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The research focuses on the corpus analysis of Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas  

speeches over her period of reign, 1952-2021, finding the lexical changes throughout 

the years. We used the Voyant Tools software to identify changes in vocabulary, 

sentence structure, word frequency, and thematic emphasis from 1952 to 2021. We 

made seven divided corpora, highlighting political, technological, and social contexts 

that influenced the Queen’s discourse. We have done the comparative analysis between 

selected speeches 1952 and 2021, and 1999 and 2000, revealing a stylistic shift from 

formal to personal resonant language. The paper examines how lexical choices and 

rhetorical strategies adapt over time to maintain changes. The study contributes to the 

fields of corpus linguistics, political discourse, and media communication. It also 

demonstrates how corpus tools can have an influence in diachronic stylistic analysis. 

Key words: corpus analysis, lexical changes, corpus of texts, Christmas speeches, 

corpus linguistics, Queen Elizabeth II. 

 

I. Introduction. 

 

Corpus linguistics developed in the ‘60s and ‘80s of the 20th century, at 

time of a rapid technological progress, when ‘technical communications’ began to 

completely change the existence of all humanity and research in the Humanities 

(Zyngier et al. 2008; Сhesnokova 2016; van Peer and Chesnokova 2017). Therefore, it 

is a revolution in the research of linguists. In practice, corpus linguistics is the use of 

text corpora: precisely, it uses standardized, unified, and structured arrays of texts, 

which were created specifically for individual linguistic research. Such corpora are 

basically massive linguistic databases, allowing researchers to analyze textual usage 

patterns, some syntactic structures, and subsequently, some semantic changes. Having 

the ability to compare systematically linguistic data from one point to another over time 

unlatches precious insight into the variation of a language and evolution. 

The first largest corpus ever built was BC (Brown Corpus), created by Brown  

University in the United States, which, at that time, contained about 500 texts 

containing several thousand words each. This was a rather significant breakthrough in 

the field of computational linguistics capacity to data language. This corpus became 

the basis for further researches and provided a model systematic structuring explication 

of linguistic data (Meyer, 2004). In addition, we can note that the principles that were 

created in the course of the development of The Brown Corpus had a remarkable 

impact on contemporary corpus compilation methods, they have created the coherent 

and wholesomeness of linguistic doctrines. 

Another major corpus is the Corpus of Contemporary American English  

(COCA), which encompasses more than 1 billion words and a wide range of texts, 

including literary fiction, newspapers, articles, from the newspapers, academic articles 

and some colloquial dialogues (Davies, 2008). One of COCA’s main advantages is its 

capacity to make comparisons, especially diachronic comparisons, confessing us to 

consider the study and variations in word usage, grammatical structures, and discourses 

over all the time. The constantly expanding corpus gives linguists the opportunity to 

keep track of language trends and analyze language growth actual. Also, it should be 
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noted that COCA supports granular frequency analysis and extract the phrases, helping 

researchers identify quotidian phraseological patterns in various domains such as 

formal writing, colloquial speech or even academic discourses. 

Today, the existence of substantial corpora makes linguists’ work a lot easier. 

However, it should also be made clear that this is not pure and clarified machine work, 

and in any case, no work can be done superbly without the human mind, which is 

absolutely critical tools. 

Linguistic analysis that is automated and case-based makes human beings work  

much faster and effortless as it is done by computer, but the work will still be imperfect 

enough without human-conducted analysis. It should be noted that any other kind of 

process, like the case analysis, is prone to errors, inaccuracies, problems, and so other 

unnecessary imperfections. To diminish the percentage of unsuccessful analysis, 

linguists use countless pre-processing methods, tokenization, removal of stop words, 

which makes cleaner the raw data. As well, cross-validation using all time more than 

one corpus helps to enlarge the dependability of linguistics originality and the accuracy 

of the conclusion results. The stemming and part-of-speech tagging are the pre-

processing techniques that define the dataset further, making sure that forms of words 

and grammatical structures are congruous. It is absolutely impossible to preserve the 

integrity of linguistic comparisons without these necessary steps. Also, it is 

unnecessary to minimize in corpus-based works potential distortions. 

In the main, corpus linguistic, and its solicitation often go beyond the  

conventional frontier or linguistics influencing areas such as analysis of historical 

language, artificial intelligence, sociolinguistics (Jurafsky & Martin, 2020; Viana, 

2022). Advances in computational linguistics have opened on to change for the better 

in natural language processing systems, which in turn rely on enormous corpora to 

improve machine translation and mechanized text generation. Corpus-based methods 

are, moreover, used to study points of view and emotions texts, allowing researchers 

to cognize how people express themselves on different platforms, such as social media, 

news, online articles, websites, and reviews. One more notable application is speech 

consciousness technology, where linguistic data from corpora help raise and improve 

the precision of voice assistants, automated transcription services, and in-time 

translation tools, making them more methodical, structured and reliable. 

The relevance of the corpus analysis of Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas  

speeches are that this analysis lies in the fact that analysis like this allows not only 

revamp and further explore the conclusions of already conducted studies, but also to 

look at and define many seemingly traditional linguistic concept and terms in a new 

way. It is possible to see how social narratives, emotions, rhetoric, and vocabulary 

changed in the speeches from the very beginning of the monarch’s reign in 1952 to the 

last speech in 2021 (van Peer and Chesnokova 2019). It is also important that a corpus 

analysis will allow us to show the changes in the Christmas speeches of Queen 

Elizabeth II from 1952 to 2021: analysing 69 Christmas greetings (46,806 words in 

total). By analysing language patterns in different historical periods, it is possible to 

regulate how global events, technological progress, and social changes have influenced 

the Queen’s rhetoric. Furthermore, comparatives procedure can be employed to 

contrast these speeches with other political or royal addresses after contextualizing the 
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findings. It is important to note that no similar systematic corpus analysis has been 

conducted before. 

The topic I have chosen is unique from both sides, theoretical and practical.  

Anyway, the corpus analysis cannot completely occur without a human activity. 

Comparing with purely reckoning approaches that rely mainly on algorithmic 

processing, corpus analysis essential a person to understand the contextualization of 

conclusions, recognize nuances, and effectively interpret the evolution of language. 

The exchange between quantitative data and qualitative assessment provides a global 

understanding of linguistic phenomena, making this paper an important contribution to 

both applications, such as linguistic theory and practice.  

The research tool employed is Voyant Tools software, which except for multi- 

level text analysis counting tools such as word frequency analysis, collocation analysis, 

moreover, the word cloud creation, the trends and also, it reveals the evolution of the 

monarch’s rhetoric. Voyant Tools software is globally used in unique linguistic 

research, owing to its ability to come up with visualization of text data, trend graphs, 

and word clouds, as well as lexical solidity quantification.   

These functions allow us to analyze more detailed and visual different language  

changes. Also, Voyant Tools gets us to identify phrases and multilingual expressions 

(n-grams) that give an immeasurable understanding of repetitive speech patterns. This 

functionality is especially useful for tracking the evolution of phraseological units 

within a special corpus for a long period. 

Focusing on one speaker over a long time, the work offers a rare linguistic  

analysis that hands out to both linguistic and historical research. The outcomes of this 

research may let out broader linguistic trends in political and royal speeches. It may 

also show how the monarch adjusts his discourse to maintain its significance in 

accordance with changing societal values and expectations. The results of this study 

may be useful for media discourse analysis, scholars in political linguistics, and, so 

more, speechwriting, as they reveal effective rhetorical techniques that have 

contributed to the Queen’s lasting influence and public perception. Queen Elizabeth 

II’s Christmas speeches, as a choice, as the object of study, are motivated by their 

unique role in the monarchy’s communication with the public. These annual addresses 

dispense a linguistic data’s consistent set that allows for a diachronic comparison of 

rhetorical strategies and thematic development, making them a perfect source for 

tracking linguistic evolution. 

The results of the research have been approbated: 1) at the following scientific  

conferences: "Germanic languages: problems and prospects of research. Literature of 

foreign countries in the context of studying Romance and Germanic languages. 

Digitalization of philological research" (2024), "New Trends in Translation Studies, 

Philology, and Linguodidactics in the Context of Globalization Processes" (2025); 2) 

in the articles: "Queen Elizabeth Christmas addresses: corpus analysis"(Onyshchenko, 

2024), " Vocabulary change in the first (1952) and in the last (2021) Christmas 

addresses of Queen Elizabeth II: a corpus analysis" (Onyshchenko, 2025). 

The object of the study is the language of Christmas speeches of Queen Elizabeth 

 II during all the time of her reign (1952–2021). 

The subject of the study is the lexical changes in the Christmas speeches of  
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Queen Elizabeth II. 

The aim of the study is to define the lexical features and the frequency of use of  

certain words in the speeches of Queen Elizabeth II from 1952 to 2021 to gain a 

completely unique analysis using a specially selected program. 

The research material is the scripts of the Christmas speeches of Queen  

Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom, extracted from the media and websites. 

 

II. Theoretical background. 

 

Corpus analysis is indeed the most important element of contemporary and  

current linguistic research. The researcher is able to conduct automated, systematic 

study of large text collection, data text so on. This method makes models of language 

more open and accessible to linguists, which helps them to understand more extensive 

the language change, diffusion, and diversification. In consequence, through the use of 

corpus-based methods, researchers will have the ability to identify and discover, and 

further works very complex linguistic structures, clearly track linguistic changes that 

have formed and changed over all the time. Many other different scientific papers 

(McEnery & Hardie, 2012; Baker, 2006) support and mention the above statements 

about the corpus analysis and its importance. 

Brezina and McEnery (2021), in their scientific works and studies, raise the long- 

standing academic debate about what is the best way to investigate or use corpus data 

for language research, so they focus on the frequency of linguistic and speech 

phenomena in the real-world usage and their relative distribution in the corpus set. The 

authors argue that only through critical analysis and exhaustive investigation of corpus 

data case. So on, we can expect to use frequency data cases accurately and 

meaningfully for some comparison. This work (Brezina and McEnery (2021) 

highlights the crucial role of linguistic corpora in the development of empirical 

language works, which can emphasize the path of invention in linguistics, the mistakes 

of epistemic gates, and the mechanism in which language is acquired. It compounds 

such linguistic analysis with further interpretation. Therefore, this establishes a 

relationship between the statistic and the context inquiry. This dual application further 

increases the significance of finding the language use based on corpus-method 

research, primarily in the improvements of teaching materials, as well as in the 

development of assessment tools that are more effective. Faintly, a little bit more than 

marginally would be very applicable to the translating of authentic language use in 

language programs. 

