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Summary. The article exarnines the artistic and pedagogical work of the Ukrainian artist and educator
Leonid Bernat in the context of the development of contemporary Ukrainian art from the late twentieth
to the early twenty-first century. The main stages of his professional formation are analyzed, with
particular attention paid to his artistic education and the influence of academic traditions on the
development of his individual artistic language. The study outlines the key areas of the artist’s creative
practice, including painting, graphic art, poster design, gesso (levkas), monumental-decorative art, and
photographic graphics, emphasizing their role in expanding the boundaries of contemporary visual
culture. Special attention is given to Bernats exhibition activity, his participation in national and
international art projects, and the presence of his works in museum and private collections. The article
also highlights his pedagogical and expert activities, which contribute to the professional training of
young artists and designers. The research concludes that Leonid Bernat's work represents a coherent
and multifaceted phenomenon and constitutes an important contribution to the development of
contemporary Ukrainian visual art and art education.

Keywords: Leonid Bernat; contemporary Ukrainian art; painting, graphic art; levkas; exhibition
activity, art education.

Leonid Anatoliyovych Bernat is a Ukrainian artist and educator, Senior Lecturer
at the Department of Fine Arts of the Faculty of Fine Arts and Design at Borys
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Grinchenko Kyiv Metropolitan University. He began his artistic education at the Taras
Shevchenko Republican Secondary Art School, which he graduated from in 1980.
From 1980 to 1982, he studied in the private studio of the renowned Ukrainian artist
Viktor Zaretskyi, which significantly influenced the formation of his artistic worldview.
In 1990, he graduated from the Graphic Arts Faculty of the Kyiv State Art Institute,
receiving professional training in the poster studio of T. A. Liashchuk. His professional
education combined academic traditions with contemporary visual practices.

In 2000, Leonid Bernat became a member of the National Union of Artists of
Ukraine. In 2005, he joined the All-Ukrainian Association of Artists “BZh-ART.” Since
2007, he has been a member of the international association of artists “Sztuka Bez
Granic” (Poland). The artist's creative activity is closely connected with the
development of alternative artistic initiatives in Ukraine. Pedagogical work occupies
an important place in his professional biography. From 2011 to 2024, he worked as
Senior Lecturer and Associate Professor at the Department of Graphic Design of the
Mykhailo Boichuk Kyiv State Academy of Decorative and Applied Arts and
Design, where he actively combined teaching with creative and exhibition activities.
From 2017 to 2024, he held the position of Associate Professor at the
Department of Drawing and Painting at the Kyiv National University of Technologies
and Design.

In his pedagogical practice, he pays particular attention to the disciplines
“Drawing” and “Painting.” His teaching activity is based on a synthesis of academic
methods and authorial approaches. Considerable attention is devoted to the
development of students' individual artistic thinking. Leonid Bernat consistently
supports the idea of interdisciplinarity in art education. His professional experience
encompasses both educational and creative institutions. The artist is actively
involved in the artistic environment of Ukraine and the international cultural space.
The creative and pedagogical activity of Leonid Bernat constitutes a coherent
professional body of work. His activity contributes to the preservation and
development of contemporary artistic practices. The artist's biography reflects the
continuity of the Ukrainian art school and its openness to the European context.

All rights reserved | Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 2026
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Leonid Bernat works in the field of painting, encompassing both easel and
experimental directions, including the technique of levkas. A significant place in his
oeuvre is occupied by graphic art, which includes drawing, easel graphics, poster art,
book illustration, and photographic graphics. In his artistic practice, he also engages
with monumental-decorative and sculptural art, thus expanding the boundaries of
traditional artistic forms. The artist's creative output is characterized by a diversity of
techniques and genres, as well as by a consistent synthesis of academic foundations
and experimental approaches. His works are held in the collections of the National
Academy of Fine Arts and Architecture, in museum and private collections in Ukraine
and abroad.

Leonid Bernat is an active participant in the artistic process and has taken part
in more than fifty national and international exhibitions. Exhibition activity
constitutes an important component of his professional work, including the
organization and realization of more than ten solo exhibitions. The total volume of
the artist's creative legacy exceeds seven hundred works of painting and graphic art.
Taken together, these works form a coherent and recognizable authorial corpus.
Leonid Bernat's oeuvre occupies a notable place in the contemporary Ukrainian
artistic context.

