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RESEARCH COMPETENCE OF THE UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE 

AND LITERATURE TEACHER  IN AN  EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTION OF PROFESSIONAL SECONDARY EDUCATION 

 
Abstract. The article considers the research competence of a teacher of 

Ukrainian language and literature as an integrated personal and professional quality 
of a specialist, which reflects the motivation for scientific research, the level of 
mastery of the methodology of pedagogical research, personally significant qualities 
of the researcher, in particular, such as innovative thinking, the ability to creative 
and innovative activity. The formulation of the problem is due to the need to adapt 
the national education system to new requirements arising in the conditions of 
globalization and European integration. The author emphasizes the importance of 
integrating a competency-based approach into teacher training programs, which 
contributes to the development of critical thinking and analytical skills. The article 
analyzes the main challenges faced by teachers, such as the insufficient number of 
comprehensive modules on research methodologies, limited access to modern 
research materials, and the gap between theory and practice. The study also 
emphasizes the importance of academic freedom, proclaimed by the Law of Ukraine 
"On Education", which ensures the autonomy of participants in the educational 
process. An important aspect is the formation of research competence as an 
integrated personal and professional quality, which includes motivation for scientific 
research and mastery of the methodology of pedagogical research. The article 
contains recommendations for improving the professional competence of teachers 
through participation in scientific research, professional training and the use of 
modern technologies. The conclusions confirm that the development of research 
competence of teachers is a key factor in ensuring high quality education in Ukraine. 
In addition, attention is focused on the need to create conditions for self-education 
of teachers, which will allow them to constantly improve their knowledge and skills. 
The development of professional communities that will facilitate the exchange of 
experience and support of colleagues in their professional growth is also important. 
Thanks to these measures, we can expect an improvement in the quality of teaching 
the Ukrainian language and literature, as well as an increase in students' motivation 
for learning and independent research. 
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ДОСЛІДНИЦЬКА КОМПЕТЕНТНІСТЬ ВЧИТЕЛЯ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ 
МОВИ І ЛІТЕРАТУРИ В ОСВІТНЬОМУ ЗАКЛАДІ ПРОФІЛЬНОЇ 

СЕРЕДНЬОЇ ОСВІТИ 
 

Анотація. У статті розглядається дослідницька компетентність вчителя 
української мови і літератури як інтегрована особистісно-професійна якість 
фахівця, яка відображає мотивацію до наукового пошуку, рівень володіння 
методологією педагогічного дослідження, особистісно-значущими якостями 
дослідника, зокрема такими, як інноваційне мислення, здатність до творчої та 
інноваційної діяльності. Постановка проблеми обумовлена необхідністю 
адаптації національної системи освіти до нових вимог, що виникають в умовах 
глобалізації та європейської інтеграції. Автор акцентуює увагу на важливості 
інтеграції компетентнісного підходу у програми підготовки педагогів, що 
сприяє розвитку критичного мислення та аналітичних навичок. В статті 
аналізуються основні виклики, з якими стикаються вчителі, такі як недостатня 
кількість комплексних модулів з дослідницьких методологій, обмежений 
доступ до сучасних дослідницьких матеріалів та розрив між теорією і практи-
кою. Дослідження також підкреслює значення академічної свободи, 
проголошеної Законом України «Про освіту», яка забезпечує автономію 
учасників освітнього процесу. Важливим аспектом є формування дослідниць-
кої компетентності як інтегрованої особистісно-професійної якості, що 
включає мотивацію до наукового пошуку та володіння методологією 
педагогічного дослідження. Стаття містить рекомендації щодо підвищення 
професійної компетентності вчителів через участь у наукових дослідженнях, 
професійне навчання та використання сучасних технологій. Висновки 
підтверджують, що розвиток дослідницької компетентності вчителів є 
ключовим чинником для забезпечення високої якості освіти в Україні. Крім 
того, акцентується увага на необхідності створення умов для самоосвіти 
вчителів, що дозволить їм постійно вдосконалювати свої знання та навички. 
Важливим є також розвиток професійних спільнот, які сприятимуть обміну 
досвідом і підтримці колег у їхньому професійному зростанні. Завдяки цим 
заходам можна очікувати покращення якості викладання української мови та 

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6123-241X
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літератури, а також підвищення мотивації учнів до навчання і самостійного 
дослідження. 