Though, in creating their arguments and theories, some scholarships (Brezina &  

McEnery, 2021) juxtaposes this perspective with theoretical linguists’ frameworks that 

actually observe the potential of corpus linguistics. It caused bridging the gap between 

language teaching practices and linguistic theory. Thus, corpus analysis still figures 

contemporary linguistics, providing researchers with reliable empirical data for 

searching language dynamics. The corpus-based methods scope is so widespread that 

they go beyond academic research and supremacy of lexicography, computation 

linguistics, translation studies, and language modeling based on the artificial 
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intelligence paradigm. As technology expands, corpus linguistics remains as an 

indispensable tool for uncovering the nature of human spoken language. 

John Sinclair is considered as the real British Corpus linguistics beginning  

researcher, Sinclair, developed the concept of "principle of idiomatic" with what he 

speculates frequently, noting that the language is composed of strong word 

combinations and collations (Sinclair, 1991). His work on the Collins Birmingham 

University International Language Debates (COBUILD) project, later, conduct him to 

create one of the first electronic corpus ever. This was noted as the basis for the Collins 

COBUILD English Dictionary (1987). He systematized the methods of analysis of 

lexical-grammatical patterns in the book he wrote, emphasizing the importance of data 

for lexicography and discourse study. 

Paul Baker, who is known as a writer and professor at the University of 

Lancaster, searched the usage of corpus methods in critical analysis of discourse and 

sociolinguistics. In his book, Using Corpora in Discourse Analysis (Baker, 2006), he 

has shown how the analysis of collocations reveals ideological patterns in media 

representations of gender or ethnic groups. His research (Baker, 2006) highlights the 

interdisciplinary potential of corpus linguistics. 

Mark Davies is a notable person in the field of corpus linguistics, best known for  

making some of the most commonly used sources in research of linguistics, such as the 

Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) (Davies, 2008). COCA is one of 

the most famous Davies’ projects. The Corpus of Contemporary American English 

comprises more than 385 million words, for a complete survey of the using of 

American English in various genres from 1990 to 2008, most of all talking of this. 

Davies will tell us in detail about his other achievements, like the Global Web Corpus 

of English (GloWbE), which has almost 2 billion words and serves as an excellent 

source of data for studying of the English language in twenty different English-

speaking countries around the world. 

Davies has joined corpus linguistics in Spanish and Portuguese, also working on  

English corpora. He created a Spanish corpus of text from the 12th to the 21st century, 

containing 100 million words, which now can be used as a source for learning the 

Spanish language history. A Portuguese corpus of text from the 14th to the 21st 

century, containing 45 million words as a source for Portuguese language studying, 

and its individual dialects, and so on. This includes Davies’s work in corpus linguistics, 

which is not only because of the wide usage and about the great importance today. The 

widespread use of these corpora for grammatical and lexicography analysis, but also 

for linguists on the sociolinguistic fields’ variation and regional variation, as for 

pedagogy, through teaching materials and language dictionaries. As a linguist and 

researcher, Davies has developed and used corpus, and corpus influence on the 

application of new methodologies in research in the linguistic field. Linguistic research 

and teaching have allowed an empirical approach to the search for the structure of 

language and behavior in several contexts and raised corpus linguistics to a position of 

an integral part of contemporary linguistic research (Davies n.d.). 

It should be noted that Davies, also, created the TV and Movie corpora.   

These corpora are helpful enough for linguists in the analysis of language use in 

television and film scripts, and also present a unique perspective on spoken English. 
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Davies’s work is such an example of the creation of common large corpora of texts in 

different genres for an analysis of languages changes and patterns. This research 

(Davies, n.d) has given practitioners and linguists powerful tools for analyzing data, 

considerably making it possible to research linguistic models and history. Davies’s 

work (Davies, n.d) also outstandingly advanced the corpus linguistic field. Davies is 

widely recognized as a wonderful linguist, due to his main contributions to corpus 

linguistics. One of the huge available corpora is the COCA (the Corpus of 

Contemporary American English) which allows scholars to monitor changes in 

language and quantify word and phrase used as a study of grammatical phenomenon 

in context.  

Douglas Bieber, has made a great influence into the corpus analysis  

development, more precisely, the multi-dimensional analysis (Multi-Dimensional 

Analysis). This analysis allows us, and scholars, to identify statistical differences 

between languages and its genres in the corpus (Biber, 1988). His book Register, 

Genre, and Style (2009, jointly with Susan Conrad) has become a classic resource that 

is important for many researchers’ works to this day. This book (Register, Genre, and 

Style, 2009) helps to analyze stylistic differences, finding applications in linguistics 

and stylistics. 

The aforementioned Susan Conrad, who is a Bieber’s co-author, focused on the  

applied aspects of corpus analysis, especially in teaching English. She has illustrated 

and demonstrated how the corpus data can be used to create educational materials 

adapted to academic and professional levels (Biber & Conrad, 2009; Conrad, 2017). 

Claire Hardaker is a leading corpus linguist; her area of knowledge is online  

language usage, in particular, the language of deception, aggression, and manipulation 

in digital environments. Hardaker’s work (Hardaker, 2015) has been key in interpretive 

efforts on behaviors such as abuse, trolling, or misinformation in the context of online 

activity, which relied on her innovative application of corpus linguistic techniques to 

analyze conversation patterns from a wide range of communicative contexts online. 

The author’s emphasis is on linguistic analysis to help legal investigations identify 

patterns of deceptive, threatening, and abusive language. The tools developed within 

this research will be of significant use to professionals in law enforcement, legal, and 

cybersecurity domains who have the task of identifying and analyzing malicious online 

communications.  

Carita Paradis’s work (Paradis, 2016) has helped to demonstrate how language  

reflects mechanisms of thought, communication skills, and social behavior. Carita 

Paradis is dedicated to creating meaning in different language environments, focusing 

on purely theoretical and applied implications and of studying in the context of 

interaction in real life. Carita Paradis made a very special contribution to the lexical 

semantic field, and she has developed analytical schemes to this end. Carita Paradis 

has proven that these schemes are very useful for the deep studying of language in real 

life usage. 

These schemes show how linguistics expresses, their structures can inform us  

about human cognitive experience, social interaction, or even decision-making. These 

fields are important for the learning of the existent conditions where speech or 

languages work. Otherwise, it is a tool for communication and interaction of the wide 
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cognitive mechanisms that ascertain our perception with the society. Along with 

theoretical work, Carita Paradis played a pivotal role in the development of London-

Lund Corpus 2 (LLC-2). LLC-2 is such a full body of the English language that has a 

large amount of, in general, 0.5 million words. LLC-2 is the corpus of spoken British 

English assembled during and from 2014 to 2019 (Poldvere, Johansson, 2020).  

Apart  from the fact that LLC-2 having a large number of resources valuable to  

linguists interested in modern-day English. LLC-2 itself presents plentiful data for 

language research in its natural and diurnal setting and is widely applied in studies on 

sociolinguistic imbalance, pragmatics, and analysis of speech. Corpus as this would be 

one of the most important resources to investigate about the ever-changing dynamics 

of spoken language and what that change has to do with meanings expressed through 

the conversational medium. 

Thus, Carita Paradis’ work (Paradis, 2016) goes a long way significantly in  

developing our valuing for how language structure does not only reflect the processes 

of prediction. This also assumes a central function in the context of social interactions. 

Connecting empirical data with theory, her work (Paradis, 2016) issues a deep 

understanding of the people’s use of language to manage both their internal mental 

states and the social environment around them. 

Paradis has made a greatly contribution to the study of how language structures  

reflect cognitive processes and features of social interaction. Her work (Paradis, 2016) 

manages to close the gap between theoretical linguistics and real-life linguistic data, 

also providing a deep study of the human use of language for the discuss both the social 

environment and internal mental states. (Paradis, 2016). 

The International Journal of Corpus Linguistics (IJCL, 2025) should also be 

noted in this research work. This journal (IJCL, 2025) can be noted in this paper as a 

leading academic journal published by John Benjamins. Since 1996, IJCL has been 

central to the corpus linguistics studies based on the analysis of large corpora. This 

journal is published six times a year, every year, and includes scholars’ articles, 

software reviews, special books. We can find, in this journal, the special issues such as 

syntax analysis, lexicography, and machine learning research in natural spoken 

language. The IJCL proposes a platform for scholars from all around the world that 

helps explore corpora reveal its language patterns, including semantic, grammatical, 

and pragmatic aspects.  

The journal (IJCL, 2025) surrounds a wide range of methodologies researches,  

from statistical analysis of texts to actively supports approaches connecting linguistics 

with sociology, psychology and computer science. The IJCL is known for its 

publications that have a high-quality range, making it as a special and dependable 

source for linguists working with big text corpora. In addition, articles from IJCL 

journal often open innovative methods such as using a corpus to study language 

variability in multilingual contexts. The journal, moreover, also actively publishes 

work related to the development of new tools for making their analysis, which makes 

it as an important resource for researchers that are trying to find or create, then use 

modern linguistic databases. 
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III. Methodology. 

 

This section describes the methodology used to investigate lexical changes in the 

Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas speeches from 1952 to 2021, based on the corpus 

analysis (Jurafsky & Martin, 2020; Viana, 2022). This section also handles the non-

identical stages of the data collection and research. The corpus analytical tools of the 

analysis program are used to analyze the texts. The study encompasses a group analysis 

of lexical changes. This makes it possible to notice the evolution of key thematic 

emphases and the linguistic features and key thematic in the speech of the monarch. 

Special attention is placed on determining the frequency of word usage and word 

combinations, as well as the trend of their co-occurrence or use with other thematic 

words. 

The first stage of the work involved collecting relevant information, specifically  

the official transcripts of Queen Elizabeth II’ Christmas speeches published on the 

British monarchy’s official website. In the course of the preparation of the texts, 

technical aspects were edited carefully, including the possible correcting of formatting, 

publication notes, or any other elements that could have an effect on the accuracy of 

the analysis. 

The second step in the paper was to group the Christmas speeches into seven  

time periods: Corpus_1 consists of 9 greetings during 1952–1960 – and shows the 

beginning of the Queen’s reign, traditional preservations, Great Britain during the post-

war time, and the first speech has shown on television (6,112 words in total). Corpus_2 

consists of 10 greetings during 1961–1970 – and shows cultural and social changes, 

decolonization time, monarchy’s role in that time world, and technological progress 

(5,358 words in total). Corpus_3 consists of 10 greetings during 1971–1980 – and 

shows the economic and political changes, Queen’s Silver Jubilee, and changes in 

society (6,815 words in total). Corpus_4 consists of 10 greetings from 1981–1990 – 

and shows the Falklands War, international relationships, the influence of media on the 

monarchy (7,952 words in total). Corpus_5 consists of 10 greetings during 1991–200 

– and shows the Crisis in the Royal family, the death of Princess Diana, and the new 

millennium (7,508 words in total). Corpus_6 consists of 10 greetings during 2001–

2010 – and shows Queen’s Golden Jubilee, globalization, digital era development, and 

technological advancements (5,977 words in total). Corpus_7 consists of 11 greetings 

during 2011–2021 – and shows the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the pandemic of 

COVID-19, the farewell of Prince Philip, and the final addresses (7,084 words in total). 