Leonid Bernat's exhibition activity spans the period from the late 1980s and
has a pronounced international character. The artist is the author of fourteen solo
exhibitions held in leading galleries and museum spaces in Kyiv, Chernivtsi, and
Germany. Among them are the projects The World of Levkas, Déja Vu, Anahata, The
Dream of Europe, and Dendrochronology, which testify to the consistent development
of his artistic language and his interest in experimental techniques. Leonid Bernat
has participated in more than fifty national and international group exhibitions, art
festivals, biennales, triennials, and plein airs in Ukraine, Poland, Germany,
Austria, Canada, Bulgaria, France, Croatia, Slovakia, Lithuania, Spain, and the United
States.
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His works have repeatedly been exhibited at the Central House of Artists, the
Ukrainian House, the Triptych Gallery, the Parsuna Gallery, the White World Gallery,
the Dukat Gallery, the Soviart Center for Contemporary Art, as well as in international
cultural institutions. The artist has also acted as a curator of artistic projects,
including within the framework of the Fine Art Ukraine festival.

Works by Leonid Bernat are held in public and private collections in Ukraine
and abroad, including the National Academy of Fine Arts and Architecture, the
National Museum “Kyiv Picture Gallery,” the Zaporizhzhia Art Museum, the Museum
of Ukrainian Painting in Dnipro, the Plast-Art Museum of Contemporary Art in
Chernihiv, the House-Museum of M. Voloshyn in Koktebel, as well as in private
collections in the United States.

Leonid Bernat is the author of illustrations for a number of literary and artistic
publications, including books by Viktor Prykhodko, as well as children’s books and
calendar editions. In the field of graphic design, he has produced printed editions
and posters, including those for feature films and solo exhibitions, which
demonstrates his active presence in the public visual space.

The professional and public activity of Leonid Bernat has been recognized with
numerous honorary awards and distinctions. In 2019, he received a Letter of
Appreciation from the Mayor of Kyiv, Vitalii Klitschko, for his contribution to the
development of culture and art education. In 2020, he was awarded a Certificate of
Merit by the Mykhailo Boichuk Kyiv State Academy of Decorative and Applied Arts
and Design. In 2021, he became a laureate of the International Eco-Poster
Competition organized with the participation of the Ministry of Education and
Science of Ukraine. In 2023, Leonid Bernat was awarded an Honorary Certificate of
the Mykhailo Boichuk KSADAA&D, and in the same year he received an Honorary
Certificate from the National Union of Artists of Ukraine. In 2023, the artist was also
awarded a special distinction of the Third All-Ukrainian Triennial of Levkas in Kyiv,
which confirmed the national-level recognition of his artistic achievements.

Expert activity occupies a significant place in Leonid Bernat's professional work.
From 2017 to 2021, he served for five consecutive years as the Chair of the Jury of

All rights reserved | Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 2026
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the All-Ukrainian Poster Competition “I Am Ukraine,” which testifies to a high level of
professional trust and authority in the field of visual culture. In 2022, he was involved
as a member of the commission for artistic and technical expertise of competitive
selections of textbooks for general secondary education institutions (Grades 5 and
9) within the expert commission of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine
and the State Scientific Institution “Institute of Education Content Modernization.” In
2023, Leonid Bernat chaired the jury of the All-Ukrainian Art Competition “Christmas
Miniatures” in the nomination “Fine Arts,” organized by the Kyiv City Methodological
Center of Cultural and Educational Institutions. In the same year, he was a member
of the jury of the creative blitz competition for the selection of an emblem for the
Kyiv City Prosthetics Center. The artist's expert activity combines professional
evaluation of artistic projects, educational materials, and socially significant cultural
initiatives.