Ключові слова: дослідницька компетентність; вчителі української мови 
та літератури; методи формування дослідницької компетентності; проєктний 
підхід; проєктна діяльність; учні; освітнє середовище; дослідницькі уміння і 
навички. 

 
Problem Setting. The leading trend in the development of national education 

is to increase attention to the quality of teacher training for research work. In line 
with modern trends in the development of education, the national education system 
of Ukraine is reorienting itself to the final result, expressed in terms of a 
competency-based approach, as well as the formation of a national qualifications 
system (NQS), consistent with the European Qualifications Framework (EQF). The 
core of the National Qualifications System (NQS) is the national qualifications 
framework (NQF), which allows measuring, comparing and correlating 
achievements in the field of education and establishing correspondence between all 
diplomas (or certificates) of education and training. NQF should become a reference 
point for the formation of educational standards at all levels. A new paradigm is 
being established in the education system - research, which focuses on ensuring the 
unity of educational and research processes. Such an approach will allow 
systematically covering those persons who study with research work both within 
individual educational subjects and research, that will be based on interdisciplinary 
connections. As a result, this will ensure that students master the methods of 
independent acquisition and assimilation of knowledge and will bring to a new level 
the demand for the issue of forming an individual research trajectory in teachers' 
professional activities. 

Analysis of the latest studies and publications. The emergence of modern 
strategies of competency-based education was determined by the trend towards 
integration and globalization of the world economy; the need to harmonize the 
European education system in accordance with changes in the educational paradigm [1]. 
Analysis of latest research and publications allowed us to state that the studies of            
J. Bowden, M. Leiter, R. Haigerty, O. Subetto and others are devoted to a deep study 
of the fundamental principles of the competency approach. The competency 
approach in the education system has become the subject of scientific research by 
N. Bibik, O. L. Holub, Dubaseniuk, O. Lokshyna, O. Ovcharuk, O. Pometun,                      
S. Palamar, O. Savchenko, S. Sysoieva and others. The phenomenon of “research 
competence” has been studied in the works of I. Zyazyun, L. Kalinina, D. Matsko, 
S. Palamar. As confirmed by the analysis of primary sources, a necessary condition 
for the implementation of the research paradigm of education is the research 
competence of the teacher. Therefore, it gives grounds to assert that the concept of 
“research competence of a teacher” is still debatable. Today, the issue of forming a 
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teacher's research competence requires a clear definition of its essence in the 
conditions of implementing the research paradigm of educational development in 
order to give a start to justifying the methodological platform for forming a teacher 
of the New Ukrainian School. 

K. Stepaniuk presents research competence as an integral personal quality, 
which is expressed in the readiness and ability to independently master and receive 
new knowledge systems as a result of transferring the semantic context from 
functional to transformative activity, based on existing knowledge, skills, abilities 
and methods of activity [2]. M. Golovan considers the teacher's research competence 
as a special functional system of the psyche and the associated holistic set of human 
qualities that provide him with the opportunity to be an effective subject of this 
activity [3]. In the research of S. Palamar, the research competence is considered as 
an integral characteristic of the personality of a specialist, which includes 
knowledge, skills, values, experience, personal qualities, reflection. M. Arkhipova 
defined the concept of “research competence of a future engineer-pedagogue” as 
mastery of the methodology and methods of engineering-pedagogical research, that 
is, the process of planning, organizing and implementing search and 
transformational activities, the object of which is the psychological-pedagogical and 
industry components [4]. Therefore, there is no unambiguous interpretation of 
research competence among researchers, as a result of which there is a need to study 
the theoretical aspects of such a phenomenon as “research competence” of a future 
specialist. 

The purpose of the article - is to determine an essence of the phenomenon 
of a research competence of the Ukrainian language and literature teacher in the 
context of reforming the education system. 