These divisions into seven parts were chosen in order to come up with a clear  

well-organized analysis and also to identify lexical changes in the speeches of the 

monarchs over long time periods. Each period of time highlights technological, social, 

political changes. These changes may have influenced the Queen’s rhetoric. Decades 

division allows us to find key linguistic transformations and to clear changes of certain 

words frequency. Stylistic devices and techniques, thematic accents, and emphases 

over nearly 70 years were used. 

The analysis will focus on adapting discursive strategies over decades, linguistic  

patterns, and word frequency changes. This division provides a plainer and cleaner 

picture of monarch’s communication style with society has changed over almost 
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seventy years. Furthermore, this division highlights the continuity of royal discourse 

and its transformation. This data collection approach allows the further analyses of the 

royal discourse transformation and focuses on maximum precision. 

After analyzing all seven corpora with the Voyant Tools software, the next step  

will be to compare the first (1952) greeting with the last (2021) greeting, will be 

important, especially for demonstrating the most noteworthy thematic and lexical shifts 

during Queen Elizabeth II’s reign. Thus, analyzing the first and the last speeches and 

realize their difference, gives us an understandable view of the monarch’s lexical and 

discursive strategies. 

As a final step, it will be the comparison of the Christmas (1999) greeting and  

the Christmas (2000) greeting. Such selection of greetings is due to a great event, the 

beginning of the new millennium. The year 1999 marks the closing of the whole 20th 

century, and at the same time, the year 2000 represents the dawn of the new unknown 

era. It can provide us an opportunity to examine how Queen’s vocabulary changed due 

to this historic event. Also, her future-orientated discourse will be shown. The 

comparison of these two absolutely different speeches will allow us to analyze how 

Queen Elizabeth II framed the past and, in contrast, the future.  

The Voyant Tools software was chosen to conduct this paper, which provides a 

exhaustive analysis of word occurrence, stylistic features, and thematic changes in 

Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas speeches. It should be noted that the ability to identify 

the evolution of the disappearance and appearance of certain expressions and words 

allows us to evaluate which topics became more valuable if different decades and what, 

afterwards, makes to lost their relevance. The Voyant Tools allows us to create trends 

and Word cloud, as graphs of the word combination. Therefore, the use of these 

cartographic analyses authorize to get a total view of Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas 

speeches evolution. 

 

IV. Results. 

 

Summary tool. 

The following section dispenses a completed analysis of the Summary Tool for  

each and every one of the seven corpora. The key linguistic indicators were explored, 

such as total word count, readability index, average number of words per sentence, and 

vocabulary density. 

The Vocabulary Density tool highlights the diversity of choice, reflecting the  

shifts in lexical complexity in each corpus over time. When the density is higher, it 

indicated a wider range of vocabulary; at this time, when the density is lower, it may 

indicate a simplified and repetitive style of language. The readability index estimates 

the extent to the speeches which were accessible to the public. This way, it can help us 

to understand how the Queen’s speeches are supposed to become more simplified, 

colloquial, and more formal over all the time. In addition, revealing and analyzing 

potential changes in the Queen’s rhetorical style, then examining the average number 

of words in each sentence, allow us to research sentence structure and syntactic 

complexity of the Christmas speeches. Sentences that are longer may indicate more 

accessible and direct approach. 
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Figure 1.1 Summary tool: Corpus_1 

 

This figure shows an outline of the linguistic features of the Corpus_1 (1952– 

1960). This data designates a long average length of sentence in proportion, and 

moderate the lexical variation, reacting on the ceremonial and formal tone 

characteristic during the post-war period of the Queen’s early speeches. 

 

 
Figure 1.2 Summary tool: Corpus_2 

 

This figure provides the key of the linguistic characteristics of the second corpus, 

(1961–1970). Also, it shows a decrease in the number of unique word forms and the 

number of words in general, focused on thematically limited vocabulary.  

 

 
Figure 1.3 Summary tool: Corpus_3 

 

This figure provides the lexical aspects of the third corpus (1971–1980). A 

vocabulary density decrease may indicate a big tendency towards generalized language 

or repetition. 

 

 
Figure 1.4 Summary tool: Corpus_4 
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This figure presents the statistical profile of the fourth corpus (1981–1990). This  

corpus contains a bigger number of unitary word forms and words especially. This 

demonstrates a growth of discourse and wide thematic coverage among the growing 

public and attention to the monarchy from the media. 

 

 
Figure 1.5 Summary tool: Corpus _5 

 

This figure illustrates the linguistic summary for the fifth corpus (1991–2000). 

The mingling of the sentence length in medium and low readability index may reflect 

a shift towards more approachable language during a period decided by public scrutiny 

and institutional challenges. 

 

 
Figure 1.6 Summary tool: Corpus_6 

 

This figure shows us the linguistic indicators of the sixth corpus (2001–2010).  

We see the vocabulary density, stability of sentence length, and readability index that 

reflects a rhetorical approach. 

 

 
Figure 1.7 Summary tool: Corpus_7 

 

This figure provides an outline of the linguistic parameters of the final corpus  

(2011–2021). We have a high level of vocabulary density, and much shorter sentences 

demonstrate a renovated communicative stance to support civic participation and 

address contemporary issues. 

The entire number of words between the corpora varies, as Corpus_4 (7,952  

words in total) having the highest number of words, and Corpus_2 (5,358 words in 

total) has the lowest. This submits that the speeches that were during 1981–1990 were 

longer in total because of the special historical events, such as the Falkland War, or by 
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increased attention to the monarchy by the media. Unique word forms should also be 

noted: Corpus_4 (1,887 unique words in total) and it shows the lexical diversity at a 

high level, at this time, while Corpus_2 (1,274 unique words in total), that shows the 

lowest. This suggests that the speeches from 1981–1990 contained a wider vocabulary 

range, while 1961–1970 speeches were much more repetitive; they were focused on a 

set of key topics that were limited. 

Vocabulary density estimates the proportion of unique words to the total word’s  

numbers, which mirrors lexical richness. We can observe the highest density in 

Corpus_7 (0.240), and the lowest in Corpus_3 (0.192). This submits that Elizabeth II’s 

speeches during 2011–2021 used a more changeable lexicon as compared to the 

speeches that were during 1991–2000. In the last speeches (1991–2000) linguistic 

repeats may have been abundant more. Lexical diversity increase may reflect in recent 

years. We need to mark a more varied range of modern topics, involving globalization 

and cooperation. 

The readability index, which measures the level of the text difficulty, is shown  

across the corpora. Corpus_4 (9.683) has the highest level of readability index, 

indicating the speeches of 1981–1990 that were more complex and may have required 

a higher level of understanding. Contrariwise, Corpus_5 (8.769) has the lowest level 

of readability index, which means that speeches during 1991–2000 were more 

accessible to the public. This readability may be corresponded to Queen’s rhetorical 

style changes: in some periods, she supported more complex and formal language, 

while in contrast, she aimed for a greater accessibility to the public. 

Sentence structure in speeches also ranges over time. The highest length of  

sentence in average is observed in Corpus_1 (25.0 words per sentence), and the lowest 

length of sentence in Corpus_7 (21.2 words per sentence). This illustrates us, especially 

in recent years, a gradually increasing simplification of sentence structure. The 

depletion in sentence length during 2011–2021 is in line with modern-day trends in 

public and public communication; they were shorter, and sentences that are more direct 

and are often used for inclusiveness.  

The observed linguistic trends submit that Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas  

speeches have elaborated significantly over all the time. Early Queen’s speeches are 

characterized as more complex, longer, and more structured somewhat, in contrast they 

have less lexical diversity, thus reflecting a more formal and traditional approach to 

discourse in monarchy. On the other hand, speeches that were later are marked by 

richer lexical greatness, shorter sentences, and quite a higher index of readability, 

reflecting on an adaptation to a conversational modern style. Queen’s attempt has 

explained these changes, connecting with a wider range of her auditory by rhetoric 

adapting. In addition, these changes have reflected Queen’s wider changes in her 

rhetorical strategies, they should be also considered the speeches difficulty and her 

adapted discourses to the changing social context. 

 

Word cloud. 

Word cloud analysis provides a visual indication of the lexical items in each of   

the corpus that is frequent, which allows us to trace some vocabulary that is dominant 

and their thematic changes over time. By prominently highlighting the most used 
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words, this tool, help to spotlight the focus of each speech thematically, illustrating 

changes in Queen Elizabeth II’s discourse over the decades of her reign. In addition, 

word cloud ease comparative analyses between diverse timeframes, which helps to 

observe how words gain or lose popularity over decades. 

 

 
Figure 2.1 Word cloud: Corpus_1 

 

This figure shows the most common lexical items in Corpus_1 (1952–1960). 

The most repeated words are year, christmas and commonwealth, specifying a strong 

emphasis on reconstruction of post-war time, moral values, and unity. The most 

frequent use of the words service and hope indicates the formal speech style and the 

emphasis on the commitment of the monarch to his nation. 

 

   
 Figure 2.2 Word cloud: Corpus_2 

 

This figure shows the most common lexical items in Corpus_2 (1961–1970).  

Words people, world and christmas, are the most common and the most frequent, 

having a focus on a seasonal reflection, spiritual patterns, and seasonal mirroring. The 
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presence of the words hope and time may be related to the new perspectives and some 

social changes. 

 

 
Figure 2.3 Word cloud: Corpus_3 

 

This figure shows the most common lexical items in Corpus_3 (1971–1980).  

The most frequent words are people, world, christmas and children, which spotlight 

some other rhetorical shifts regarding language that is oriented into the community. 

The words that relate with family, and their repetition, indicate more emotional and 

softer tone, a closer emotional connection with society. The use of the words problems 

and hope indicated civic challenges. 

 

 
Figure 2.4 Word cloud: Corpus_4 

 

 



16 
 

This figure shows the most common lexical items in Corpus_4 (1981–1990).  

Together with the most common words family, world, people and christmas, which 

reflects on the growing impact of social issues and international relations in Queen 

Elizabeth II’s speeches. The high frequency usage of the word peace may be close to 

the discussion of politics and such a geopolitics event, such as the Falklands War. 