The professional activity of Leonid Bernat constitutes a coherent and
multidimensional phenomenon in the contemporary Ukrainian artistic space. The
combination of solid academic education, active creative practice, and many years of
pedagogical work has shaped him as an artist with a distinct authorial position and
stable aesthetic orientations. His creative output encompasses a wide range of
artistic techniques and genres, in which traditional visual approaches are organically
combined with experimental exploration. Active exhibition activity in Ukraine and
abroad testifies to the artist's integration into the international cultural context and
to the social relevance of his work. Leonid Bernat's significant pedagogical and expert
experience contributes to the formation of professional competencies in the
younger generation of artists and designers. His participation in professional
competitions, juries, and expert commissions confirms a high level of trust on the
part of the artistic and educational community. The totality of his creative,
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pedagogical, and scholarly-methodological achievements allows his activity to be
regarded as an important component in the development of contemporary
Ukrainian fine art and art education.
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TBOPUYICTb NEOHIOA BEPHATA B NMAPAOUIMI TPAHC®OPMALII
YKPAIHCbKOIO XyAOXHbOI'O NPOCTOPY

HAYKOBO-AOC/IAHA TPYTIA:

Bpartyck IBaH Biktoposuy

KaHAMAAT GINONOTIUHNX HayK, AOLEHT, AOLEHT Kadeapy 06pa3soTBOPHOro MUCTELITBa
Kuigcekud cmonuyHud yHisepcumem imeHi bopuca piHyeHka, YKpaiHa

OpneHko Onbra CepriiBHa

BMKNaZay kadespu AeKOPaTUBHOIO MUCTELTBA | pecTaBpaLyl

Kuiscokud cmonuvHud yHigepcumem imeHi bopuca lpiHyeHKa, YkpaiHa
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Pe3nikoB Oner BikTopoBuy

BMKkNagay kadespu AeKOPaTUBHOIO MUCTELTBA | pecTaBpaLyi
Kuigcekud cmoauyHud yHisepcumem imeHi bopuca piHyeHKa, YKpaiHa
ManuHka MNeTtpo Onekciiosuy

CTapLnin BUknajay kadeapn obpasoTBOpUOro MUCTeLTea
Kuigcekud cmoauyHud yHisepcumem imeHi bopuca piHyeHKa, YKpaiHa

AHomayis. Y cmammi po32agHymo maeop4dull ma nedazoeiyHull 0opoboK YKPAIHCLKO20
XyooxHuUKa i nedaeoea JleoHida bepHama & KOHmekcmi po38UMKy Cy4acHO20 YKPAiHC6KO20
mucmeymsa KiHys XX — nodamky XXI cmosimmas. [poaHani308aHO 0CHO8HI emanu (o020
npogeciliHo2o CMaHOBMeHHs, 0CobAUBOCMI MUCMeYbKOI 0c8imu ma enaug aKademiyHuUX
mpaduyil Ha GOPMYSAHHA a8MOPCLKOI XyOOXMHLOI Mosu. OKpecieHO NposioHi HAnpsaMu
meop4yocmi  MUMUS, 30Kpema Xusonuc, 2pagiky, naakam, /esKac, MOHYMeHMmMAn6HO-
dekopamusHe Mucmeymeo ma Gomo2pagiky, a MAKOX iXHHO POb y POIWUPEHHI MEXC CyYaCHOT
8I3yan6HOI KybmMypu. 3HGYHY yaazy npudineHo sucmaskosil digneHocmi JleoHida bepHama,
Jo20 y4acmi y B8CeyKpaiHCbKUX Ma  MIIHGPOOHUX MUCMEYbKUX NPOEKMAX, a MAKOXC
npucymHocmi meopig y My3elHUx | Npu8amHux Kkojekyisx. BucgimaeHo nedaeoeiyHy ma
ekcnepmHy 0isifibHICMb XyYOONCHUKG, U0 CNPUSIE pOPMYBAHHIO NPOeCiliHUX KomnemeHmHocmel
MO/00020 NOKOAIHHA Mumyie | du3aliHepig. 3pobseHO 8UCHOBOK NPO  YinicHicmes |
6azamosumipHicme maeop4oir nocmami JleoHida bepHama ma (o020 8HECOK y pPO38UMOK
Cy4aCHO20 YKPAIHCbKO20 06pa30MBOPYO20 MUCMeymaa U MUCmeybKoi ocaimu.

Kntoqoei croea: /leoHio bepHam, Cy4acHe yKpaiHCbke MUCMeymeo;, Xusonuc, epadika; 1eskac;
8LCMABK08A isiIbHICMb, MUCMeybKa 0C8ima.
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