Presentation of the main material. The process of globalization has affected 
many areas of our lives, including education. The concept of “competence” is a main 
category of the competency-based approach to education, which, in the 
Qualifications Framework of the European Higher Education Area, is defined as a 
dynamic combination of knowledge, skills and abilities. In Ukraine, the adoption of 
the competency-based approach in education is accompanied by discussions about 
the essence of the concept of “competence”, the distinction between competencies 
and competences. The National Qualifications Framework approved by the Cabinet 
of Ministers of Ukraine defines a competence as the ability of a person to perform a 
certain type of activity, which is expressed through knowledge, understanding, 
skills, values and other personal qualities. At the same time, a research competence 
is one of the key ones, that is, those that are necessary for performing any 
professional activity. Thanks to it, the ability to think critically and analyze, the rapid 
adaptation of the individual in social and professional environments, the ability to 
investigate problems, make judgments based on weighted data, and make decisions 
on rational grounds are developed. Let us consider the requirements for a teacher, 



  

                                          № 2(43) 
   2025 
 

 
 
 

 
435 

 

namely a teacher of Ukrainian language and literature. The conceptual provisions of 
the New Ukrainian School identify nine key components of the New Ukrainian 
School formula. Let us note those that directly relate to the personality of the teacher, 
namely: a motivated teacher who has freedom of creativity and develops 
professionally; pedagogy based on a partnership between student, teacher, and 
parents; orientation to the needs of the student in the educational process and child-
centeredness. To implement them, a modern teacher is obliged to constantly develop 
professionally, focusing on the educational needs of the student in partnership with 
him and his parents. At the same time, it is assumed that a creative and responsible 
teacher, who constantly works on himself /herself, will receive academic freedom. 
That is, he/ she will prepare his /her  own author's curricula, choose textbooks, 
methods, strategies, methods and means of teaching himself /herself; actively 
express his/her own professional opinion. The state will guarantee the freedom from 
interference in professional activities. The role of the teacher is also changing, who 
will now act as a coach, a facilitator, a tutor, a moderator of the child's individual 
educational trajectory. The research competence is a basis for the development of 
intellectual, communicative, project skills; it develops critical thinking, and creative 
abilities of the educator. The basis of the educational process is the teacher, the 
student and educational programs. The success of the process depends on the quality 
and harmony of these three elements [5]. 

The research characteristics of the Ukrainian language and literature teachers 
and their competencies in the context of the main methods and techniques of 
research are gaining particular importance in the conditions of digitalization of 
educational activities. This emphasizes the need for continuous professional 
development to ensure high quality education in the modern information 
environment. 

We agree with the definition of S. Sysoeva, who notes that “a research 
competence is an integrated personal and professional quality of a specialist, that 
reflects the motivation for the scientific research, the level of mastery of the 
methodology of pedagogical research, personally significant qualities of a 
researcher, in particular such as innovative thinking, the ability to creative and 
innovative activity” [6], we note that only a teacher who himself /herself possesses 
a research competence can form research competence in students in Ukrainian 
language and literature lessons. 

The possession of research skills is critically important for teachers of 
Ukrainian language and literature, as it contributes not only to their professional 
development, but also increases the effectiveness of the educational process: in the 
modern educational environment, characterized by rapid changes and globalization, 
teachers must have the ability to independently analyze and evaluate new teaching 
methods and pedagogical technologies, and the research competence allows them to 
adapt curricula in accordance with the needs of students and the requirements of 
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society, which increases the quality of education. Teachers who possess research 
skills are able to stimulate critical thinking in their students by integrating research 
projects into the learning process, which encourages students to independently 
search for information, analyze texts, and form their own opinions, particularly in 
Ukrainian language and literature lessons, where the development of analytical and 
creative abilities is key; teachers' research activities contribute to the formation of a 
scientific approach to teaching. They can use the results of their own research to 
improve teaching methods and implement innovative approaches in teaching the 
Ukrainian language and literature. It increases their professional status and also 
provides students with access to relevant knowledge and the latest scientific 
achievements. 

To form the research competence in students in Ukrainian language and 
literature lessons, teachers can use modern methods and forms of interaction. Some 
groups of methods can be distinguished. They will contribute to forming the research 
competence in the Ukrainian language and literature lessons. They are research 
methods: interviewing, questionnaires, analysis; heuristic methods: heuristic 
observation, heuristic conversation; cognitive methods: methods of comparison, 
analogy, classification, methods of heuristic observation; productive methods: 
portfolio method, presentation method, project method, method of problem-solving 
tasks. However, it should be noted that in the modern world, the teacher can easily 
get confused in a multitude of methods and oversaturate the lesson or make it 
ineffective. To prevent this, the following strategies should be followed: 

1. Integration of research projects into the educational process of lyceums: 
implementation of projects that require students to independently research certain 
topics related to the Ukrainian language and literature, to analyze literary works, to 
compare different authors, or to study linguistic phenomena with various forms of 
interaction (in groups or individually, which will contribute to the development of 
collective and personal responsibility). 