 

 
Figure 2.5 Word cloud: Corpus_5 

 

This figure shows the most common lexical words in Corpus_5 (1991–2000). At  

this period of time, the words help, christmas, happy and family take a central point, 

focusing on family values during crises in the royal family and Princess Diana’s death. 

The increased frequency of the word hope illustrates the positive behavior and mood 

in the message on the eve of the new millennium. 

 

 
Figure 2.6 Word cloud: Corpus_6 

 

This figure shows the most common lexical items in Corpus_6 (2001–2010).  

The words christmas, commonwealth, year and world are important so on, indicating 

globalization and technological progress. The increased frequency of words life and 

support may provide a response to social changes and financial crises. 
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Figure 2.7 Word cloud: Corpus_7 

 

This figure shows the most common lexical items in Corpus_7 (2011–2021).  

The most common usage of the words new, day, home and christmas underlines the 

emphasis on bringing people together in times of challenge, as the pandemic of 

COVID-19. During this time, the usage of words life and time points to the emphasis 

on gratitude and unity in the speeches of the Queen at the end of her reign. 

Word Cloud tools visualize the significant shift in the thematic focus and lexical  

choice, after their changing, of Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas speeches over all 

decades of her reign. The most notable trend is the progressive switch from 

institutional, formal discourse to a much more personal and society-oriented tone. In 

Corpus_1 (1952–1960), words year and commonwealth, considering the emphasis of 

the post-war period on national unity and identity, Corpus_7 (2011–2021) has an 

increase in words day, time and home, submitting a focus on instantaneous issues of 

society and personal considerations. 

 

During comparing Corpus_2 (1961–1970) to Corpus_5 (1991–2000), there is a  

notable change in the course Queen addresses her auditory. Corpus_2 has some more 

common words people, peace finding a wider worldview. Corpus_5 presents a more 

official lexicon, with words happiness, help and family offering us a rhetorical 

approach on emotions. In addition, emotional quiet during the personal period and 

institutional challenges and changes for the royal family. 

The most surprising evolution has been seen during comparing Corpus_3 (1971– 

1980) to Corpus_6 (2001–2010). World, children, people are powerfully emphasized 

in Corpus_3. In contrast, Corpus_6 contains more lively words life, year and support. 

This reflects the Queen’s massages evolution in relation to issues of technological 

advances, social changes and globalization in the early 21st century. 

There is a noticeable contrast between Corpus_1 (1952–1960) and Corpus_6  

(2001–2010). The prior period shows a ceremonial and highly structured vocabulary, 

where the words service and study reflect the traditional responsibilities of the 

monarchy. Corpus_6, in addition, has such thematic and great flexibility, comprising 
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words change and support, indicating a contemporary approach to communication and 

leadership skills. 

Another the most important and notable evolution occurs between Corpus_5  

(1991–2000) and Corpus_7 (2011–2021). At time when Corpus_5 relies on words 

family, help, hope, reflecting on an encouraging and empathetic tone, we should note 

that Corpus_7 merges more direct language, noting words day, home and life. This 

transition signs progress toward more relatable, shorter messages, but with keeping a 

modern style of communicating. 

 

Terms. 

The Terms tool is one of the most important parts of this paper and of the corpus  

analysis in general, this tool provides a qualitative representation of lexical frequency 

in the work. Similar to Word cloud visualization, the Terms tool supplies a highly 

arranged approach to learning and searching the most common words inside the corpus. 

The Terms tool presents the same data as Word Cloud but in a tabular ordered format, 

while the Word Cloud spotlights the words using visualization. The Terms tool 

displays each term along with the exact number of its frequency. 

This learning approach allows for making an accurate comparison of the words  

frequency across all the corpora, helping, in the same way, to identify reoccurring 

themes, some lexical changes, rhetorical trends over the time of Queen Elizabeth II’s 

reign. The ability of quantifying these words used also intensifies comparative 

analyses. This representation provides numerical and visual clarity to the research, 

enhancing the depth of corpus-based research. 

 

        

Figure 3.1 Terms: Corpus_1    

 

 
Figure 3.2 Terms: Corpus_2 



19 
 

 Figure 3.3 Terms: Corpus_3 

 

Figure 3.4 Terms: Corpus_4 

 

 
        Figure 3.5 Terms: Corpus_5          

          

 
Figure 3.6 Terms: Corpus_6 
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Figure 3.7 Terms: Corpus_7 

 

The following findings reveal that the words christmas and year dominance  

consistent, which appear in all corpora frequently. Thus, the frequency of these words 

increases in later periods of the Queen’s reign especially. As an example, we can note 

the word christmas appearing 66 times in Corpus_7 (2011–2021), while it appears in 

Corpus_1 (1952–1960) just 43 times. This suggests that the Queen places greater 

emphasis on the role of the holiday as a symbol, in strengthening national unity and 

connection with her audience and society in the final years of her reign. 

The clear evolution in thematic focus and lexical choices should be noted when  

we compare the Corpus_1 (1952–1960) to the Corpus_5 (1991–2000). During the first 

decades, the word commonwealth (35 occurrences) emphasizes the focus of the Queen 

on the post-war period and its unity, also including the role of monarchy in the Empire. 

However, looking at the Corpus_5, the usage of the word peace (17 occurrences) 

indicates a shift on the way to global and diplomacy unity and stability, what so on, 

influenced by some other geopolitical events such as the Gulf War and the collapse of 

the Soviet Union. On the other hand, the word family in Corpus_5 (20 occurrences) 

indicates the expands in the Queen’s personal tone, showing the difficulties and the 

hard times faced by the royal family during the 1990s, together with Prince Charles’s 

divorce and tragic death of Princess Diana. 

Furthermore, when comparing Corpus_2 (1961–1970) and Corpus 6 (2001– 

2010), we can note the particularly difference. Words commonwealth (32 occurrences) 

and people (37 occurrences) in Corpus_2 indicate a persistent Britain’s position 

emphasis on the world stage. However, in Corpus_6, the word commonwealth (18 

occurrences) frequency decreases quite significantly, while words hope (15 

occurrences) and family (21 occurrences) number has increased, and these words, by 

the way, are more personal and emotionally changed. 

By comparing Corpus_3 (1971–1980) and Corpus_7 (2011–2021), another 

lexical evolution can be seen. In Corpus_3, words children (24 occurrences) and future 

(33 occurrences) highlight a focus opened to the future time, with a spot on the younger 

generation, political changes, and progress in the economic sphere. There is noticeable 

in Corpus_7, that themes of home and stability have increased, and become more 

prominent with words day (23 occurrences) and home (22 occurrences).  

These changes can be imputed to the COVID-19 and the recent global crisis  

based on this, which has shifted the discourse of Queen towards national reliance and 

unity. In addition, in several corpora, the word great appears, but in Corpus_7 (25 
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occurrences), it’s the higher frequency, compared to Corpus_6 (14 occurrences) 

presents an effort to inculcate optimism in a hard period of time. 

It is important to note that the Terms tool not only determines the most frequently  

used words in each of the seven corpora, but also marked some words in different 

colors. Green, showing us that the program has recognized these words as words with 

positive connotations. These words should evoke an emotional coded response and 

wake a sense of hope, flourishing, and unity in the audience. The highlighted words as 

peace, hope and great, play a particular rhetorical role in Queen Elizabeth II’s 

Christmas speeches.  

The word peace, especially in Corpus_5 (1991–2000), includes the emphasis of  

Queen on global stability and reuniting at the time of domestic and international 

changes. The presence of word great in several corpora reinforces the tone of optimism 

and national pride. Hope, as similar, appears in Corpus_6 (2001–2010) and endurance 

relevant in the following Corpus marks an effort to reassure the viewer in times of 

uncertainly. 

 

Collocation analysis. 

Collocation analysis is such a powerful tool for identifying markings of word  

grouping in a corpus. Analyzing the word frequency, this analysis shows words usually 

in combination in occur.  

These words were selected automatically by the application as key lexical nodes  

form links with other words that come about commonly words in the text are 

highlighted blue, in the visual preview. Words that are connected to central words 

statistically are highlighted in orange, spotlighted in the frequent semantic and thematic 

group. This approach allows for understanding in depth of the language structure in 

speech and interpretation that is more nuanced of the connection between words. 

 

 
Figure 4.1 Collocation links with words: christmas, commonwealth, year Corpus_1 

 

The collocation links of analysis for Corpus_1 (1952–1960) highlights a strong  

focus on the word commonwealth, reflecting the post-war period of time and global 

influence. The central words year, commonwealth and christmas are linked to the 

words countries, ghana, empire and zealand, highlighting the focus of the Queen on 

the British Commonwealth and nations diverse. This submits that the Queen’s speeches 
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of this era strengthened the role of the monarchy in unity among the former dominions 

and colonies. 

In addition, the association of the word christmas with the words time, new, day  

underlines the optimistic tone of the Queen’s speeches. The word year is associated 

with the words happy and thoughts, which reinforces the call of the Queen for global 

recovery and optimism with progress in times. 

 

 
Figure 4.2 Collocation links with words: christmas, people, world Corpus_2 

 

Analysing the collocation links for Corpus_2 (1961–1970) reveals a widely  

global vocabulary shift and perspectives towards social values. The central words 

world, people and christmas reflect the growing emphasis of the Queen on international 

relation and shared people experience. 

The word people is linked to older, understanding, great and nations reinforces  

the international viewpoint further. Furthermore, christmas remains a quite thematic 

element, that related to message, wish and happy. Suggested that optimism was central 

as rhetorical strategy during this period of time. The presence of the word world coming 

with the words parts and just indicate a focus on the past events. 

 
Figure 4.3 Collocation links with words: christmas, people, future Corpus_3 
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During the analysis of the collocation links for Corpus_3 (1971–1980) reflects a  

bigger emphasis on continuity in general, the role of the monarchy in the future and its 

shaping, and social progress. The central words people, future and christmas point to a 

narrative that stability of traditional values with forward-looking aspirations. The word 

people is connected to the words millions, possible, world and working indicating a 

greater recognition of collective effort and worldwide connectivity. 

 

It should be noted that in this period is the word future, which is combined with  

the words faith, grandfather and king. This submits that the rhetoric of the Queen’s 

speeches included references to the importance of faith and past monarchs. The linking 

between voice and future indicates a growing of the revolution of public expectation 

and its voices. 

