). It is appropriate to work
with digital resources as in classes, as well as during independent work. Digital
content is not only modern and interesting for students, but also forms discursive,
strategic and methodical competence.

It was established that the advantages of using multimedia and digital
technologies in the process of teaching foreign languages are: providing a
significant amount of authentic information; influence on all channels of perception
due to the use of multimedia technologies (text, graphics, sound, animation,
video); adaptability; non-linearity of information provision; high involvement in
the educational process (Kosharna, Petryk, Solomakha et al., 2023).

The professional teaching practice plays an important role in training the
future primary school teacher, and it forms his/ her key professional qualities.
The key-point goals of professional teaching practice are to consolidate the
students’ knowledge in theory and to teach how to apply it in their future
pedagogical activities. This kind of practice develops the primary school
teacher’s professional abilities and skills of organizing the educational process in
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the classroom, adapting and improving in the future profession. The main
emphasis in practical teacher training should be on forming and developing the
teacher quality (Kosharna, Petryk, 2021: 50)

Involvement of native speakers in conducting guest (binary) lectures,
seminars, and practical classes is another way to expand the language space, the
opportunity for students of pedagogical specialties to listen and communicate
with native speakers. As for the lecturers, they use the specific linguistics
methods in the formation of students’ professional communicative competence
(Lebedieva, 2023).

Thanks to online platforms, our students received this form of work
systematically. The urgency of the outlined problem, the importance of taking
into account today's challenges, the need to create a harmonious and balanced
educational space encourage the search, selection and application of effective
learning technologies that would ensure the flexibility of organizing the
educational trajectory of students with the highest possible learning outcomes,
for example, using a technology HyFlex in the context of organizing a foreign
language teaching for students of specialties 013 «Primary Education» and 012
«Preschool Education» (Kosharna, Petryk, 2022: 25). In terms of modern
challenges, implementing in practice the HyFlex technology of teaching a foreign
language for future teachers of primary and preschool education provides
students with equal opportunities in mastering the disciplines of the foreign
language block (Kosharna N., Petryk, L., Rudnik Y., 2023: 69).

So, the choice and application of a foreign language teacher training
strategy effectively affects the solution of important tasks in the process of
foreign language training of the future teacher, namely: supporting the positive
motivation of students of pedagogical specialties to learn a foreign language;
forming competences as linguistic, discursive, strategic, sociocultural,
methodical; developing technological skills of future teachers to use and create
their own innovative didactic products; developing skill of critical analysis.

Conclusion. Considering the issue of a foreign language teacher training
strategy, it is necessary to combine a prospective experience of other countries
and national peculiarities in the field of foreign language teacher training. We
should be ready with the newest approaches to the language policy:
complexification of research and practice in language education; new vision of
language; languaging/ plurilanguaging/ translanguaging; assemblages of linguistic
and semiotic resources; new vision of the class; the class as a complex adaptive
system; more interdisciplinary research; crossing disciplinary barriers (languages/
cultures-arts writing-STEM); crossing barriers in research approaches; crossing
borders (geographical, but also in terms of body/mind/cognition/emotions);
assessment + pedagogy; scenario-based assessment and learning-oriented
assessment (The CEFR Report, 2023).
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