2. Use of scientific knowledge methods: implementation of scientific research 
methods, such as observation, experimentation, and data analysis, will allow 
students to gain practical experience in conducting research (formulation of a 
hypothesis, collection and processing of data and conclusions based on the results 
obtained, presentation of results). 

3. Developing critical thinking by engaging students in discussions and 
debates on topics related to the Ukrainian language and literature. 

4. Using digital tools and resources for research can significantly increase 
students' interest (searching for scientific articles, using online libraries and 
databases to collect information, cloud technologies for data processing, AI tools. 

5. Creating conditions for independent work: it is important to provide 
students with the opportunity to work independently on research tasks (abstracting, 
theses, poster presentations, creating presentations or participating in scientific 
conferences that form the skills of planning and organizing their own activities). 
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6. Developing creative skills and using students' creative potential 
(encouraging creativity and a creative approach in researching topics). 

Scientific sources describe methods used to effectively develop students' skills 
in organizing their own research work. These are setting tasks: teaching students to 
formulate specific tasks for research. It includes defining the problem, finding 
relevant sources, planning the research; time planning: teaching students to allocate 
time for conducting research, including time for collecting and analyzing data, 
writing a report; selection of research methods: teaching children to choose 
appropriate research methods depending on the problem; analysis of results: 
teaching students to critically evaluate the results obtained, draw conclusions and 
identify possible limitations of the study; presentation of results: teach students to 
effectively present their research findings to the audience. 

In general, the teacher of Ukrainian language and literature should permeate 
lessons with methods that promote the development of research skills by adapting 
and diversifying them with modern topics, approaches and educational tools. 

It should be remembered that the formation of students' research competence 
will be successful provided that the teacher's research competence is formed. 

G. Serdyuk notes that "professional interaction on the problem of developing 
research competence is carried out in the process of independent processing of 
educational materials and exchange of experience during web conferences, online 
communication, chat consulting and on educational platforms for the Ukrainian 
language and literature teachers. In advanced training programs, the research 
competence is not singled out in the list of professional competencies. The results of 
empirical research (survey) confirm the relevance of the problem of developing 
research competence of teachers of the Ukrainian language and literature. Currently, 
the problem of forming a scientifically oriented educational environment in the 
system of scientific and methodological work of the institution, which ensures the 
acquisition of specialized secondary education, is relevant. Teachers must 
implement the new content of education through science, using the latest learning 
technologies" [7]. 

Based on the analysis of scientific literature, a number of key approaches to 
improving the research competence of teachers of the Ukrainian language and 
literature in the educational environment have been identified, such as: a 
technological approach; integration of scientific research into practice; professional 
training and advanced training; creation of conditions for self-education; use of 
project-based learning; exchange of experience [5]. 

In general, the implementation of these approaches will ensure the 
comprehensive development of the research competence of teachers of Ukrainian 
language and literature, which will positively affect the quality of education and the 
preparation of students for independent research activities in the future. 
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Conclusions. It has been determined that the formation of research 
competence of teachers is a necessary condition for their professional development. 
The analysis of scientific sources allowed us to establish that the research 
competence of teachers of the Ukrainian language and literature should be 
interpreted as an integrated personal and professional quality, reflecting the 
motivation for scientific research, the level of mastery of the methodology of 
conducting research in the practical plane, the formation of personally significant 
qualities as conditions for the implementation of his individual research trajectory 
and the systematic involvement of students in educational and research work. The 
general characteristics of the component of the teacher`s individual research 
trajectory are revealed. 

Thus, forming a research competence of teachers of the Ukrainian language 
and literature is an important factor in ensuring the high quality of the educational 
environment that meets modern requirements and trends. The results of the analysis 
of modern research confirm the need for further research in this area in order to 
develop effective strategies and methods for increasing the professional competence 
of the Ukrainian language and literature teachers. 
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