 

 
Figure 4.4 Collocation links with words: christmas, people, world Corpus_4 

 

An analysis of the collocation links in Corpus_4 (1981–1990) shows us a balance 

between hope and faith, fortifying the Queen’s role as a unifying figure. The central 

words world, people and christmas emphasize a speech marking that intertwines the 

traditions with modern social issues. The word christmas is related to the words party, 

god, time, year, hope indicating an influence on spiritual reflection and festivity. The 

presence of god coming with hope indicates a strong sacred connotation, which 

consistent with the common references of the Queen’s speeches and its faith as basic 

principles in changing alongside time. In contrast, the word party shows a festive 

mood, the balance between joy and backscattering in these messages. 

The word world in connected to life, today, want and nations, reflecting the focus  

that has increased on global aspiration and its challenges. The connection of these 

words with the word nations specifies the Queen’s diplomatic activities, while life and 

want indicate discussions about well-being and collective progress. The word people 

is linked to the word live, which emphasizes on social values and everyday experience. 
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Figure 4.5 Collocation links with words: christmas, year, world Corpus_5 

 

Analyzing the collocation links for Corpus5 (1991–2000) reflects a focus on 

global issues and thoughts, marking a period of monarchy transition. The central words 

year, christmas and world spotlight a linguistic model that has a balance between 

tradition, history and international consciousness. The word christmas is related to the 

words year, god, bless, good, time which connected to the strong tone and religious 

topic. The link between events and year indicates specific events throughout the 

keeping with the traditional style of the Queen’s speeches. 

The word world is associated to war, rest, people, indicating an awareness of  

global strife and the waiting for the peace and stability needed. The connection between 

rest and war, in a contrast, between the global disturbance and the reunion. The word 

year is linked to words year, happy and events emphasizing the progression and the 

flow of the time. The presence of the word happy indicates an aim to maintain an 

optimistic mood despite on the challenges of the contemporary era. 

 

 
Figure 4.6 Collocation links with words: christmas, year, people Corpus_6 

 

The analysis of collocation links for Corpus_6 (2001–2010) reflects a stronger  

influence on personal and social responsibility. The central words year, christmas and 

people mirror a language pattern that integrates traditional holiday with modern values 

of society. The word christmas is connected to the words time, message and home 
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indicating a focus on social and individual attempts. The presence of the words works 

and feel indicates the identification of the individual involvement to society. 

The connection christmas to word home presents a more personal perspective.  

The word year is connected to the words hope, time, look and reminder the nature of 

these speeches that oriented into the future. The presence of the word reminded 

highlights the key period of the past, while the word look means a call to focus on the 

future. The word people is linked to the words feel and world looking on a shared 

experience of people and human emotions. In addition, the word feel shows more 

approach. This connection between people and world forced into the Queen’s global 

view. 

 

 
Figure 4.7 Collocation links with words: christmas, year, people Corpus_7 

 

The trend in Corpus_7 (2011–2021) has shown us the stable usage of the word 

christmas with sharp peaks, continuing its speech’s central role. The word family 

appears more commonly than in previous corpora, showing a greater emphasis on the 

unity and its connection with personal. The words people and world have quite similar 

fluctuations, having a balance between global consciousness and other social 

thematics. The word year remains stable, using to reflect on past and future 

perspectives. The most remarkable difference in the frequency of words is between 

Corpus_1 and Corpus_7.  

A strong prominence on the commonwealth in Corpus_1, underlining political  

unity and the context during the post-war period in Britain and around the world. In 

Corpus_7, moreover, this strong emphasis has been replaced and reduced by the 

common usage of the word family, that showing us a shift towards personal vocabulary 

usage. Another comparison is between Corpus_3 and Corpus_6 is direct. At the same 

time, while Corpus_3 often emphasizes the word future, designating a focus on changes 

in general, the Corpus_6 shows a decline in this theme. Rather, words people and time 

are on the rise, increasing focus on current realities. The most noticeable changes and 

differences in word combination and collocation patterns are discerned between 

Corpus_1 (1952–1960) and Corpus_7 (2011–2021).  

Should be noted about a major change in the rhetorical focus of the Queen  

Elizabeth II’s Christmas speeches. Thus, in Corpus_1, the authoritative words as 

christmas, commonwealth and year are linked to empire, countries and Ghana, 
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highlighting the significance on the British Commonwealth and society unity during 

the post-war period of the time. The discourse of Queen Elizabeth II is built on all sides 

of ethic affiliation and political structure, fortifying the role of the monarchy as an 

establishing force in the recovery of Great Britain. In the other point of view, in 

Corpus_7, the collocations shift forcefully toward the words volunteers and people was 

indicating a modification in both thematic and vocabulary focus. 

An equivalently pointed contrast between this topic also may have been seen  

between Corpus_2 (1961–1970) and Corpus_6 (2001–2010). In Corpus_2, especially, 

the words associated with the words christmas and people include the connection with 

the words great, understanding and older, reflecting on a wisdom diplomacy and the 

tradition preservations. By the way, in Corpus_6, the discourse takes on a directly 

personal and emotional. We see the collocation as christmas-home, work-massage and 

people-feel, indicate a reposition towards an individual experience. It is compared to 

Corpus_2, which signed on a formal and full-structured diplomatic tone, when 

Corpus_6 embraces a more personal and quite more emotional approach including 

references to diurnal life. 

The last main contrast is between Corpus_3 (1971–1980) and Corpus_7 (2011– 

2021). In Corpus_3, collocations christmas-future, king-faith and people-millions bring 

out the strong influence on monarchy progression and subscription in economic. The 

word future presents an interest in the monarchy’s role, while references to faith and 

traditional values. In Corpus_7, however, comes a depth distinctive, collaborative 

discourse. The collocation christmas-time, story-family and volunteers-war indicate a 

speech style that priorities humanitarian work and social activism. 

 

Trends. 

Trend analysis is a major stage of corpus research, moreover, it allows us to 

recognize the pattern usage of words and their definition over all the time. It also allows 

us to trace how significance and themes changed in Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas 

speeches. Summarize it, making this trends analysis, allows us to decide which words 

appeared more common on various dates. We can see which trends lasted stable, and 

which, in contrast, disappeared or appeared for new meaning. 

The visual, graphical representation of trends is in the line graph form, where  

each of the word is displayed in a different colour to produce the data easier to 

understand. The lines that are connecting to the dots and show the frequency and 

contrast of these words over all the period of time. Each of the points on this graph 

communicates with the relative word frequency in the specific corpus.  
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Figure 5.1 Trends: Corpus_1 

 

The Corpus_1 (1952–1960) trends show the usage variations of the keywords  

that give changes in the Queen Elizabeth II’s speeches focus. The word christmas 

residues a central topic through the period of time, reinforcing the centric role in 

Queen’s addresses. The word commonwealth increases moderately, peaking the middle 

period, then decreasing. This submits that there was a high emphasis on the 

Commonwealth in Queen’s early speeches.  

The word year remains moderately stable, having some variation, as it is used to 

reflect on the past events commonly, predict the future. The word world appears less 

continuously, having ups and downs. To suggest that international affairs are noted but 

not focusing as the main. The word new, in the beginning of the period, is used 

infrequently in recent years. This shift shows us signs of a change in the Queen’s 

discourse. 

 

 
Figure 5.2 Trends: Corpus_2 

 

The trends in Corpus_2 (1961–1970) show us the frater variability than in  

previous, Corpus_1, reflecting movements in focus during a time of political and social 

changes. The word christmas shows a key role in the addresses of the Queen. An 

important change is the increasing number of people, which has increased over the 

time. This shows us peaks towards the end of the period.  

Furthermore, this shows a growing focus on society and cultural changes. The 

word commonwealth appears infrequently, with increasing period of usage that is 

followed by a decline. This submits that, it was not a continual theme and depended on 
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political events. In contrast to Corpus_1, where the word commonwealth was an 

including presence. The word world we see in the middle of the period of time and 

after drops again. International topics were relevant in certain periods. However, the 

word year is relatively stable. 

 

 
Figure 5.3 Trends: Corpus_3 

 

The Corpus_3 (1971–1980) trends show a shift, with a variation among the key 

words in the Corpora_1 and Corpora_2. The word christmas continues with having a 

strong presence. A change, that noted that important, in this period of time is the rise 

of the word future in the middle part of the decade and its end. This shows a growing 

emphasis on looking on the progress.  

The word people is more dynamic also, rising neatly around the middle and the 

end of the corpus. This reflects the focus that has increased on society and people with 

the political and economic time challenges. Unlike in Corpus_2, where we see the 

number of people was persistently growing, that was more relevant in recent years. The 

word world has the out of order dynamics, having peaks in irrefutable years and 

declining then. At the same time, the word year has smaller shifts, continuing to be as 

a specification during analysis past events and looking for the future. 

 

 
Figure 5.4 Trends: Corpus_4 

 

The trends in Corpus_4 (1981–1990) show greater flexibility, with various key 

words swinging more significantly than in three previous corpora. The word christmas 

remains central usage, but its changes over the time. A notable shift is the decrease of 
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commonwealth after an early summit. This submits that it became less dominant over 

tome, while the Commonwealth was still a topic of discussion.  

In contrast, the word world has been trending heavenwards in some years,  

including an international issue growing focus. The word people shows contemporary 

variation, increasing at certain points, but without an understandable upward or 

downward trend. Meantime, the word year maintains a relatively stable frequency. 

 

 
Figure 5.5 Trends: Corpus_5 

 

The trends in Corpus_5 (1991–2000) show us a marked shift in clear. The word  

christmas remains as one of the most stable during all the Queen Elizabeth II’s 

Christmas speeches. The word people has shown a trend that has gone downwards 

among the recent years. That was indicated to have less emphasis on social issues than 

in previous corpora. By contrast, the word world has been on advance, having an 

increasing focus on different international events. The words as year and years have 

similar patterns, peaking at different periods, indicating the reflection on the events in 

the past and future. 

 

 
Figure 5.6 Trends: Corpus_6 

 

The Corpus_6 (2001–2010) trends has shown that the occurrence of the word  

christmas remains the constant period throughout, with only slight variations. The 

frequency of the word people is constantly increased, then reaching its the highest 
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worth in the middle years period, specify an increased point on society. The words 

world and year shift without showing a real upward or downward trend.  

Afterwards, its references to international events and concentration on the past 

and future are still important. The presence of word time is more stablished than in 

previous corpora, with a gradual increase and a peak, indicating a growing emphasis 

on change and continuity. 

 

 
Figure 5.7 Trends: Corpus_7 

 

The trend in Corpus_7 (2011–2021) has shown us the stable usage of the word  

christmas with sharp peaks, continuing its speech’s central role. The word family 

appears more commonly than in previous corpora, showing a greater emphasis a unity 

and its connection with personal. The words people and world have quite similar 

fluctuations, having a balance between global consciousness and other social 

thematics. The word year remains stable, used to reflect on past and future 

perspectives. The most remarkable difference in the frequency of words is between 

Corpus_1 and Corpus_7.  

In Corpus_1, places a strong emphasis on the commonwealth, underlining  

political unity and the context during the post-war period. In Corpus_7, moreover, this 

emphasis is reduced and has been replaced by the frequent usage of the word family, 

showing us a shift towards personal vocabulary usage. Another direct comparison is 

between Corpus_3 and Corpus_6. At the same time, while Corpus_3 often emphasizes 

the word future, designating a focus on changes in general, the Corpus_6 shows a 

decline in this theme. Rather, words people and time are on the rise, increasing focus 

on current realities. 
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Comparison of the first Christmas greeting (1952) and the last Christmas  

greeting (2021). 

Comparing the first (1952) and last (2021) Queen Elizabeth II’s speeches in the 

 better attempt, we were choosing five main instruments of Voyant Tools software. The 

Summary tool will allow the overall evaluated changes. The Word cloud will clearly 

illustrate how key words and themes have changed during the decades. The Collocation 

link analysis will reveal the depth connections between these words, and will show us 

the deepness of the context of key concepts that have changed over all time. The Trends 

is the most important tool of this program because of making structural analysis that 

allows us to mark the patter’s usage and, moreover, pattern meaning. This tool shows 

importance of the topic changes are over the Queen’s speeches. The Terms is also an 

important tool for the text analysis, because it displays the lexical significance in the 

work. This tool presents us the terms and their quantitative significance. 

 

Summary tool. 

Summary tool. The Summary tool, attached to the first and last speeches, will  

allow us to trace obviously the quantitative linguistic changes that occurred during the 

reign of the Queen. Thus, it will reveal the differences in vocabulary density, 

readability index and sentence length, highlighting the modest aspects of how her 

communication has developed structurally. These numerical indicators provide a 

structure for detecting a shift towards clearer sentence structures and richer vocabulary. 

 

 
Figure 6.1 Summary tool: the first Christmas greeting (1952) 

 

The linguistic boundaries of the first speech give a real picture of the royal  

speech style in the middle of 21th century, characterised by formal tone, including the 

structure of long sentences and vocabulary complexity moderation. 

 

 
Figure 6.2 Summary tool: the last Christmas greeting (2021) 

 

These linguistic parameters demonstrate us a lexical density increase and a 

decreasing in the length of the sentence.  

Comparisons between the first and the last Christmas speeches, shows us the  
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total length of both speeches and remained almost the same quantity (689 words in 

1952 and 695 words in 2021), but the number of unique words has increased 

significantly from 309 to 342. Consistently, the lexical density has also increased (from 

0.448 to 0.492), showing us a significant flourishment of the vocabulary and a choice 

of vocabulary in the latter speech in wider range. 

The readability index has also quite changed from 7.977 to 9.396, presenting that  

the speeches have become more complex, during the time of almost 70 years. This may 

be changed due to a greater variety of topics and more complex phraseology that has 

been used to reflect modern social changes. 

The average sentence length, in contrast, decreased from 28.7 words (in  

the first speech) to 24.8 words (in the last speech). This indicates a shift towards a more 

contemporary, clear and direct style of speech that better meets the needs of the modern 

communication audience. 

 

Word cloud. 

The word cloud additions of the corpus analysis illustrate us the qualitative  

lexical transformations by visualizing it. This analysis summits words that have 

become in central point and have become less notable in 1952 and 2021. This analysis 

has clearly demonstrated how the vocabulary in Queen’s speeches has changed the 

word choices. This visual representation helps us to capture the changes not only in the 

vocabulary, but also in thematic priorities and rhetorical style.   

 

 
Figure 7.1 Word cloud: the first Christmas greeting (1952) 

 

In the first Christmas speech of Queen, the most frequently used words are  

christmas, commonwealth, shall, strength, spirit, family, nations, homes, affection, 

pray. These words demonstrate the formal vocabulary and reflect the main topics of 

that time, such as duty, unity, family, and faith. 
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Figure 7.2 Word cloud: the last Christmas greeting (2021) 

 

In the last Queen’s Christmas speech, the most commonly used words are  

christmas, family, happiness, generation, children, joy, Commonwealth, celebrate, 

chance, traditions. These words reflect a more demonstrative vocabulary and highlight 

the main themes of the time of her reign, such as closeness, reticence, common 

experience, optimism and personal connection. 

 

The first thing that should be noticed when we compare the word cloud of the  

first speech with the word cloud of the last speech. We see that the most formal 

vocabulary is in the first Queen’s speech (1952). It has a noticeable presence of verbs 

with high formality, shall, pray, speaking, these words indicate the formal tone of the 

address, typical for that period of time. In the last speech (2021), this formality has 

significantly decreased, but more informal and emotional lexical items we started to 

see, words enjoy, celebrate, happiness, joy. 

In addition, in the first speech, words strength, spirit, affection, promises,  

and immense mirror the ceremonial and proud tone of the royal addresses. Also notable 

is the change in the context of the use of the word commonwealth: during the time, 

when in 1952 it appeared with words empire and nations, emphasizing its political and 

meaning of establishing, then in 2021 it was used in a more emotional context parallel 

with happiness, joy, and chance. 

Finally, the appearance of words related to intergenerational relations between 

generation, eldest, young, baton. In the last speech indicates that the Queen 

intentionally emphasized the theme of continuity and the importance of passing on 

experience and traditions to future generations, which was practically absent in the first 

speech. 

 

Terms. 

This instrument shows us the most frequent words on speech with their exact  

count. 
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Figure 8.1 Terms: the first Christmas greeting (1952) 

 

This figure shows us the most frequent words in the first Christmas speech with 

their exact count. Here they are: shall and christmas (6 occurrences), day (4 

occurrences), strength, spirit, old, homes, family, families (3 occurrences).  

 

 
Figure 8.2 Terms: the last Christmas greeting (2021) 

 

This figure shows us the most frequent words in the last Christmas speech with 

 their exact count. Here they are: christmas (10 occurrences), year, its, commonwealth, 

children, chance (4 occurrences), story, sense, life (3 occurrences). 

 

Comparing the 1952 and 2021 Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas speeches reveals  

thematic and lexical evolution in the rhetoric of the Queen. In the 1952 speech, the 

most common word was shall (6 occurrences), highlighting a formal tone and oriented 

for the future sense. In contrast, shall is almost absent in the 2021 speech, indicating a 

shift toward more informal style. 

In 1952, the word christmas appeared 6 times and to 2021, it increases to 10.  

What confirmed us a stronger emotional resonance. This increase shows the more 

spiritual and personal tone of the final address. Terms, here, related to the emotional 

and moral encouragement as strength (3 occurrences) and spirit (3 occurrences) are 

found in the first a Queen’s speech, but then disappear in the last Queen’s speech. This 

shows a shift away from the post-war period, it’s as a resilience toward loss, reflection 

and memory themes. 

The family concept transforms over all the time:  the words family (3  
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occurrences) and families (3 occurrences) appear individually in 1952, without 

collecting households. Moreover, in 2021, the word family appears throughout the topic 

but is not counted among the collocations. The word family was replaced by the word 

children (4 occurrences), expecting direction into the personal. It should be interesting 

to note that the word commonwealth is not mentioned in 1952 terms due to political 

changes at that time, but then appear 4 time in 2021 speech, possibly due to global 

context. On the contrary, the words as old (3 occurrences) and homes (3 occurrences) 

reflect the stability after the war in 1952, also the word is absent in 2021. The 2021 

speech shows more narrative elements, words it’s (4 occurrences), story (3 

occurrences), sense (3 occurrences) and the word life (3 time), in contrast, none of these 

words appear in 1952. All this vocabulary highlights the shifts to personal, and, by the 

way, rhetorical reflection in the Queen’s speeches. 

 

Collocation link. 

The collocation link instrument shows us the collocations with words, which  

Queen used the most in her speech. 

 
Figure 9.1 Collocation link: the first Christmas greeting (1952) 

 

In the first Queen's speech, the main words have a connection with the following  

collocations: the word christmas is associated with the words wish, time, solemn, year, 

want, new. The word shall is linked with surely, anew, strive, solemn, worthy. The 

word day is connected with members, thank, pray, opportunity, want. 
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Figure 9.2 Collocation link: the last Christmas greeting (2021) 

 

In the Queen's last speech, we can mark changes in the choice of words that were 

used with the main words. The word christmas is used together with the words world, 

want and story. The word its is connected to the treasure, truth and surprise. The word 

year is combined with platinum, welcome, and teach. 

In contrast, in the first speech (1952), we can notice that the word christmas is 

already linked to the words solemn, wish, and year, and all these words emphasize the 

official tone of Queen Elizabeth II's speech and the serious tone of the address. 

Afterwards, it was important for Queen Elizabeth II to show the formality of her 

greeting and the respect for the traditions.  

In addition, the word shall is linked with the words anew, worthy, surely. These 

collocations give to the speech the character of a solemn promise, which increases its 

monarchical tone. Also, the choice of such combinations indicates a pronounced 

formality associated with duty and confidence in the future. The word day is connected 

to the words opportunity, thank, and pray. Such collocation of words give the speech 

an element of gratitude and spirituality. That is typical for the postwar years, and also 

emphasize the religious context of the speech. 

In the last Christmas speech (2021), it can be marked that the links become 

noticeably less formal and acquire an emotional warmness. The word christmas is 

combined with the words world, want, story, and the choice of these words shows that 

the Queen was focused on global realities. These collocations also show that Queen 

Elizabeth II did not forget about her personal desires and abilities, demonstrating her 

openness to her audience. The collocations of its with the words treasure, time, surprise 

indicate the sincerity, which certainly shows that the Queen tried to speak to her people 

as widely, honestly and openly as possible. The collocations with the word year – 

platinum, welcome, teach– demonstrate a focus on the transfer of knowledge and 

experience and have a jubilee context.  

 

Trends. 

The trend instrument shows us the line graph with the most frequent words 

 and their peaks in speeches. 

 



37 
 

 
Figure 10.1 Trends: the first Christmas greeting (1952) 

 

Analysing trends of the first Christmas speech, we can notice that words  

christmas and shall have the highest frequency. Words strength, spirit, day remains 

stable.  

 

 
Figure 10.2 Trends: the last Christmas greeting (2021) 

 

The trends of the last Christmas speech of the Queen, show us that words  

christmas and commonwealth have the highest frequency. In that time, words year, its, 

children are stable during all speech. 

 

Analysing the trends of the first and the last speeches, we reveal the noticeable 

differences in lexical changes between the first (1952) and the last (2021) Christmas 

speeches. In 1952, the word strength reached to the peak (point 3), while in 2021, it 

does not appear among all the top collocates. In the 1952 speech, this suggests, that 

resilience and unity were emphasized. The word christmas appears in both speeches. 

However, in 1952, it peaks earlier (point 4), in contrast, in 2021, it reaches higher (point 

8). This shift may indicate a strong focus on the holiday in the more recent speech. 

Another common word, year, appears in 2021 (Figure 10.2) but not in the top 

collocates of 1952. Its peak at point 9 reflects a reflective tone, possibly due to 

contemporary events such as the pandemic or political transitions. Meanwhile, shall 

and spirit, highly present in 1952 (peaking at points 2 and 5), are absent in 2021, 

highlighting a shift away from formal, religious or motivational language. 

Furthermore, children appear prominently in the 2021 speech with a strong rise 
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toward the end (peaking at point 9), possibly reflecting the modern emphasis on future 

generations. In contrast, commonwealth, also found in 2021, aligns with the late 

Queen’s traditional themes, though with less prominence than in earlier decades. 

Finally, while some continuity remains (e.g., the word christmas), the 

 shift in collocational focus from abstract values (strength, spirit) to contemporary and 

inclusive themes (children, year) illustrates how royal discourse evolves to mirror 

societal change. 

 

In conclusion, after comparing the first and the last Christmas speeches of Queen 

Elizabeth II, changes are noticed not only in the choice of words, but also in the topics 

emphasized by the Queen. The first speech (1952) was dominated by the official and 

serious themes such as duty, unity, and spiritual values. They were driven by historical 

events of the time, World War II. In her recent speech (2021), the Queen is much more 

likely to address personal, spiritual, and more mandate topics such as family, 

happiness, emotions, and the experiences of ordinary people. This shows that in almost 

70 years, Queen's rhetoric has become simpler, more people-oriented, and more 

focused on the contemporary needs of her audience. It shows us how the Queen has 

adapted her addresses to social and cultural needs changes, over time, step by step, 

abandoning the strict official style in favor of a more open, human and understanding 

style for each listener. 

 

Comparison of the Christmas (1999) greeting and the Christmas (2000)  

greeting.  

 

Summary tool. 

The Summary tool, the instruments of Voyant Tool software, during this  

comparison of the Christmas (1999) greeting and the Christmas (2000) greeting is 

especially useful. The indicators of tools such as vocabulary density and readability 

index reveal shifts in the speeches. 

 

 
Figure 11.1 Summary tool: the Christmas greeting (1999) 

 

In the 1999 speeches we see 744 words in total and 318 unique word forms,  

vocabulary density level is 0.427. We got 20.7 words per sentence in average, the 

accessible structure and complexity included. 
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Figure 11.2 Summary tool: the Christmas greeting (2000) 

 

In the 2000 speeches we see 608 words in total, vocabulary density level is  

higher – 0.472. 24.3 words per sentence in average, what makes the sentence longer, 

the increase of lexical variety indicated. 

 

Comparing the 1999 and the 2000 Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas speeches with  

the Summary Tool, it reveals us the linguistic shifts and giving us the textual 

complexity. We can find 744 words in total, in 1999 speech, and 318 unique words 

form was also found. In 1999 speech, the Vocabulary Density index is 0.427. This 

indicates a reasonably diverse in a vocabulary usage, pointing on the balance in 

different variation in word choice. With a contrast, the 2000 Christmas speech is quite 

shorter, than 1999 one, with 608 words in total and 287 fill-unique word forms, 

otherwise, it shows a higher vocabulary density index, pointy 0.472. This implies that, 

the 2000 speech earing a vocabulary that is more lexically varied. 

The Readability Index increases from 8.834 in the 1999 speech to 9.109 in the  

2000 speech, suggesting that the contents may be rather more demanding for readers 

in reading process. Thus, this shift submits a move toward complex sentence structures 

and, on the other hand, sophisticated lexical choices. Summarizing, the sentence length 

in average rises deeply from 20.7 words in the 1999 speech to 24.3 words in the 2000 

speech, reinforcing the suggestion that in the 2000 speech features more extended. 

Altogether, in the 1999 speech presents a more extensive, but we see that the text  

has less lexically density, deeply aiming for wider accessibility. On the other hand, in 

the 2000 speech, presents much higher lexical density and structural complexity. These 

differences may correspond to dissimilarity in thematic focus. 

 

Word cloud. 

The word cloud tool is valuable in this comparison. The instrument can show us  

clear visualization of the most frequent words in the speeches. And, due to it, we can 

easily detect what topics Queen emphasized in each speech. 
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Figure 12.1 Word cloud: the Christmas greeting (1999) 

 

The words year, years, future, past, time, new, message, history, and  

commonwealth are the most ascendant. The words change, hope, century, and values 

indicate a focus on further expectations connected to the new millennium. 

 

 
Figure 12.2 Word cloud: the Christmas greeting (2000) 

 

The words jesus, christ, christian, god, believe, teachings, good, and purpose are  

the most dominant. The words years and years remain present. The words evil, 

generations, and spirituality suggest a more introspective tone. 

 

The word year is prominent, in both Christmas speeches (1999, 2000) indicating 

 a focus on the time and deliberation, especially this word has given that in the 1999 

speech marked the end of the twentieth millennium and in the 2000 speech the 

beginning of the new millennium. The word years is also distinctly noticeable in both 

word clouds, taking a wider observation of the past and future across both speeches. 
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The word future, as a contrast, takes shape forcefully in the 1999 speech, but is  

absent in the 2000 speech’s word cloud. This may suggest that the 1999 speech was 

more future-oriented, possibly starting the new millennium, while the 2000 speech 

became more religious or spiritually focused. 

On the other hand, the words god, christian, and jesus are highly distinguished  

in the 2000 speech but do not appear in the 1999 speech word cloud. This indicates a 

high shift toward religious and spiritual themes in the 2000 speech, highlighting the 

Queen’s significance on faith and Christian values in that particular year. 

The word message is high-ranked in both word clouds, but it appears more  

central in the 1999 speech. This could mirror a greater emphasis in the 1999 speech on 

the Queen’s role as a communicator to the Commonwealth, distributing a meaningful 

the speech at the end of century. 

The word look is observed in both word cloud, suggesting a thematic denominate  

for reflection or awareness in both years. In the 2000 speech it is surrounded by more 

religious, spiritual and moral terms like believe, good, and teachings, while in the 1999 

speech, it appears coextensive more non-spiritual words like change and history, again 

highlighting on the focus from historical reflection to spiritual introversion. 

As a final point, we should note, that in the 1999 speech word cloud includes the 

 words commonwealth and history, which are absent in 2000, then. This maintains that 

the 1999 speech had a more institutional and historical tone, possibly opening the 

Queen’s role and the legacy of the Commonwealth as the century ended. 

 

Terms. 

The instrument Terms of Voyant Tool software is also so useful, providing a  

rank list with the most frequent words in each greeting, with their exact count.  

 

 
Figure 13.1 Terms: the Christmas greeting (1999) 

 

This instrument shows us words, which Queen used the most in her speech, with  

their exact count. Words year and years (7 occurrences), new and future (6 

occurrences), past and history (5 occurrences), words time, christmas, and change (4 

occurrences).  
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Figure 13.2 Terms: the Christmas greeting (2000) 

 

This instrument shows us words, which Queen used the most, with their exact  

count. Word christ’s (4 occurrences), and all other words, years, year, word, words, 

simple, millennium, like, life (3 occurrences). 

The 1999 Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas speech analysis, reveals a strong 

emphasis on historical and future progressive vocabulary. The words year and years (7 

occurrences), the words new and future (6 occurrences), followed by the words past 

and history (5 occurrences). In addition, the words as time, christmas, and change are 

widely used (4 occurrences). This focus on words linked to time and points a thematic 

concentration on over the past, expectation of the future and social or personal changes. 

In the 2000 Christmas speech, it is noted, in contrast, some lexical shift. The  

most common word is christ’s (4 occurrences), which presents a deep religious focus. 

The words year, years, word, words, simple, millennium, like and life are also 

frequently used (3 occurrences each), which shows a point towards communication, 

religious changes, the new millennium, moreover, the appreciation of humanity 

existence. Summing up, while the 1999 speech reflects on history and time progression, 

the 2000 speech takes much more symbolic turn, with a spiritual tone, pointing directly 

on the religious values, additionally marked the entertaining a new millennium. 

 

Collocation links. 

This tool is so important in our analysis to define lexical collocations. It shows 

us the typical vocabulary connection between words, which Queen used and group 

them into special thematic groups. 
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Figure 14.1 Collocation link: the Christmas greeting (1999) 

 

The word year is linked to make, ahead, wales, resolutions, technology. The  

word years is linked to christmas, history, wish, values. The word new has collocations 

with scottish, technology, wish. 

 

 
Figure 14.2 Collocation link: the Christmas greeting (2000) 

 

The word christ’s has collocations with words times, true, words, today. The  

word year is linked to measure, turn, unforgettable, draws. Years has collocation links 

with true, ministry, lasted. 

 

In the 1999 Christmas speech, the most common collocations revolve around  

progression in societal tone. The word year is directly linked with words make, ahead, 

wales, resolutions, and technology, having a strong orientation toward the nearer 

future, preparing and looking into it. Comparably, the word years is connected to the 

words christmas, history, wish, and values, indicating a reflective tone, considered into 

the national values and its culture. The word new is collocated with the words scottish, 

technology, and wish, pointing into the innovation presence, national unity among the 

UK, and national hopes. In general, the 1999 speech collocations emphasize a 

contemporary, modern, and a practical vision, marking the technological advancement. 

To make the contrast, the 2000 Christmas speech takes a more spiritual and 
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 religious direction. The central word is christ’s, which links to words times, true, 

words, and today. This indicates a clear shift to moral reflection and spiritual topic 

around the unity. The word year is collocated with the words measure, turn, 

unforgettable, and draws, in the 2000 speech, emphasizing emotional and memorable 

highlight. Meantime, the word years is linked with the words true, ministry, and lasted, 

suggesting the truth as guiding point. These collocations set points to a more 

philosophical tone, reflective of entering a new millennium with a great spiritual 

awareness. 

Difference in this collocational pattern reveal a significant thematic shift  

between the two speeches. While the 1999 speech focuses on the time, technological 

progress, and regional identity, the 2000 speech points heavily into religious, spiritual 

and emotional reflection.  

The replacement of technology with Christ’s, especially religious, and ministry 

 signals a move from external progress. This may reflect the symbolic weight of the, 

noted in the year 2000 speech, moment that invited people not only to plan ahead but 

also to pause, reflect, and reconnect with the entire world. The Queen Elizabeth II’s 

lexical choices reflect this wide and deep societal mood, using language as a tool. 

 

Trends. 

This instrument give us a line graph with representation of the most frequent words. 

 

 
Figure 15.1 Trends: the Christmas greeting (1999) 

 

The word year reaches its first peak at section 1 and another at section 10,  

indicating that the Queen introduced her speech with a temporal frame. The word years 

shows higher activity around section 4 and section 9, showing reflection throughout 

the text. The word future shows clear peaks 1,4, and 10, marking optimism for the 

future at the end of the speech.  
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Figure 15.2 Trends: the Christmas greeting (2000) 

 

The word christ’s show a strong peak at section 9, representing a moment of  

religious emphasis. The word years rises in frequency around section 2 and 9, 

indicating early and concluding references to time. The world and words become 

more prominent: world peaks at section 6, while words show activity especially in 

section 7.  

 

Graph of both speeches (1999, 2000) shows the words years and year as  

central words, pointing that both speeches reflect with time. In the 1999 speech, 

however, the word year peaks in section 3 and again in section 10, while the word 

years rises significantly in sections 4 and in section 9. In the 2000 speech, as a 

contrast, the word years peaks in section 2 and in section 9, while the word year 

appears directly in section 3. This shows that in the 1999 speech, backing to time are 

spread throughout the speech, especially at the beginning and at the end of the 

speech. In the 2000 speech, these words are implying a quicker thematic transition to 

other topics such as faith. 

Having a summing up, we can note that in the 1999 speech, the words past,  

new, and future were widely used. It should be also noted that the word future peaks 

early in section 1 and again in section 4 and after in section 10, that pointing to a 

strong perspective for the future. The word past shows us a proportional and stable 

word frequency, that has peaks in the section 6, having balanced reflection then. The 

word new also appears in this analysis, with an important presence in some section 

(from sections 6 to 10). 

Comparing with a contrast, the 2000 speech does not include the words past,  

new, or future going together with the top trending words. Instead of this, it features 

the words world, words, and christ’s. The word christ’s peaks directly in section 9, 

revealing a strong religious focus during the speech. The words world and words rise 

moderately and peak in the section 6 and in the section 7, indicating a worldwide and 

communicative theme in the speech. 

Summarizing, the 1999 speech emphasizes time and transition, highlighting the  

words future, new, past, and the millennium, at that time, while the 2000 speech is 

more spiritual with the strong religious focus, concentrating on the words christ’s, 

world, and words. The common words year and years reflect a regular structure of 
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temporal reflection, but their placement suggests different rhetorical strategies across 

these two years. 

 

The analysis of Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas speeches, especially the 1999  

speech and the 2000 speech were made with the remarkable linguistic, thematic and 

lexical shifts. These shifts mirror quite wider sociocultural turn of the new millennium 

beginning. During the analysis, the main Voyant Tools instruments were used – 

Summary Tool, Word Cloud, Terms, Collocation Links, and Trends.  

Summary Tools findings demonstrate us that in the 1999, speech was longer in  

total word count (744 words), while in the 2000 speech it was shorter (608 words). The 

speech in 2000 displayed a higher vocabulary density index (0.472), while in the 

speech in 1999 it is lower (0.427). The length of sentence in average, in the 2000 speech 

is also higher (24.3 words), in contrast to length in the 1999 speech (20.7 words). This 

shows us a shift into lexically concentrated complex, spotlighting a rhetorical style in 

speeches. 

The Word Cloud analysis illustrates a direct thematic emphasis, the 1999 speech  

orients on the temporal reflection, we see with words year, years, future, historical 

events, we can see in words history, past, commonwealth, and the societal changes in 

the words new, change. In the 2000 speech, to make a contrast, reflects moral and 

religious turn. We should note as the evidence by the importance of the words christ’s, 

god, jesus, life, and teachings. Religious emphasis in lexis, in the 2000 speech implies 

a rhetorical choice to point the significance of a new millennium and spiritual unity of 

humanity. 

The Terms confirms the considerations with the words count. In the 1999 speech  

esteems the historically changed lexis, has seen in the words future, past, history, while 

in the 2000 speech shifts oriented into spiritual, religious and symbolic terminology, 

sach as words christ’s, life, word, millennium.  

Collocation analysis increases the words contrast. In the 1999 speech we can  

associate word year with progress and contemporary world words technology, 

resolutions, at that time when in the 2000 speech we can link the word christ’s to moral 

concepts with words truth, times, today, emphasizing reflection and values. 

As a final point, we should note that Trends underpin these findings. The 1999  

speech features the objective markers directly throughout the text, we can find it 

especially at the beginning, after then in the end, pointing into the expected future. In 

addition, in the 2000 speech, religious themes were searched so on.  

Finally, the comparison of these two speeches (1999, 2000) opens a broader  

transition from historical themes in 1999 to symbolic focus in 2000. This shift not only 

ranges with the sociocultural moment of the new millennium beginning, but otherwise, 

reflecting of Queen Elizabeth II’s adaptive discourse strategy. 
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V. Conclusions and discussion. 

This section presents the outcomes of the corpus analysis of Queen Elizabeth  

II’s Christmas speeches, overviewing the period of her reign, from 1952 to 2021, using 

Voyant Tools software, opens us the evolution in linguistic approaches, rhetorical style 

and thematic focuses. This analysis reflects not only the Queen’s personal adaptation 

to societal changes, but also having a wider sociocultural, historical, religious, political, 

and technological progress over the centuries (20th and 21st). This paper included 69 

speeches, showing us 46,806 words in total, divided into seven corpora, each period 

according with the historical approaches: the post-war period recovery, returning to 

national stability, significant events in the royal family (death of Princess Diana, the 

Queen`s Jubilees), digital transformation, the COVID-19 pandemic. Summary Tools, 

Word Cloud, Terms, Collocation Links and Trends were used as tools for analyzing 

the corpora. These tools enabled the quantitate changes in lexis and qualitative tracing 

of how the Queen’s language adapted to her audience’s needs. 

Corpus_1 (1952–1960), characterized as corpora of the early speeches, was  

specified by a ceremonial tone and the high level of formality, emphasizing Queen’s 

concepts in the words commonwealth, service, duty and hope. Lexical analysis 

highlighted the common usage of them, decreasing the role of the monarch as a force 

during post-war period of reconstruction. These speeches featured longer sentences (25 

words in average) and lexical diversity (0.219 density), reflecting an official style, 

national identity and connects with Commonwealth. Collocation analysis showed links 

between the words commonwealth, empire and nation, emphasizing the national unity. 

Corpus_2 (1961–1970) and Corpus_3 (1971–1980), characterized the period  

when the Queen’s rhetoric began to reflect cultural and social shifts, such as economic 

challenges. The word frequency words people, world increased significantly, 

indicating wider perspectives and focuses on the societal issues. The theme of 

Christmas remained the central role, symbolizing the spiritual unity, but the semantic 

context of this word includes the words peace, understanding. These year speeches 

became less formal, presents the progress and adaptation on new realities, but keeping 

the old traditions. 

Corpus_4 (1981–1990), marked an increasing of lexical diversity (0.237  

density) and the words relations to the international events, such as the Falkland War 

(the word peace), and pointing that the media attention to the royal family, monarchy 

(the word family). We note the balance in speeches, between the personal topics and 

institutional, which connected to the collocations world-nations, christmas-hope, 

which highlighting diplomacy and spiritual reflection. A higher readability index 

(9.683) indicated a more complex style and growing public interest in the monarchy. 

Corpus_5 (1991–2000) showing us a turning point, influenced by crises that  

was in the royal family, such as Prince Charles’s divorce and the death of Princess 

Diana. Lexical analysis revealed increased of using the words family, help, hope, giving 

a more empathetic tone aimed at supporting the audience during hard times, we can 

even note, the times of changings. Speeches became more accessible with having the 

readability index of 8.769 with shorter sentences, but still targeting an audience. The 

collocations world-war, christmas-bless underscored wide challenges. 
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Corpus_6 (2001–2010) and Corpus_7 (2011–2021), characterized as the  

early 21st century, during this period the rhetoric of Queen became modern and more 

personalized. From Corpus_6, words support, life, and change represented the 

technological progress, and, on the other hand, financial crises. From Corpus_7, the 

lexicon became more oriented into society, linking the words home, day, family, and 

volunteers, highlighting unity during world challenges like the COVID-19 pandemic. 

These speeches had the highest lexical density (0.240) and the shortest sentences (21.2 

words), indicating a shift to a resonant style. Positive words great, joy, gratitude, 

resilience enhanced optimism and trust. 

Comparing the 1952 and 2021 speeches illustrates a shift from a formal style  

the words shall, strength, spirit, that reflects into post-war period context to an 

emotional one, what we can note in words happiness, joy, children emphasizing 

intergenerational unity and personal connection. We should note the collocational 

changes, as an example from the collocation commonwealth-empire in 1952 to the 

collocation commonwealth-happiness in 2021. These collocations highlight a shift 

from political to humanistic focus. Sentence length has decreased from 28.7 to 24.8 

words, and lexical density has increased from 0.448 to 0.492, reflecting a modern 

lexical style.  

Comparing the 1999 and 2000 speeches reveals to us a transition from a 

historical-future orientation the words future, history, change to a spiritual-religious 

focus the words christ’s, god, jesus, symbolizing the beginning of new millennium and 

its significance. 

In general, the analysis of Queen Elizabeth II`s speeches demonstrate  

Queen Elizabeth II’s adaptation to changing of social contexts during the royal 

discourse. Her speeches evolved from formal to personal, emotional, and socially 

oriented. Queen`s ability to remain relevant and influential over nearly seven decades 

was shown. This paper presents the significance for linguistics, political discourse, and 

media studies, offering deep insights into how language can reflect and shape societal 

values. 

Further research may possibly include the analysis of the entire corpus of  

Queen's Elizabeth II`s Christmas speeches, comparing important periods such as the 

post-war period during the late 20th century, and the beginning of the 21st century. The 

further analysis would allow linguists to note how the Queen’s language and her 

rhetorical strategies that evolved into societal changes, political events, and cultural 

shifts. It would also provide insight into themes such as faith, family, service, and 

national identity, that is adapting to the time. In addition, researching lexical patterns 

and collocations could reveal deeper ideological trends with the monarchy’s discourse. 

This approach could benefit wider from combining quantitative corpus tools with 

qualitative discourse analysis to offer a more holistic understanding. 
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